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 We treat this subject at this time because it is the climax of catechetical instruction. 

Furthermore, Confession of Faith is always necessary for the individual member of the church to 

become a “full member” and to partake of the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. Participation in 

this sacrament we hope to treat in some other article, the Lord willing; and therefore, it is but 

fitting that we devote the space of this article to a discussion of Confession of Faith. The Church 

Order itself makes mention of this Confession in Article 61 which reads, “None shall be admitted 

to the Lord’s Supper except those who according to the usage of the church with which they 

unite themselves have made a confession of the reformed religion, besides being reputed to be of 

a godly walk, without which those who come from other churches shall not be admitted.” 

 Why must the youth of the church make confession of their faith? Is it not enough that he 

is a baptized member of a particular congregation? And if the objection is raised that there are 

Esaus in the line of the covenant, and that therefore he must give a profession of his faith, cannot 

it be argued that he constantly professes his faith by his daily walk? And that therefore a public 

testimony to this effect is of little value? And cannot it also be said that many who make this 

public confession prove later that the vow which they took meant nothing to them? Why then is 

public confession of faith necessary? But in order to answer this question, we must also ask the 

question: What is Confession of Faith? 

 What do you do when you make confession of faith? In general, it may be said that when 

you confess your faith you profess before God and His church that you believe you are a member 

of the body of Christ. You confess that it is your conviction that you are a partaker in the blessed 

riches of Christ which He has merited on the cross, and that you believe that you have been 

chosen by God from eternity to be numbered among the people of God. That in itself is a most 

beautiful confession to make. You say before God Himself and before the church which He has 

chosen, that you are no longer of the world; that you are a citizen of the kingdom of heaven; that 

you believe that God has forgiven your sins in Christ; that you are by faith united to Christ; that 

it is your sure hope that when you depart this present world, you shall reign with Christ forever 

in heaven. 

 But you do this in a very special way. For you answer in the affirmative to the questions 

that are asked you by the minister, which we find on page 59 of our Psalter. Let us look at those 

questions a moment. 

 The first question reads, “Do you acknowledge the doctrine contained in the Old and 

New Testaments and in the Articles of the Christian faith and taught here in this Christian 

Church to be the true and complete doctrine of salvation?” We notice these elements in this 

question: 

 1) You confess your own salvation in the confession that you believe the doctrine 

contained in the Old and New Testament. This is, of course, exactly the purpose of all your 

catechetical instruction up to this point. You cannot acknowledge the doctrines in the Old and 

New Testament unless you also know what they are. And you learn what they are in Catechism. 

You confess your faith in Christ. But that faith is not a faith which lacks knowledge, but a faith 

which knows Who God is, What He is, and the works which he performs. And that is exactly 

your salvation, too. “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and 

Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” John 17:3. This means that you know God as your own God 



Who has saved you, and Who has wrought His wonder of grace within your heart. To know that 

way is life eternal. That is implied in this first question of the form for Confession of Faith. You 

confess that you have eternal life. Then you confess that you know God as the God of your 

salvation in Jesus Christ. Then, and then alone, do you confess that you have eternal life. 

 2) But, since it is very easy to say that you acknowledge the doctrine in the Old and New 

Testament, and mean by that, almost anything taught in this world as the doctrine of the Bible, 

therefore the form is more specific and asks you to confess also that you believe that doctrine of 

the Bible as it is interpreted in our own Reformed Confessions. For you must confess before God 

and His church, that you believe that the doctrine of the Bible is truly the doctrine as it is in our 

own creeds. 

 3) And because, even of the confessions, there are many false interpretations, you add 

also that it is your conviction that that doctrine is taught here in this Christian church. This is a 

very beautiful confession. For it means: 

  a. That the saints, in whose presence you make your confession of faith, believe 

the true doctrine of the Scriptures. 

  b. That that doctrine is taught in all its purity by the ministers of the Word who 

labor in that congregation. 

  c. That that doctrine which is taught is the means which God uses to apply grace 

to your heart and to the hearts of the believers in that church, because it is the true and complete 

doctrine of salvation. That doctrine is complete and sufficient for your salvation. 

  d. That that doctrine is preached and believed in all its fulness. This does not 

mean that the last word has been said by your church in respect to the revelation of God, for that 

will take longer than eternity. But it means that what the church has developed, up to this point, 

is fully preached in your church. That is important, because there are even now those who accuse 

us of neglecting an important aspect of the preaching of the Word; namely, the responsibility of 

man. And so, when you make this confession, you also say that their charge is false. Not only is 

the doctrine, which is taught here true according to God’s Word, but it is also complete – 

complete and sufficient for your salvation, and neglecting nothing of the fulness of that Word. 

  e. And when you emphasize that this doctrine which you acknowledge is taught 

“in this Christian church,” then you – besides rejecting all the heresies of the modern church 

world – reject also the heresy of the three points and the conditional promise; and you positively 

affirm that you believe that God is gracious only to the elect in the preaching of the gospel, and 

that the promise is absolutely unconditional and given only to those chosen by God from all 

eternity. 

 But there is more. The second question reads: “Have you resolved by the grace of God to 

adhere to this doctrine; to reject all heresies repugnant thereto and to lead a new, godly life?” 

Also this question implies many things. 

 1) The doctrine that you have just confessed to be the truth, you now promise to support 

the rest of your life on earth. Notice first of all that you resolve this by the grace of God. This 

means: 

  a. That you confess that the resolution which you now make, you make only 

because God has given you grace to make it.  

  b. That in your adherence to this doctrine, now, and in the future, you confess that 

it is only possible by God’s grace. Concretely, that means that your future life, in adherence to 

the doctrine of God, must constantly, by a life of prayer, petition the throne of grace, that God 

supply you with His grace in order to support what you now confess to be the truth. 



 2) Secondly, this question implies that you adhere to that doctrine in a two-fold way. 

  a. You adhere to it first of all by never forsaking it as long as you live. This is 

very important. So often it happens in our churches that young people make confession of faith 

and soon after they have made confession of faith, they leave the church to join a church 

affiliated with some other denomination. It even happens, on occasion, that they make this vow 

before God while knowing that they intend to leave the church. Such action is very serious. For 

when you answer “Yes” to this question, you vow before God, that you believe that what is 

taught here is the truth, and that truth you will never forsake in all your life. And before God’s 

saints you make the same confession. So that if you do make this confession, and then leave the 

church, you break the vow which you have made before God and His people. And therefore, in 

passing, I would remind you that when you make this confession, think of its seriousness. And, if 

you intend to leave the church before you have made confession of faith, don’t do it! Or, if you 

have made confession of faith and then decide to leave, remember that you are breaking your 

vow! 

    - To be continued – 
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