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 “We believe with the heart, and confess with the mouth, that there is one only simple and 

spiritual Being, which we call God; and that He is eternal, incomprehensible, invisible, 

immutable, infinite, almighty, perfectly wise, just, good, and the overflowing fountain of all 

good.” (Art. I, Confession of Faith) 

 We assume that there is not one among our readers who would be willing or would desire 

to debate the general content of the above article of faith. We trust that it is not necessary to 

prove to you from the more authoritative source, Holy Writ, the truth of the above statement but 

suppose that you are already acquainted with that proof. Our readers are not avowed atheists, but 

rather covenant young people of Reformed conviction who believe “that God is, and that He is a 

rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” (Heb. 11:6) 

 This fact immediately places us before a very grave danger. The danger is that we 

become satisfied with an affirmative answer to the question, “Is there a God?” and we fail to 

proceed to study the revelation of that God in order that we may know Who and What He is. 

Our confession becomes a mere matter of abstract theory which we maintain over-against the 

equally abstract theory of unbelief. The result is that from a practical point of view we deny the 

very God we confess, and our whole life becomes a glaring contradiction to the truth we claim to 

profess. A cursory view of the camp of nominal Christendom today confirms this conclusion. 

 The Word of God, too, is very cognizant of this grave error and by no means is silent 

about it. In His law, God informs us that there is no other God beside Him and warns fervently 

against the sin of idolatry and image worship. To make another God in any form, manner, or 

fashion is essentially the denial of Him Who is alone God. “You cannot serve God and 

mammon!” That’s the truth! To attempt to do so in any manner is to deny GOD! Yet, that is just 

what you and I are always prone to do even though theoretically we acknowledge Him and even 

express agreement with the truth concerning Him. 

 This practical denial of God stems from two main sources. In the first place, there is the 

fact which we cannot escape that our old nature is perverse and corrupt. By nature we do not 

want God. We want a god but not GOD. Our minds are enmity against Him. Our wills are 

obdurate and rebellious. The truth we hold under in unrighteousness and change the glory of the 

incorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man and worship the creature more 

than the Creator. (Rom. 1:20-25; 8:7, etc.) Natural man is a spiritual ignoramus, or, as Scripture 

calls him, a fool. The only remedy for this evil is the grace of regeneration according to which 

we, the children of God, are made new creatures in Christ. 

 But in the second place, even those regenerated often manifest a dual spiritual life. On the 

one hand, they confess God while at the same time in many ways He is denied by them. 

Theoretical truth and practical error are often mixed. Why? Because the children of God do not 

always live in the full consciousness of the truth concerning Him and, therefore, do not live 

consciously as before His face. His glory, power, justice, majesty, and greatness are not always 

seen but in our minds we too often have a partial or even erroneous conception of Him. We are 

not aware of Him as He is! From this fact stems much practical error and the remedy for it is that 

we more and more diligently apply ourselves to a thorough study of His Word which is the 

medium of revelation to us. Didn’t you ever notice that those Christians who have difficulty 

being convinced of various practical evils are generally those who manifest the least desire to 



study the Word of God? Loose practical Christian living is characteristic of those who show 

indifference toward the things of God and the constructive labor and instruction and activities of 

the church. They frown upon knowledge, despise instruction and are devoid of wisdom. 

 Therefore, it is important that we not only confess the truth of the first Article of our 

Confession of Faith, but we must also understand what we are confessing and to achieve this, we 

cannot escape the necessity of studying it carefully. These must not be empty words but rather 

the expression of a firm and sincere conviction. Do not forget that what is expressed in this 

article of faith is in reality contradicted and denied by every conception of God that has become 

common today and is the product of philosophic speculation rather than revelation. People speak 

much of religious revival. Statistics are quoted revealing astounding increases in church 

membership. More and more there is found a general profession of God. But, of what God? If 

you insist on maintaining every element of your confession concerning God, expressed so 

beautifully here, how much agreement among nominal Christians would you find? Is it, perhaps, 

time to discard these outdated, dogmatic expressions or at least recast them in a modern mold so 

that your and my expression concerning God may also meet with general acceptance, and our 

churches may enjoy this outward growth too? Or, will you have the courage of faith in the midst 

of widespread apostacy to “believe in the heart and confess with the mouth” the truth concerning 

God revealed in His Word even though your belief meets with general disagreement and you are 

abused and despised because of your confession? The latter is the position of the truth! 

 It is quite significant then that we begin our confession with a statement concerning 

GOD! Even this in itself is contrary to the popular trend. God is not first; man and his salvation 

is! This we firmly deny and maintain that ere we are able to say anything at all we must say 

something about God. A mere statement then it must be for all the volumes of all the libraries in 

all the world are not adequate to express His fulness. This we must also realize. God is the 

incomprehensible one. What we state can only be a brief summarization of some of the pertinent 

facts concerning God gleaned from His own revelation. God is God. God is One. God is a simple 

Being. God is infinite Perfection. God is the incomparable One Who we cannot limit to the scope 

of our definitions. To say anything about Him and to appreciate Him means that we know, first 

of all, His Infinitude. Without that we are speaking only of an idol! 

 The knowledge of the true God is the basis of life. “This is eternal life, that we may know 

Thee, the only true God...” (John 17:3) Distort the conception of God and all of life is corrupted. 

See then why we must begin here. Your and my view of God determines our view of all things 

and affects vitally our relationship to all things in every sphere and department of life in the 

world. In the measure that your view, the Protestant Reformed view, stands opposed to every 

philosophical theory and humanistic evaluation of God; in that same measure, your life ought to 

be a testimony against and antithesis to practical modernism which originates in man’s 

predictions of God. Your confession, the truth, is rooted in His own self-revelation and your life 

then becomes the expression of your confession, doesn’t it? What you confess about God, 

therefore, is a very practical matter that determines your living the “truth or error.” In so far we 

cannot afford to be unconcerned. 
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