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 In New York City last December 5, two men seized an oversized gavel, and, banging it 

on the rostrum, jointly called to order a convention of more than 1400 people. The men were 

George Meany and Walter Reuther; the convention was that of the newly-formed AFL-CIO, 

product of the merger of the nation’s biggest unions, the American Federation of Labor and the 

Congress of Industrial Organizations. This merger, forming one immense labor organization of 

16 million workers, was viewed with mixed feelings. Some were glad, others indifferent, still 

others rather skeptical, or even fearful. The question uppermost in the minds of many was what 

the result of all this would be. The union, long a great power and influence in American, had a 

new-found strength and even greater power than ever before. The two largest unions in this 

country, which had often fought each other in the past, are now united to fight together. 

 The biggest fear stemming from the merger was that of political control, which many 

think will attempt to win and perhaps succeed. Labor leaders, of course, have tried to discount 

such a possibility, but the decisive political role played by organized labor in states where labor 

is strong is proof enough that such a fear is not without foundation. Both Republicans and 

Democrats, speaking at the convention, have recognized the political power of the union, 

agreeing that the union has a right to political roles, seeking to get the labor vote for their party. 

 A writer from Nunica, Michigan, hits the merger with an article in the Public Pulse of the 

Grand Rapids Press. We quote: 

 “A day to remember? Dec. 5, 1955. A day we might all very well put in our books as the 

day that the enslavement of everyone in the United States began. And also the day that marks the 

beginning of the end of our way of living as we have known it. 

 “The labor unions from the time of their beginning in Italy have always had but two 

purposes: first, to enslave everyone; the second, to control all money and I do mean control in 

the hands of a small band of men. 

 “If they did not know very well where they were going and that no road block would be 

in their way, no man in his right mind would have dared to deliver the blast that was delivered at 

the celebration of the formation of the greatest single dictatorship in the world today. A labor 

union does not obey our laws, nor do the courts think they should. 

 “If, as small as they were, they can exert that much influence, just what do you think will 

be the outcome, being now just one body? Oh, well, never mind, you will all soon find out about 

pressure as on your bended knees you beg for mercy and receive in return only a sneer, so 

prepare.” 

 We cannot agree entirely with this writer, however, as he carries things too far. But we, 

as Christians, must not view this union merger indifferently. The power of the world is going. 

Although it is too early for any definite prediction, this could very well be the first step in the 

building up of the anti-Christ’s kingdom – the world uniting against the true church. The union, 

constantly attempting and often succeeding to choke out those opposing it, would remind us of 

the words of Scripture in Revelation 13:16-17, “And he causeth all, both small and great, rich 

and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand or in their foreheads; and that no 

man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his 

name.” This need not necessarily be interpreted literally as a physical mark on the body. The 

mark could very well be a union membership card. The time may soon come when no one 



without such a card may buy or sell. That the union is striving for more authority is plain. Not 

only does the merger evidence this, but there are other things also. Need we mention the fact that 

more and more firms are becoming “closed shops” so that it is increasingly more difficult for a 

Christian to obtain employment? Or the fact that a steady pressure is being kept on independent, 

non-union businesses to join the union? And that if they refuse, the union attempts to take and 

often effectively does take trade away from them in order, if possible, to run them out of 

business? The fulfillment of this prophecy has already begun. 

 We must constantly be on our guard against the union.  We must never, no matter what 

the cost, join and thus support such a godless, wicked organization, an organization incompatible 

with the spiritual life of the child of God. For this organization, with its materialistic principles, 

is definitely contrary to the Word of God. To maintain a stand against the union, with its growing 

might, will become harder and harder. It may mean loss of a job, trouble, persecution, and even 

death. For we know that great tribulation, foretold by Christ in Matthew 24, is sure to come; and 

that except those days be shortened no flesh would be saved. We need not fear the future, 

however, for we can by faith fight the good fight, stand fast till Christ comes again. And we 

testify with the Psalmist of old, “…though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not 

fear: though war should rise against me, in this will I be confident.” For we know that nothing 

shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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