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 The evening of Sunday, October 30, a Reformation Day program was held in the Hull 

Memorial Building. This program was sponsored by the Protestant Reformed Young People’s 

Societies of Hull and Doon. After the prelude by Harriet Hoksbergen, George Hoekstra, the 

chairman of the evening, read Scripture and opened with prayer. The program was continued by 

singing several Psalter numbers and “A Mighty Fortress is Our God.” Bernice and Delores 

Bleyenberg sang a duet entitled, “Remember Now Thy Creator.” 

 The main number on the program was a Reformation address by the Rev. J. A. Heys. 

Here is a short synopsis. 

 When we hear the Reformation story of Luther and the papal bull and the ninety-five 

theses that he nailed to the door of the Wittenberg Church, it may seem as though God should 

thank Luther for something. But this is not the case; Luther still felt indebted to God. God was 

not only in Luther, but He was in all the regenerated elect of that day. 

 Back of all the Reformation is “Luther’s Quest for Search of Justification.” 

 Luther was born to devout and strict parents, which belonged to the Catholic Church. 

Luther was impressed that God demanded obedience. He knew rebellion and sin were punished 

in hell. 

 As a child, Luther was slow in learning. Later, he became very brilliant and entered law 

school. 

 Luther found joy in the truth and did not keep it to himself, but told others of it too, even 

as the shepherds of Bethlehem told the glad tidings. By grace he found peace of being justified 

by faith. 

 Luther never expected a split in the church. He was not proud and rebellious to set the 

church in turmoil, but God intended it to relieve the Church from the bond of the Roman 

Catholic Church. 

 This is a fruit for us. The church of today enjoys peace to know and believe that they are 

justified by faith and have peace with God. The truth makes us free. Today we stand in the same 

joy as Luther of being justified by faith. 

 He engrafted us and made us one plant with Him, and frees us from the terrors of hell. 

God gives us proof by the sacrifice finished by Christ’s blood. In sovereign election, we are 

engrafted to Christ, and by faith partakers of Christ and all His benefits. 

 Following the address, Sidney Stellinga sang a solo entitled, “The Love of God.” The 

audience sang a Psalter number, during which an offering was received. The Rev. H. C. 

Hoeksema of South Holland, Illinois, closed the meeting with prayer, after which the Doxology 

was sung. 

 

 The Protestant Reformed Young People’s Societies of Doon and Hull are now holding 

combined meetings frequently. 

 On October 14, 1955, the Choral Society of Northwest Iowa began a new season of work. 

We have planned to prepare for a Christmas program. 
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