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 We are in the midst of the “holiday season.” This is not only true of the world, but also of 

the church. In less than six weeks we commemorate four Christian holidays. November 24 was 

Thanksgiving Day, December 25 was Christmas, and on December 31 and January 1 we will 

celebrate Old Year’s Day and New Year’s Day. 

 I thought it rather fitting in the midst of our “holiday season” to say a few words about 

holidays in general. However, I am not interested in this article in national holidays such as 

Decoration Day, the Fourth of July, Labor Day, etc., but rather do I wish to say a few words 

about Christian holidays. 

 According to our Church Order, Article 67, we are to observe nine such holidays. The 

article reads, “The churches shall observe, in addition to the Sunday, also Christmas, Good 

Friday, Easter, Ascension Day, Pentecost, the Day of Prayer, the National Thanksgiving Day, 

and Old and New Year’s Day.” 

 It is rather interesting to notice that in the first years after the reformation, there were no 

“Christian holidays” recognized at all. Rome, as the head of the Roman Catholic Church, had 

multiplied these days no end, and the result was that these days became days of idolatry and 

worldly-mindedness. In a reaction to this, the reformers almost without exception, banned the 

observance of these days completely. They did this for the following reasons: 1) The festive days 

are not ordained of God, but are a human invention. 2) They minimize and detract from Sunday 

worship. 3) They lead to paganistic celebrations and promote licentiousness. 

 In the Netherlands, however, this practice of the reformers did not last. The government, 

then in sympathy with the reformed movement, and a part of it, proclaimed certain days to be 

observed. This was partly due to the fact that the people themselves demanded such days. 

Furthermore, the employees looked forward to these days as periods of rest and relaxation when 

they could lay aside their normal duties. The churches therefore also followed suit, for if the 

government proclaimed these days as holidays, the tendency of the people would be to spend the 

day in idleness and indulgence in the pleasures of the flesh. Therefore, it was thought proper to 

commemorate these days by means of services in the churches. As the government made legal 

holidays out of these occasions, the churches, although not in agreement with the movement, 

were forced by practical considerations to observe them also. It was thought better to introduce 

church services, than to allow the people to spend the time in worldliness. 

 So first of all, the Christian holidays were limited to Christmas, Easter, New Year’s Day 

and Ascension Day. But under further pressure, the number was increased to the present amount. 

 The question arises, therefore, whether or not it is well for the church to commemorate 

these Christian holidays. And if our answer is in the affirmative, then we may ask, what is the 

proper way to commemorate these days? 

 It should be noticed, first of all, that the objections which the reformers raised against 

Christian holidays certainly bear some weight. It is true in our day, as has probably never been 

true before, that these days have become paganistic, and tend toward licentiousness. And 

although that is true of the world, to a great extent it cannot be gainsaid that this danger has also 

made inroads into our reformed circles and homes. The commercialism and the pagan customs of 

these days have certainly influenced us to a rather marked degree. 



 It may also be noticed in this connection that the holidays are not days set aside for the 

purpose of commemorating a single event to the exclusion of commemorating this event on other 

days of the year. I mean, that it is not alone on Christmas that we think of the birth of Christ, nor 

is it alone on Prayer Day that we lift up our hearts in prayer before the throne of grace. Even as it 

is true that the cross of Jesus Christ is the very center of every sermon that is preached in our 

churches, so our commemoration of Good Friday must not be limited to one day of the year. 

Because our lives must constantly manifest our gratitude to God for what He has done, so also it 

is wrong to set aside just one day to be thankful. 

 Nevertheless, Christian holidays in themselves are not wrong. It is perfectly fitting for the 

church of Jesus Christ to set certain days of the year aside for the commemoration of certain 

events. The keeping of certain days was a very integral part of Old Testament legislation for the 

nation of Israel. 

 What then is the purpose of these days? If it is true that every day of our life must be a 

continual commemoration of the events which we remember in a particular way on certain days, 

why set one day apart for this purpose? 

 For this we may undoubtedly advance two reasons: 1) It is well, and indeed, necessary, 

that we have our attention drawn by means of the preaching of the Word to the particular 

significance of the cardinal events which we commemorate. Although this is done on other 

occasions, nevertheless, it is not often that one entire sermon can be devoted to one particular 

subject or phase of a subject; but the subject is often treated in connection with something else. 

Thus the days we set aside offer a good opportunity to study the particular significance of a 

certain important event in the Christian calendar. 2) Closely related to this is the fact that the 

people of God in the midst of the world often have to be reminded of certain of these events 

which we commemorate. Thus it is often necessary that the church be reminded to pray without 

ceasing; and Prayer Day offers the occasion for this reminder. 

 Let us look briefly at each one of the Christian holidays and say just a word about its 

significance. 

 New Year’s Day. As we stand at the beginning of a new year, we do not vow to make 

ourselves and this world better, but rather we remember that the future is in the hands of God, 

and that He leads and directs all things in such a way that He may afterwards take us into glory. 

 Prayer Day. The original purpose of this day was to begin the seedtime in the name of 

God, calling upon Him, and committing the future harvest to Him. In our complex economy, we 

are not all farmers. But nevertheless, the purpose of this day is to be reminded that even in 

respect to the things of this world, our heavenly Father cares for us, and that therefore the ground 

of our prayers must be sought in Him. 

 Lent Season and Good Friday. It is customary in our churches that in the six or seven 

Sundays previous to Easter the church devotes its Sabbath discussion of the Scriptures to the fact 

of Christ’s death. In this we are sharply different from the Romish Church with their emphasis 

on penance during the Lenten Season. But it is nevertheless well that we devote this time to a 

special study of the significance and the historical fact of the suffering and death of our Savior. 

 Easter. We are reminded of the great joy of the church in the resurrection of Christ, and 

the happiness of that church as it becomes partaker of the blessings of the resurrection. 

 Ascension Day. Christ has gone into heaven to be seated at the right hand of the Father 

from which place He directs and controls all things to serve to His final appearing upon the 

clouds of heaven. 



 Pentecost. From his place at the Father’s right hand, He pours out of His Spirit upon all 

His church so that by that Spirit they become partakers of His blessings, and are guided and 

comforted in all the truth. 

 Thanksgiving Day. Although this day was originally set aside as a day of thanksgiving 

for the abundance of the harvest, our attention is called to the fact that thanksgiving must 

characterize our entire pathway in this world as we walk in gratitude to God. We are directed to 

the things of this present time which we have received, and learn that we must thank our Father 

for everything, for He gives us all things to save us. 

 Christmas Day. We devote our attention to the fact and the significance of the mystery of 

Bethlehem when God became flesh and dwelt among us. 

 Old Year’s Day. It is not the purpose of this day to become sentimental as we dwell in the 

past and think about all that has happened with the result that we either gloat over what we 

accomplish, or drown our sorrows in revelry and mutter, “Well, I am glad that is over.” Rather, 

we are directed to the truth that this world with all that it contains passes away, but God has 

prepared for His people a better city, the Jerusalem which is above, and wherein righteousness 

dwells. 

 May our celebration and commemoration of the Christian holidays be spiritual. 
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