
“Beacon Lights” in Review 
Unknown 

 
Here follows excerpts and summaries taken from various issues of “Beacon Lights” of the past 

fifteen years. Much has happened in that time, both in our personal lives as well as in the history 

of our churches. You may have grown up with “Beacon Lights,” or you may have been one of the 

“young people” who helped to bring it into being. Whether that may be true of you or not, take 

out now a few moments and think of those fifteen years gone by – the fifteen years in which 

“Beacon Lights” has been in existence. Use that which follows to refresh your memory. And 

pray God that even as He has guided “Beacon Lights” in the past, so too He will keep it faithful 

and pure in the years which lie ahead. 

 

1941 

    BEACON LIGHTS is here to stay. It has made its first appearance and has met with a hearty 

reception, far above our fondest expectation. By this time, it has gained for itself a definite place 

in the society life of our Protestant Reformed youth, besides supplying them with edifying 

reading material. Yet, as was said at the outset, these first five issues were merely an experiment 

from every point of view. 

May, Editorial 

 

    BEACON LIGHTS appears in a new garb. The name, as you will have noticed, has undergone 

no radical change, due to the fact that the 1941 Convention expressed itself as being in favor of 

adopting this name. But the appearance has undergone a change. For practical reasons, the size 

was reduced and the number of pages increased. We hope that our readers will find the 

magazine, in its present form, more convenient to carry about with them. The cover is also 

somewhat changed. Each month will present a new and appropriate scene for the cover. 

October, Editorial 

 

1942 

    A new year which finds both hemispheres engaged in the bloody business of warfare; hearts of 

parents bleeding at the departure of their sons, sturdy young men in the prime of their lives called 

to hold a rendezvous with death while they manipulate their death-dealing instruments of modern 

warfare; men, women, and children of every land, their very lives threatened, losing or fearing 

the loss of all that they have; haggard faces, bleeding hearts, anxious waiting and watching, 

wondering what the morrow may bring. 

January, Editorial 

 

    BEACON LIGHTS has crossed the boundary lines of ten states in the Union: Michigan, 

Illinois, Montana, Indiana, Washington, Massachusetts, Washington, D.C., Iowa, and California. 

Besides this, we have twenty-nine soldiers on our mailing list, who are stationed in all parts of 

the country. 

May, News Flashes 

 



    Who would have thought it possible just one year ago, as our annual young people’s 

convention disbanded in Oak Lawn, that that would be the last convention for some time to 

come? 

    Who would have dreamed that so many of our boys would be called into service, would have 

left the states and even be on foreign soil, even before another convention could be called? 

    To whom had it occurred that there might be a rubber shortage and that tire rationing would 

reduce travelling to a minimum? 

    In one word, who could have imagined that it would be possible for the war to so soon make 

such inroads into our lives that the Federation Board would deem it advisable to call off the 1942 

meeting, even while the plans were in the making? 

    But nothing is so uncertain as life itself. 

October, “No Convention?” 

 

1943 

    “I have received my copy of BEACON LIGHTS today. I have read part of it and its contents 

surely are a comfort to me. It, besides my Bible, is so far my only reading material pertaining to 

our truth.”   (Rev.) George Lanting 

 

    In the same issue, another soldier, John Wigger, writes the following from Gulfport, Miss.: “In 

closing, I want to repeat – keep sending BEACON LIGHTS to us fellows. It helps more than 

words can express.” 

March, Letters from Our Boys 

 

     A recent editorial stated that BEACON LIGHTS has gone to war, and that it is serving a 

double purpose, one for those at home and the other for our boys in the armed forces. The Editor 

also wrote that we cannot render a better service to our boys than to supply them with a paper 

that particularly fits their needs. How very true! 

April, Editor’s Desk 

 

     COMPARE – In May, 1942, BEACON LIGHTS was mailed out to 29 men in the service. In 

May, 1943, BEACON LIGHTS has on its mailing list 180 servicemen. 

May, Editor’s Desk 

 

     We now have 212 Servicemen receiving BEACON LIGHTS each month. This is almost 

twice as many as we had on our mailing list in January of this year. 116 of these men are from 

our Fuller Ave. Church. BEACON LIGHTS is also mailed to boys overseas. 63 young men have 

post office addresses. 

August, Editor’s Desk 

 

     What a grim thing war is!  

     Terrible if we think of all the fury and madness it represents, of all the destruction and sorrow, 

suffering, and agony it causes. But more dreadful still it becomes, if we contemplate that even 

upon the scenes of destruction God does not cease to cause His sun to shine upon the righteous 

and the unrighteous, and supplies men with the means and power to make and to use their 

instruments of destruction! Must not an ungodly world tremble at the thought of the mysterious, 

silent, invisible God, Who fulfills His counsel even through the ungodliness of the wicked? 



October, Letters To Our Boys in Service 

 

1944-1946 

     In the January issue of BEACON LIGHTS 1944 we find an interesting note from the Editor’s 

Desk regarding our Servicemen. It is as follows: 

     “Just a year ago we reported 111 boys from our Protestant Reformed churches in the service 

of our country. To the best of our knowledge we now have 230 young men in the service and 

over 100 of these boys are overseas, or at least have post office addresses. BEACON LIGHTS is 

mailed to all these boys and although it takes a little while before our magazine reaches them, it 

is being received in Australia, Africa, England and perhaps other parts of the world. The 140 

boys who are still in the United States are stationed in camps in 26 different states. 

     “We are very glad and thankful that we can furnish all these Sons of the Church with 

BEACON LIGHTS. And we are confident that they are glad and thankful with us! 

     We also find in the June issue of 1945 a very fine poem written by the late Mr. D. Jonker of 

our First Church This poem is still very appropriate for our boys in service today: 

  “To our boys in camps near home, 

  And to our boys where‘ere they roam; 

     On sea or land or in the air, 

  So to our boys no matter where, 

  We wish to send a word or two; 

  A message that will say to you, 

  To all our boys where’ere you are, 

  That you are ever in our thought; 

  We pray that His abundant grace 

   May follow you from place to place. 

  We’d like to have you all relate, 

  Not only what has been your fate 

  In fighting Germans and the Japs; 

  But may we know if you perhaps 

  In higher warfare did contend; 

  And fought the fight unto the end. 

  If you this warfare have begun, 

  Then, when your earthly course is run, 

  You’ll bask forever in the love 

  Of Him Who died on Calvary, 

  That you from death might be set free.” 

  

     Rev. G. M. Ophoff writes an inspiring letter to our boys of which we quote just a small part: 

“There is one need common to you all, your need of the grace of Christ. It is the one 

indispensable thing and is sufficient to God’s people in all circumstances. You know this from 

the Scriptures as corroborated by your own experience. With Christ’s grace in your hearts and 

brought to rich fruition in your lives, you are spiritual. Being spiritual, you take to yourselves the 

whole armor of God and are able to withstand in the evil day. And the day is evil for all God’s 

people and especially for you. Being spiritual, you are assured in your hearts that God loves you 

and in His love cares and blesses you, saves and preserves you, through the blood of His Son, 

Who loves us unto death, us His people, who believe in His name by His mercy.” 



     From various issues of 1944 and 1945 we find that six of our boys lost their lives in the 

service of our country. They are: John M. Swart from First Church, Bernard Holstege from our 

Hudsonville Church, Howard Van Solkema from our Second Church, Maurice Herrick also from 

Second, Gerrit Vis from our Hull Church, and Bernard Miedema from First Church. There was a 

poem written in dedication to those who had lost dear ones in the war. It is as follows: 

     Beneath the crosses, row on row, He, too, has found a place 

        And He shall nevermore return to fill that empty space. 

     He was too young to die, they said, when the sad news was told. 

        Too young to die? Did you then think death’s only for the old? 

     Beneath the crosses, row on row, His cheerful voice is stilled; 

        And vacant seat at home and church by him shall not be filled. 

     And say not that ‘tis war’s cruel jest which takes him from you now; 

        For when our Father calls us home, we all to Him must bow. 

     Beneath the crosses, row on row, He lies, but liveth still; 

        For ‘neath the Cross he had a place – the Cross on Calvary’s hill! 

       G.T.E. 

 

1947  

     …TRUST – that is the password each New Year morning. And how secure and blessed are 

they who know, spiritually and experientially, what this means. 

January, Christian Living 

 

     Can we really make friends with a person who doesn’t love God, or who claims to be a 

Christian and lives like the world? …The apostle warns us against being ‘unequally yoked 

together with unbelievers’…’Make friends of God’s children,’ then. We will find ourselves 

living a healthier, happier spiritual life. And the church will be stronger for it. 

March, Feature Article 

 

     “Fellowship in Christ”…this is the theme of this year’s Protestant Reformed Young People’s 

Convention. 

August, Feature Article 

 

     We had the distinction of being involved in the founding and organization of BEACON 

LIGHTS…It was not an easy task…Of course, mistakes were made. It was soon recognized that 

the size of the first issues was not too good…As time went by, other improvements were 

made…and the result is that we now have a neat little magazine designed to meet the needs of all 

our young people. 

October, Editorial 

 

1948 

     How is it that many men who are characterized by great intellectual ability fail to understand 

the plain language of the Scripture? We are reminded of what Isaiah said of such men in his day: 

“It is because there is no light in them…” Isaiah 8:20. 

February, Editorial 

 



     …a new feature of your BEACON LIGHTS… “Truth and Error” written by Rev. J. 

Howerzyl. 

March, Editorial 

 

     Hudsonville Mass Meeting Huge Success…The number which occupied the largest share of 

the time, was a debate on the subject: Resolved: that women should have equal rights with the 

men in determining church policies. 

March, Feature Article 

 

     March 5 marked the date of the Mass Meeting of the Western League of Young People’s 

Societies held in Hull, Iowa. Topic of the debate for the evening was: Resolved: that we should 

have a Youth Recreation Center of our own. 

May, Society Activities 

 

     MISSIONS AND MISSIONARY ISSUE. The result of the missionary endeavor is plainly 

beyond human control…Our zeal should be concerned, therefore, with maintaining the purity of 

the Gospel. In this manner only can we witness to the power of God. 

August, Editorial 

 

     Theme of 1948 Convention: “Faith of Our Fathers” and held in Holland, Michigan… 

Convention Impressions by Fran Dykstra (Doezema): “Rev. Hoeksema focused our attention on 

the Reformed Faith as only we Protestant Reformed Churches have it. He pointed out our distinct 

calling to preserve and develop this great heritage through Protestant Reformed Schools and 

reading Protestant Reformed literature.” 

October, Convention News 

 

1949 

     Also as young people we must learn to give for Kingdom causes. I am afraid that some young 

people know how to “throw away” money but they don’t know how to give for Kingdom causes. 

And don’t be afraid to give special gifts for special Kingdom causes. 

January, Schuiler 

 

     The announcement comes into Beacon Lights that the 1949 Y. P. Convention will not be held 

in Montana as was anticipated by so many, but due to cost, Pella and Oskaloosa will be hosts. 

May, Announcement 

 

1950 

     The past twenty-five years really is a significant period for our churches. Known to all of us is 

the fact that during this period all of our Protestant Reformed Churches were called into being. 

During this period our parents were given the responsibility to support and reaffirm their 

confession of the Reformed faith. 

     Much has been said and much has been written about the development of the Protestant 

Reformed Churches during the last twenty-five years. 

     The present generation of young people is placed in a peculiar position. The struggle of our 

parents to witness a good confession is ours only in as far as we are acquainted with it by 



instruction and study. In a sense, we experience the struggle vicariously, and for that reason I 

want to cast your thoughts into the future. 

     What shall this generation of Protestant Reformed young people say twenty-five years hence? 

Shall we be able to say what our parents say today, that God has purged His church, that He is 

still using us as His witnesses? Shall we also experience a struggle even as our parents have in 

the past? 

May, Editorial 

 

     The situation in the world has become very tense again because of fighting between north and 

south Korea. The northern part of Korea is under control of the Soviets, while the southern part 

was given the freedom to vote its democratic government under protection of the United Nations 

and especially the United States. The northern forces crossed the line and attacked the southern 

part of Korea, and the U. S. intervened and is now committed to the defense of southern Korea, 

regardless whether the whole might of the Russian army is entered into the defense of the 

northern Koreans. 

August, Current Comments 

 

1951 

     The future is dark. Especially is it dark if we notice the comments of commentators and 

leaders. One narrator remarks that it is the darkest hour in our history, that we have suffered the 

worst military defeat in our history. General Marshall warns that we must prepare for a life of 

tension and that the situation now is much more serious than in the early days of World War II. 

January, Current Comments 

 

     In the year 1944 the building site on Adams Street was purchased and, on the suggestion of 

our architect, much of the work of the building was done by our own people. The school building 

has eight rooms and will accommodate three hundred pupils. Bus service is arranged for those 

pupils who live too far away to walk to school. There are classes from the kindergarten through 

the ninth grade. 

May, Anniversary Story 

 

     The feeling of unity pervades the school and it brings teachers and pupils to a closer 

understanding. We’re fighting for the same cause, aren’t we? Why, walking through these walls 

are our future ministers, teachers, consistory members, and homemakers.  

April, Feature Article 

 

1952 

     The 12th annual convention of our Protestant Reformed Young People’s Federation has drawn 

to a close. The young men and women, delegates, and friends have all departed and gone to their 

respective homes. What a great means for the upbuilding and strengthening in the faith this 

convention can be for each individual attending, but greater still is that influence upon our 

churches as a whole, when these young people return to their respective communities and 

churches, inspired and strengthened to resume the work in their societies for the coming season. 

October, Editorial 

 



    During these months of electioneering, this fervent spirit to show the voters that a certain 

individual and party is the only one to vote for and expect better times, the Christian cannot help 

but ask himself about his calling to vote in the coming election in November. 

    We must understand that in the will of God’s providence, it is not always the better that gains 

the office. He puts in office to accomplish His will. 

October, Current Comments 

 

1953 

    We are followers. Let us be proud of that fact. Let us accept the challenge which it brings. Are 

we faithful followers? Then let us develop in faith. We must explore the meaning and 

significance of the commitment we have made; we must read and study, and listen to the voices 

of our leaders, intelligently. Let us labor in that most sublime of all callings, the work of being 

followers of Christ. We believe in order that we may understand. Let us therefore understand. 

April, Editorial 

 

    …I have been in Korea for six months. The Lord willing, I will be discharged the 26th of 

November. 

    My job here is very easy. I’m working on the gate entrance to our compound… 

    So far I haven’t found Korea very interesting and I guess I never will. The Koreans don’t have 

anything. What little they did have was destroyed. They still do their work with oxen or else by 

hand. 

    The weather is getting pretty hot. It’s been as high as 106 already this month (May). But the 

heat goes down with the sun, so that is one good thing. Thanks again for sending me the B.L. 

      Sincerely yours, Cpl. John Hoekstra 

August, Military Mailbag 

 

1954 

    We admit that we are creationists by faith and that this is also a wonder of God. Creation is the 

only answer to the wonder of existence because even life is a great unexplainable mystery to the 

unbeliever. We can answer many of the arguments of the scientist since we get our knowledge 

from Scripture. For instance: similarity of the animals is evidence of only one thing to us, 

namely, that one mighty Creator planned and executed the formation of all things and used a 

similar pattern for all living things. 

    Thus we return again to the reason for our thoughts on this matter. We stand in an antithetical 

relation to the ungodly even in our study of natural phenomena around us. With Scripture as our 

light, we shall never fall into the error of evolution which has no room for God. 

February, Nature Study 

 

    In the early days of the church, Christians used to keep a night-log vigil on the Saturday night 

before Easter. At cock-crowing the stillness of the early morning was shattered by the joyful 

shout, “The Lord is risen! The Lord is risen! The Lord is risen indeed!” So let us celebrate 

Easter. May we be knit together even more closely as the body of Christ, and let heart answer to 

heart, “The Lord is risen indeed!” 

April, Feature Article 

 



    The Young People of our churches in Grand Rapids, Hudsonville, Holland, and Grand Haven 

enjoyed their annual Spring Banquet May 11, in our Fourth Church. We had a Beef Roast supper 

with all the trimmings. Couples from the Mr. and Mrs. Society of our First church served and 

various mothers cooked the meal. The theme chosen for the occasion was: “The Love of God” 

based on Rom. 8:38 and 39. 

    After supper there was a short recess with program in the auditorium afterwards… Rev. H. 

Hoeksema gave us an inspirational speech on “The Inseparable Tie of the Love of God.” 

June, Young People’s News 

 

    You go to Bethlehem on Christmas. This thought…passes through your mind. This child is 

called Jesus – Jehovah Salvation. And then you see that in that child is the most amazing of all 

wonders, that He is the gift of the love of God whereby He came into your and my flesh in order 

to take upon Himself that flesh and blood, and in order to suffer for our guilt that we might be 

free from our sin. 

December, Christian Living 

 

1955 

    Consider that the Lord requires of us that we serve Him perfectly with all things. Every 

moment of every day of every year we owe to Him. Every gift and talent and power He has 

endowed us with must be put into His service. Every penny of every dollar in our accounts 

belongs to Him. All that we possess, or call our own, we are to have, only that with it, we may be 

better equipped to serve Him. And whatever cannot be utilized in His service, we should not 

have in our custody. “It is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” (I Cor. 4:2) That is 

what GOD demands! 

April, Truth vs. Error 

 

    Hudsonville is the host; they have worked hard and will work hard; those who contribute in 

the way of speeches and other parts of the entire program will contribute their best. Go then, 

under God’s blessing and in prayer, and you will be richly satisfied. 

August-September, Christian Living 

 

    Steering a right-hand drive car on the left side of the road along the busier roads was simple – 

one has only to follow the preceding vehicles. However, driving along a country lane was 

another matter; one soon became forgetful while admiring the view and before long came face to 

face with another startled motorist. 

November, “A Glimpse of England” 

 

    Santa Claus is a German corruption of the name St. Nicholas – who lived in the fourth century 

A.D. St. Nicholas learned that three young women had no suitors, as their father was too poor to 

provide them with a dowry. So one night he filled three bags with gold and threw them into the 

windows of the rooms occupied by the girls, and they were soon happily married… 

December, “Christmas Traditions” 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol. 15 No. 10 January 1956 

 



 

 

     

 


