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 As we begin another new year, we cannot help but hear optimistic statements around 

about us. On the radio, in the newspapers, and in magazines, we hear and read such things as: 

“More and better things for more people”; two cars in every garage; tax reductions; 

unemployment reaches a new low; private incomes reach a new high; private savings have gone 

up while private debt has declined; and the standard of living in America has reached a point 

where everybody is enjoying yesterday’s “luxuries.”  

 Let us look at these things in a two-fold manner; first, looking at it from the viewpoint of 

the world; and secondly, from the viewpoint of the Church. 

 There is no doubt at all that America is enjoying earthly abundance in a measure that has 

never been equaled. The standard of living in our country has never been challenged or even 

compared to that of another nation. Peace and prosperity has entered our land, and America as a 

nation is prepared to reach new heights, allowing everyone to enjoy more and better things. 

Social security and retirement programs that provide security are had by more people today than 

ever before. True it is that business in America is very prosperous, that unemployment is lower 

than ever before, and that the new year does look very promising, as far as earthly abundance is 

concerned.  

 However, what must we as Christians think of these things? Must we turn our backs to 

prosperity and try to ignore the abundance that lies around about us? Or should we go out and 

enjoy all these things and try to derive as much joy and satisfaction from them as possible? 

 For Christians to ignore prosperity is folly. For prosperity is not made by this world, but 

it is given by God, as it is written in Deut. 8:18, “But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God: for 

it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he sware 

unto thy fathers, as it is this day.” We should not dispose of these things, nor shun them; but we 

should accept all of these things in a spirit of thanksgiving, and acknowledge that God is the 

giver of all good and perfect gifts. I Thess. 5:18, “In everything give thanks; for this is the will of 

God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” We are not of this world, but we are in this world, to use 

these material things in the fear of the Lord. 

 On the other hand, should we go out and try to derive as much joy and satisfaction from 

these things as possible? Not at all. For all these things are given to us by God to use them to his 

Name’s honor and glory. Matt. 5:16, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 

good works and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” Surely, a true Christian would not 

accept all this abundance and use it in a way of earthly pleasure, as it is written in Luke 21:34, 

“And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be over charged with surfeiting, and 

drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.” Rather, let us 

accept these things in a spirit of thanksgiving, and try to use them in a manner which is 

acceptable unto the Lord. Thus it is written in Tit. 2:12: “Teaching us that, denying ungodliness 

and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world.” 

 So then, as Christians let us live in this world, taking heed to the words of Christ in Matt. 

6:19-21 where we read, “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust 

doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor 

steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” 
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