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 In deference to the cursory reader, who is given to paging through the magazine, breezily 

skimming off the words at the beginning or near the end of an article – without really giving the 

author a chance to make a point – let us say this article in substance qualifiedly “endorses” 

television in our homes, and Cursory Reader can now go on to the next article and do the same. 

Conversely, if the more patient reader will agree that television has become a matter of some 

importance to us all today, then it ought to have our serious attention now. 

 What is television? Just simply an ingenious machine designed to reproduce a picture on 

a screen, and the image which there appears, is made to speak. It is actually the newest 

instrument of visual-audio communication. It reaches one with a message in much the same way 

as do books, newspapers, magazines, and radio. Practically speaking, it can do something for 

you, as can all these other media. Television can do something to you as well, as can liquor, wild 

living, and gambling. 

 Fact is, our life is full of things that affect us this way. And so this newest medium, the 

subject of our symposium, ought to be examined and evaluated as any other thing we know, 

which can touch our sensibilities with a resultant effect. We ought never to take it out of this 

perspective. Thus, television is a cause. More powerful, however, as a causative agent than any 

book, magazine or radio program ever could be. 

 Most everyone today strives to develop a good sense of appreciation for the better things 

in life. The enjoyment of classical music, and a speaking acquaintance – if no more – of the 

classics generally, are things, which, while found on the periphery of our existence, are generally 

considered to be vital to the attainment of any reasonable level of culture. “Culture,” that is, 

when defined as the resulting refinement and progressive development which comes of 

education, and the useful application of the knowledge available to man today. 

 But think how useless it would be, if one has no interest in the symphony, to attempt to 

show the merits of a classicist-type television program which makes easily accessible, in our 

homes, the finest renditions, by accomplished artists, of the works of the world’s great 

composers. We must understand that television – just as all good books, good music, and 

intelligent conversations – is an agency of communication, whose prime asset lies in its capacity 

to increase and implement one’s learning and broaden one’s culture. Those who feel no need for 

further knowledge, or who do not seek cultural advancement, will never need a television set, 

just as they’ve probably never felt the desire to own a good encyclopedia, an unabridged 

dictionary, or hear Heifitz play the violin. Still further, would it not be a good assumption, that 

anyone lacking an interest in the dramatic history being made each day of our lives by the 

nations and men in power around us, would never find a television set a profitable investment. 

Those who have no desire to see the news of the day documented for them almost as it occurs, by 

motion pictures taken of the events, would not appreciate news by direct report such as only 

television is able to present it. 

 I sincerely believe that, today, there are already a sufficient number of these two types of 

programs alone, to justify the purchase of a television set. In addition, there are many programs 

devoted to highlighting the scientific and industrial achievements of the wonderful mechanical 

age in which we live, and which help to build our knowledge, usefully. It is generally accepted 

that the larger part of the formal education one receives today serves mostly to acquaint one with 



the methods most helpful to the utilization of what we later learn in life, except perhaps in the 

most specialized branches of learning. If it is one’s desire to comprehensively build his 

knowledge, and to more and more effectively utilize what learning he has, he will find in 

television a ready tool to help him. 

 By reaching out to even the most remote portions of the world for reports and 

descriptions of the twentieth century activity, and by skilled appraisal of historic events of 

decades ago, television enables even the most limited individual to better grasp the magnitude of 

the activities of this universe, and to better understand the significance of the times in which we 

live. Our God moves in this age – as in every other – His wonders to perform. He reflects His 

power and greatness in all the creative fields, and in the world of science as well. Electronics 

generally, and television in particular, while not brought into existence by sinful man for this 

purpose, also serves to reflect the power and wonders of God, and the physical laws He has 

ordained. Not only does television do this as an intricate device in itself, but also as it 

communicates to us all the worthwhile things mentioned above. 

 But this modern marvel can hurt us. It can so easily become a prodigious waste of time, 

particularly for the adult; and it can be a corrupting influence to all, if used indiscriminately. Just 

as many people squander almost an entire evening each day pouring over the newspaper – 

reading every lurid word printed about the violence and crime that goes on in this world – so 

television has its dismal side. 

 Characteristically, television has been abused by man. Much of its potential usefulness is 

now prostituted in the service of Satan, and is used to propagate sin. It is possible that more than 

75% of all television programming is unfit to come into our homes. There are extremists, 

naturally, who make the sweeping assertion that all television is permeated with sex and 

idolatrous hilarity. This is not the case, of course, as we have seen above, and which anyone 

having a television set soon comes to learn. But that television is also a means in the hand of the 

devil, who seeks to deceive the minds, and deteriorate the lives of Christians everywhere, we 

may all agree. 

 We can probably conclude, that television has a useful ability to serve us as an agent to 

give us the finer, better things in life, and it can also easily become a real menace in the home. 

As with all other material things, television, too, is what one makes of it. 
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