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 South Holland, Illinois may well be referred to as the gateway between East and West, 

for almost without exception, tourists from Michigan to Iowa and other points west choose their 

route over U.S. Highway No. 6, which brings them through South Holland. And tourists from the 

West to Michigan do the same. 

 Anyone traveling through this suburb senses at once, that here are all the activities 

common to a large metropolis like Chicago, yet this place is far enough removed to give it an 

atmosphere of a rural community. Here is the steady flow of traffic on the many highways day 

and night, the sound of rushing commuter trains, the hum of huge airplanes overhead, yet here 

are also the broad expanses of cultivated fields, well-kept and diligently worked. Here you find 

yourself just outside of the hustle and bustle of a cosmopolitan area in an unassuming “Dutch 

community.” 

 But what interests us most is the fact that here the Protestant Reformed Church is located, 

of which Rev. M. Schipper is pastor, designated as the meeting place for our next convention.  

 South Holland is of historical significance, as far as Protestant Reformed Young People’s 

Conventions are concerned, because it is here that the first convention was held in 1939. If my 

memory is correct, the Young People’s Society of South Holland sent out invitations to all the 

other societies of the denomination to meet with them in their church edifice. This invitation met 

with a splendid response, so that all, or at least almost all, of our societies of Michigan and 

Illinois were represented there. 

 Some of you who read this will recall that first convention with pleasant memories, for 

even then the convention was a highlight in our society activities. Most of you are now members 

of some Mr. and Mrs. Society, or some Men’s or Ladies’ Society; most are fathers or mothers; 

some serve as office bearers in the church; but you happily linger over those days in your 

memory. 

 There are several things accomplished by that first convention which have proven to be 

of lasting value for our young people’s societies. 

 One decision provided for the appointment of a publication committee which should lay 

the ground-work for the publication of a Federation paper. Eighteen months later this committee 

realized its mandate with the appearance of a monthly periodical called “Beacon Lights for 

Young Protestants.” Although in the course of time the name and the contents, as well as the 

outward appearance, have undergone a certain amount of change, “Beacon Lights” still makes its 

regular appearance and strives to serve the purpose for which it was called into existence. 

 A decision was also made to form a Federation of Protestant Reformed Young People’s 

Societies and to formulate a constitution for this organization. This constitution that has likewise 

undergone some changes to keep up with an expanding Federation is well worth while. The 

constitution tells us that the purpose of the Federation is threefold: 

1. To enable all Protestant Reformed Young People’s Societies to work in close unity. 

2. To enable these societies to develop in faith and doctrine through guidance in 

conducting their meetings, particularly by means of a Federation publication. 

3. To give united expression to our specific Protestant Reformed character. 

Have we accomplished, and are we accomplishing, this purpose at our conventions? 

The conventions have served to unite and solidify our societies. This is evidenced by that 



“We-feeling” so prevalent at the conventions. And this is also evidenced by the cooperation of 

the various societies in the Federation Board and in the publication of Beacon Lights. 

 They have also served toward the mutual edification of the members and the 

development of their talents. The programs are generally stimulating as well as edifying. 

Opportunity is given for everyone to express his ideas to broaden his knowledge through the 

addresses, debates, essays, and discussion that are a prominent part of every convention. But 

there is also opportunity for social visits, friendly chats, and making new acquaintances in an 

atmosphere of Christian fellowship. Even the banquets are more than a “jolly good time.” 

 It can also be said that our conventions have given a united expression to our specific 

Protestant Reformed character. The 1953 convention gave ample evidence of that to everyone 

that attended. 

 Yet we would make a very serious mistake if we assumed an attitude of having attained 

our goal. Complacency is always wrong and very dangerous. Stagnation is the ruin of any 

organization. 

 We are looking forward to a convention in South Holland which will surpass any of the 

past. We are confident that the host society is doing its utmost to attain that goal. 

 We shall always welcome “bigger and better” conventions as long as they serve their 

purpose of edifying, solidifying and unifying our Protestant Reformed youth in the principles of 

truth God has entrusted to us as our peculiar heritage. We shall bitterly bemoan the day if and 

when this purpose is lost from sight. 

 May our covenant God bring the youth of our churches together at the 1954 convention 

in unity of spirit in His fear. 

 May His blessing be upon them there. 

 May His Name be praised. 
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