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 What is a table? Something which has four legs and a flat surface, you say? I can think of 

several things which fit such a definition and yet are not tables, for instance a stool. Besides, a 

table does not always have four legs. Something at which one eats? There are many tables which 

do not fit that definition and a table is not a necessary place at which to eat. It is rather difficult to 

define a simple thing like a table, isn’t it? It is usually rather difficult to give any definition with 

a complete degree of accuracy. And a question as “What is Protestant Reformed?” likewise 

cannot be answered in a short article as this completely or comprehensibly. 

 The very name “Protestant Reformed” suggests at least two things. First, because it is an 

organization it must have a history. That history, therefore, must be taken into consideration 

when any definition or explanation is given. What was Protestant Reformed in 1924 must be also 

Protestant Reformed now, and what was not Protestant Reformed then surely cannot be 

considered Protestant Reformed today. 

 Secondly, the very fact that we have the name Protestant Reformed should indicate that 

here there is something distinctive. People who claim that we should not be distinctive should 

not be so foolish to claim to be Protestant Reformed and should be sorry that they ever claimed 

themselves to be such. You never call a Ford a Buick, do you? They are both cars and yet it is 

very easy to tell them apart. They have certain distinguishing marks. So must also be the case 

with any church. If this were not the case, it would be rather foolish to ask such a question as 

“What is Protestant Reformed?” 

 What is Protestant Reformed? Some have claimed that the answer to this question and all 

the actions to maintain that answer have come from “headquarters.” Such insinuations are quite 

plain. Oh, yes, that which is Protestant Reformed does originate from a source – and that is not 

the “manse at Doon” or any other manse – the only Source, God, as He has revealed Himself in 

His Word. Also the confessions which are based on Scripture must be included when one speaks 

of that which is Protestant Reformed. These two, Scripture and the Confessions, tell us what is 

Protestant Reformed. Indeed, there are many Reformed churches which claim that they too are 

based on these same two. But we must know that always sometime in their history there has been 

some departure from these two standards. And when such a departure is made the church is 

called upon to free itself of the guilty ones, and if necessary, the faithful must separate 

themselves and become a separate organization. That is what happened in 1924 and that is what 

is happening today. Although others may claim the same basis, they yet do not have the truth in 

its greatest degree of purity. They yet set forth some form of the lie. It was in opposition to the 

lie which gave rise to our churches in 1924 and it was the lie which our churches had to fight in 

its own midst even recently. Therefore, we can once more say that what is Protestant Reformed 

is also Scriptural and confessional. 

 To be thoroughly Scriptural is to be completely Protestant Reformed. What, then, is 

Scriptural? Of course, these few lines cannot begin to include all of what is presented in 

Scripture. Scripture is entirely too rich, too deep for something like that to be done. However, a 

few words can be said about it. First of all, we must know and believe that Scripture is the 

divinely inspired Word of God. And in that Word God reveals Himself as sovereign God to man, 

His creature. God is God and God is All. Predestination – election and reprobation – is the work 



of God. Everything is centered in God and His Christ. That is Scriptural and therefore Protestant 

Reformed. 

 There are some who might claim that the Protestant Reformed reject Scripture in spite of 

all they say. “For,” some might possibly say, “the Protestant Reformed do not believe that one 

must go out and hang oneself. Although such a statement cannot be found literally in the Bible, 

yet it does have its equivalent. For do we not read in John 13:27b, ‘Then said Jesus unto him, 

That thou doest, do quickly.’ And again in Matthew 27:5, ‘And he cast down the pieces of silver 

in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself.’ And do we not also read in Luke 

10:37b, ‘Then said Jesus…,Go, and do thou likewise.’ 

 Now such argumentation is plainly foolish, yet something like that is being done today. 

What is Protestant Reformed? It is all of Scripture that we believe. None of it is rejected. Nor are 

isolated passages used to prove any error. Scripture is a whole and must be used and interpreted 

as such. 

 And Protestant Reformed is confessional. In fact, we believe that our churches are the 

only ones which hold the truths of the confessions so completely as our own. Many other 

churches and individuals hold also the confessions but they twist and corrupt them to form a 

basis for their own false doctrines. 

 What is Protestant Reformed? The Heidelberg Catechism tells us what is Protestant 

Reformed. You should know what that is by now after hearing one sermon every Sunday based 

on its method of instruction. “What is thy only comfort in life and death? That I am not my own 

but belong to my faithful Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” Then the Catechism goes on to treat 

those things necessary to live and die happily: “how great my sins and miseries are, how I may 

be delivered from all my sins and miseries, and how I shall express my gratitude to God for such 

deliverance.” 

 The Belgic Confession is also Protestant Reformed, or possibly I could say that Protestant 

Reformed is to be in accordance with the Belgic Confession. That tells us of God and His work 

in time, of Christ, of the true and false church, of the final judgment. It should be read often if 

one desires to know what is Protestant Reformed. 

 Don’t forget that the Canons of Dordt are Protestant Reformed no matter how people may 

use them to prove otherwise. They are often summarized by the word tulip: T for total depravity; 

U for unconditional election; L for limited atonement; I for irresistible grace; P for perseverance 

of the saints. 

 What is Protestant Reformed? You hear it every Sunday in the Apostolic Creed: “I 

believe in God the Father, Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.”  

 Does that mean that the Protestant Reformed have developed all the truths of Scripture 

completely and fully? Have we reached the pinnacle of doctrinal development? Scripture is too 

rich for that. But the Protestant Reformed by God’s grace have developed the doctrines presented 

in Scripture to an extent never before attained by any other church. By God’s grace we are what 

we are and by God’s grace we shall be and shall continue to develop. 

 Now all these things may seem to be quite self-evident. But let me emphasize that it is 

very necessary to know the Scriptures in order to be Protestant Reformed. First of all it is 

necessary to know Scripture in order to “…be ready always to give an answer to every man that 

asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear.” I Peter 3:15 

 Secondly, we should be as the brethren at Berea who, according to Acts 17:11, “were 

more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, 

and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” Only in this way can we be sure 



that that which the Protestant Reformed teach is in complete harmony with Scripture, and will 

remain so through the years which lie ahead. 
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