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 Strictly speaking it is not correct to speak or write of the opponent’s gospel in connection 

with the battle of Truth vs. Error. The Gospel is good news. It consists of glad tidings. It is the 

message of joy and peace in the Lord. Strictly speaking our opponent has no good news for he 

utters only the lie and the lie is always bad…very bad indeed! 

 Yet, the arch-counterfeiter, the father of lies, through his apostles (II Cor. 11:13) brings 

something which so closely resembles the gospel of Christ of which it is only a parody that 

thousands are deceived by it. It is this gospel of Satan that the apostle refers to when he writes to 

the Galatians, “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from Him that called you into the grace of 

Christ unto another gospel, which is not another, but there be some which trouble you, and 

would pervert the Gospel of Christ.” (Gal. 1:6,7) With increasing subtlety and deception that 

false gospel of Satan has continued to be preached (throughout the world) since the days of the 

apostles. And always this awful curse is brought down upon those that heard it. “But though we, 

or an angel from heaven preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached 

unto you, let him be accursed.” (Gal. 1:8) 

 Now this “gospel” of our opponent does not advocate a system of revolutionary 

principles nor does it teach a program of anarchism. Its author is too subtle to do that. It does not 

promote strife and war but aims at peace and unity. It doesn’t attempt to set a mother against her 

daughter or a father against his son, but it fosters the fraternal spirit whereby the human race is 

regarded as one great “brotherhood.” It does not degenerate and belittle the natural man but this 

“gospel” improves and uplifts him. It advocates culture and education and appeals to the best that 

is in man. Its aim is to make this world such a comfortable and congenial place that Christ’s 

absence from it will not be felt and God will not be needed. It endeavors to occupy man so much 

with this world that he has neither time nor inclination to think of the world to come.  It 

propagates the principles of self-sacrifice, charity and benevolence, and teaches us to live for the 

good of others and to be kind to all. It appeals strongly to the carnal mind and is popular with the 

masses because it ignores the solemn facts that by nature man is a fallen creature, alienated from 

the life of God, and dead in trespasses and sins, and that his only hope lies in being born again. 

 The apostles of this perverted gospel are not saloon-keepers but for the most part 

ordained ministers (?). Thousands who occupy our modern pulpits are no longer engaged in 

presenting the fundamentals of the Christian faith but have turned aside from the truth and have 

given heed unto fables. Instead of magnifying the enormity of sin and setting forth its eternal 

consequences, they minimize it by declaring that sin is merely ignorance or the absence of good. 

Instead of warning their hearers to “flee from the wrath to come” they make God a liar by 

declaring that He is too loving and merciful to send any of His own creatures to eternal torment. 

Instead of declaring that “without shedding of blood there is no remission” they merely hold up 

Christ as the great exemplar and exhort their hearers to “follow in His steps.” Their message may 

sound very plausible and their aim appear very praiseworthy, yet they are false teachers who 

bring the gospel of the enemy and are laboring to deceive. 

 Heresy is not so much a blunt and total denial of the truth as the perversion of it. That is 

why a half lie is always more dangerous than a complete repudiation of truth. That’s why, too, 

the gospel of Satan has strong appeal and easily deceives. It is disguised as truth. The apostles of 

Satan never come forth and flatly deny the fundamental truths of the Word of God but they 



tacitly acknowledge them and then proceed to given an erroneous interpretation and a false 

application. To do otherwise would be to defeat their own purpose which is to deceive the weak 

and simple. Thus, for example, they would not deny the existence of a personal God but taking 

this for granted they proceed further to falsely describe his character until they have “changed 

the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man.” (Rom. 1:23) Or, 

to express it differently, they speak of God and in doing so they make of Him a puppet. Then, 

too, they would not ignore Christ altogether and desist from mentioning Him. On the contrary, 

this gospel acknowledges Him to be the best man that every lived. Attention is called to His 

deeds of compassion and His works of mercy, the beauty of His character and the sublimity of 

His teaching. His life is eulogized BUT HIS VICARIOUS DEATH IS IGNORED AND THE 

EFFICACIOUSNESS OF HIS ATONING WORK AND THE REDEMPTIVE MERIT OF HIS 

RESURRECTION ARE IGNORED.  The latter is regarded as one of the credulities of a 

superstitious age. That Jesus Christ was “delivered for our offences and raised again for our 

justification” is denied in this perverted gospel. (Rom. 4:25) 

 Such then are but a few of the tenets of the gospel of our opponent. In distinction from 

the true Gospel, the Gospel of Christ, this gospel of Satan teaches in some form, manner or 

fashion salvation by works. It worships the creature instead of the creator. It announces that 

salvation is by the improvement of character which reverses the order of God’s Word – character 

improvement is by, as the fruit of, salvation (regeneration). It makes the acts of men antecedent 

to the work of God in order that the sovereignty of man may be magnified and the glory of God 

debased. Such is the devil’s purpose in propagating this perverted gospel for it is his chief 

weapon by which he attempts to oppose God and do harm to His cause. The disguised lie, the 

camouflaged truth are the greatest enemies of the church and more particularly of every child of 

God whose joy and purpose it is to walk in the truth. 

 By this evil gospel many are deceived. The truth today is no longer expounded in the 

pulpit and the Scriptures are little read and still less diligently studied. This affords the devil an 

excellent opportunity to make advances and disseminate the lie with apparent success. The 

demands of this rushing age are so numerous that the multitudes have little time and still less 

inclination to make preparation for their meeting and knowing God. Hence, the majority, who 

are too indolent to search for themselves, are left at the mercy of those whom they pay to search 

for them; many of whom betray their trust by studying and expounding economic and social 

problems rather than the Oracles of God. Yet, as the battle continues and apostasy and belief of 

the lie increases according to the Word of God, the blessed truth which Jesus uttered in prayer 

continues unabated to our everlasting comfort:  

 “Those that Thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost.” (John 17:12) 

 And concerning them who belong not to Christ the Scriptures testify, “And for this cause 

God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie, that they all might be damned 

who believe not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” (II Thess. 2:11) 

 Terrible words? Yes, indeed! Nevertheless, an earmark of truth, like God, is always 

terrible to them that love the lie! 
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