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 Let us look once into the other camp over which the banner “Error” proudly waves. We 

will try to get a general view of our opponent together with the forces he has mustered under his 

command. 

 Our first impression is astounding. We cannot fail to notice the “bigness” of the enemy’s 

camp in proportion to our own “smallness.” Those included in its ranks number legion. Were we 

to judge the outcome of our battle by numerical power, our defeat would be inevitable. Not only 

do we see myriads or men, women and children serving the foe but the whole world is made 

subject to him. Culture, science, art, invention, music are found there. Mighty institutions the 

world over are bent to do “Error” homage. Governments, nations, industries, business, churches, 

schools, homes, all patronize this master. And to add still more to this “bigness” we see hosts of 

spiritual creatures of various ranks toiling unceasingly and giving directive to this great 

company. Angels, principalities, dominions, and powers are seen leading the affray. Indeed, we 

are confronted with a mighty foe. 

 But let us look again. This time we get a view of the captain of this vast horde. What a 

terrible monster he is. Oh, do not get the wrong impression of him. He is not some ugly sort of 

being, part man and part beast, with hoofs and horns and forked tail as some have seemed to 

think and as others who even belong to his camp still depict him on sign-boards and magazines. 

Neither, however, is he a relic of superstition or an imaginary bogey of which naughty children 

are to be frightened. We must not think of him as one that has a physical form of flesh and blood, 

and yet he is very real. He, too, belongs to those spiritual powers of wickedness. He is their chief 

and terrible he is because in him can be found every conceivable corruption and wickedness. 

 His names reveal his vile character. He is called by several, perhaps because no single 

name can fully express what he is. Some of them are: “Satan, Devil, Slanderer, Adversary, 

Father of Lies, and Prince of Darkness.” We are not at present interested in discussing these 

names but are concerned with this evil chieftain only in his relation to the truth. The words of 

Christ in John 8:44 are very instructive in this respect. Concerning the devil Jesus said, “He was 

a murderer from the beginning and abode not in the truth because there is no truth in him. 

When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own; for he is a liar and the father of it.” (bold ours, 

G.V.) 

 Now, if this was all that there is to be said it would not be so serious, but in the same 

passage Jesus accuses the unbelieving Jews (all unbelievers) of being “children of the devil” and 

in no less than three other places He calls Satan the prince of this world. The fact is then that 

Satan is the instigator and father of the universal apostasy from God. As such his true character is 

unveiled to us in the early pages of Holy Writ; the sphere in which he works is clearly revealed; 

and the methods he employs are expressly set forth. We refer, of course, to Genesis 3, where the 

narrative of the fall of man is recorded. Although he is not expressly mentioned here by name 

there is no doubt that he, the devil, is the real tempter. “His subtlety is indicated in that he used a 

serpent through which to approach our first parents; his cowardice in that he assaulted the 

woman rather than the man; his evil nature in that he lied to her and sought her ruin under the 

false pretense of seeking her good; his character of tempter in that he captured his victim by 

means of an attractive bait; his sphere of operations in that he incited Eve to commit not a 

moral but a spiritual sin – transgression of God’s command; and his real object of attack was 



God’s Word – THE TRUTH!” (Pink’s “Satan and His Gospel”) Do not forget that that is just the 

kind of enemy with whom we have to do in the battle of Truth vs. Error!! 

 The apostle declared in II Corinthians 2:11 that “we are not ignorant of his devices.” This 

enemy, together with his allies, has been throughout history busy in leading the attack upon the 

truth. Always his methods are the same. He uses subtlety, deception, and cowardliness, and 

perhaps one of his most effective weapons is that of “imitation.”  

 He poses as an angel of light (II Cor. 11:14) He imitates God in as far as he possibly can. 

God has a Son and so has Satan – “the son of perdition.” God is Triune and so in Revelation 

20:10 we read of the trinity of evil – “the devil, the beast and the false prophet.” God has 

children and so there are “the children of the wicked one.” (Matt. 13:38) God works in the 

former both to will and to do of His good pleasure and so “Satan is the spirit that now worketh in 

the children of disobedience.” (Eph. 2:2) There is a “mystery of godliness” and “a mystery of 

iniquity.” (II Thess. 2:7) God seals His servants in their foreheads and so Satan by his agents sets 

a mark in the foreheads of his devotees. (Rev. 13:16) God performs mighty miracles by Christ, 

His Son, and the son of perdition doeth “signs and lying wonders.” (II Thess. 2:9) Christ has a 

church and Satan has his synagogue (Rev. 2:9). Christ appoints apostles whom He commissions 

to preach His Gospel and Satan has “false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves 

into the apostles of Christ.” Through all of these imitations many are deceived. 

 At this point we must see that a superficial view of the camp of our enemy may easily 

leave us with the impression that it is much like the camp of truth because of these false 

imitations. Yet the antitheses of these two becomes clear when we weigh the message of these 

apostles of the evil one in the light of the truth. Even though they also attempt to imitate the 

gospel of Christ, they cannot hide the fact that their gospel is of the lie and contradicts and 

opposes the truth. It is plainly and unmistakably “Error.” Its antitheses to the Gospel of Truth 

may be seen in this, that it always destroys those that are captivated by it while the Gospel of 

Truth is the power of God unto salvation and eternal life. The apostles of the lie have “words in 

their mouths that are smoother than butter but war is in their heart; their words are softer than oil, 

yet they are drawn swords.” (Ps. 55:21) 

 Their gospel can easily be detected by those who know the truth. Next time, D.V., we 

will write of the tenets of their evil gospel, but meanwhile let us remember this truth of Scripture: 

“All liars shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone.” (Rev. 21:8) 

And, “there shall in no wise enter into it (the Holy City) anything that maketh a lie.” (Rev. 

21:17) Mighty though the foe may be, truth alone shall prevail. It cannot be quenched or 

conquered.  
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