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 It is perhaps well that we, at the very outset of our discussion of the battle of all ages, 

attempt to determine just who and what the participants in this battle are. We distinguish two 

camps. Over the one a banner is unfurled which bears the label of “Truth.” Surrounding it on 

every side and even infiltrating into its ranks is the massive and unrelenting foe which is known 

through all history as “Error.” 

 Truth vs. Error! The battle which never ceases but waxes hotter and hotter to the very 

end of time. 

 In the present article we propose to make a precursory investigation of the first camp in 

order that we may somewhat acquaint ourselves with the Truth with whom we, as covenant 

children of God, are allied in this battle. This investigation then will have to be of a general 

nature and purposes only to assist us in distinguishing “the spirit of truth from the spirit of error” 

(I John 4:6). We hope that later we will have opportunity to become more intimately acquainted 

with the truth as we discuss it in detail in connection with the various phases of her battle. 

 What is truth? 

 It is a sad omen in our lives that many today have lost interest in this question. They no 

longer regard it as important. They are interested primarily in gain, which they suppose is 

godliness, and have turned their ears from the truth unto fables. Because the Word of God has 

forewarned us that it is to be so, we should not be alarmed at this nor should it detract from our 

interest or lessen our vigilance in seeking the truth. (See I Tim. 6, II Tim. 3 and 4). The Christian 

regards truth above all and furthermore, his interest in it is not merely intellectual but he knows 

that it vitally concerns the “regula fidelis” (rule of faith) which governs his daily, practical life. 

The truth to him is the medium of sanctification (John 17:17) so that his soul is purified through 

obedience to it. (I Pet. 1:22) Every day, every hour and every moment the Christian is deeply 

interested in the answer to the question, “What is Truth?” in its practical application to every 

decision he is called upon to make and to every circumstance with which he is confronted 

throughout life. Truth is his infallible life-guide! And there is no greater joy to be found than the 

joy of walking in the truth! (III John 4) 

 What then is Truth? 

 In answering this question we must remember the particular viewpoint from which we 

are considering the truth. It is her position as she stands in the midst of the battle of the ages and 

is always attacked by the enemy. That is the truth, not from any natural point of view, but 

considered specifically from the viewpoint of the Word of God. It cannot be denied, of course, 

that we can and often do speak of truth and of truths in a general or natural sense. We speak of 

the truth of mathematics, of science, of astronomy, of medicine, of history, etc. And these truths 

are not greatly contested. At least they are not brought into the arena of battle and your life is not 

endangered when you maintain them. No one will harm you because you believe that three times 

four is twelve or that the earth is warmed by the rays of the sun or that penicillin is antibiotic. 

These are simply factual truths. But, as soon as you begin to propound the truth revealed in the 

Word of God you are met with such relentless opposition out of which the bitterest battle begins. 

That is because “the Light shines in the darkness and the darkness comprehends it not” and “men 

love darkness rather than light because their deeds are evil.” (Jn. 1:5, 3:19). The result is that evil 

men, denying the truth, oppose the truth and become corrupters of all things. Even in their 



discovery and investigation of natural things they corrupt the truth, holding it under in 

unrighteousness. (Rom. 1:18). 

 If then we are to recognize the identity of truth, we must not look for her in the world but 

must find her in the Word of God and in the church that faithfully proclaims that Word in the 

midst of the world. Turning to the Scriptures we do not find a ready-made definition of Truth. 

The Bible is no dictionary. Yet the concept is very prominent through the whole Word of God. 

Jesus declares of Himself, “I am the Truth” (John 14:6). The Psalmist states, “Thy law is Truth” 

(Psalm 119:142). Akin to this are the words of John 17:17, “Thy Word is Truth.” And in I John 

5:6, “The Spirit is Truth.” The Truth is a master to whom we are to be subject and obedient (Gal. 

5:7). So there are many passages in Holy Writ which shed considerable light on this matter. It, 

however, is not our purpose now to consider the broad implication of truth for, as we stated 

earlier, we hope to do that when we come to discuss the battle of truth proper.  

 At this point, however, we wish to make a triple observation based on the passages cited 

above and which ought to place us four-squarely in the camp of Truth. We note: (1) That it is 

indisputable that GOD TRIUNE is Truth, is centrally THE TRUTH; (2) that it is further evident 

that all that GOD reveals (His Word and law) concerning Himself and all things is Truth, for 

God cannot lie; and (3) whereas that revelation is for us the “regula fidelis” it follows that Truth 

in its most practical form is living in harmony with the revealed Word, Law and Will of 

God. 

 Now we may say a bit more. In the light of this last statement it is not difficult to see the 

fact and reason why you, covenant young people, who stand firmly upon and walk faithfully in 

the truth, are always the object of attack. The Truth places you right in the midst of the battle. 

You now readily understand why they cast Christ out of the synagogues, persecuted and 

maltreated Him in every conceivable way. For He is the Truth. And the world hates the truth and 

opposes it. Error is always against the truth. Do you have reason to expect it to be different with 

you? When you walk in your home, in your church, in your business, in your place of labor, in 

your sphere of pleasure and entertainment in the truth, that is, in harmony with the revealed 

Word of God, can you expect that the world in which no truth is found will leave you alone?  

 Never! 

 Walking in obedience to your Master, THE TRUTH, you must expect a battle. The 

enemy of your Master is your enemy. He surrounds you and uses every power and opportunity 

he can to dissuade you from the truth. Do not shirk from that battle! Do not be afraid! Be 

steadfast! Refuse compromise! Remember it is Truth vs. Error! 

 Walk in the truth and the truth shall make you free! More glorious assurance of victory 

there is not. 
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