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 Yes, indeed, power Christ had to lay down His life in order that He might take it again! 

Had it not been so, His death would still have been vain, and could not have had the value of a 

sacrifice blotting out our sins. No one could possibly offer His life as a vicarious sacrifice, unless 

he had been authorized by the Judge of heaven and earth. Christ, however, had power so to lay 

down His life that he might take it again in glory, and that by this voluntary death He might 

obtain forgiveness, eternal righteousness and life for His own. 

 The idea that must have the emphasis here, according to the meaning of the original, is 

that Christ had received authority to lay down His life, and to take it again. To be sure, Christ 

also had power in the sense of ability and strength to lay down His life as a sacrifice; for He is 

the eternal Son of God, and as such He is the Lord of life and death. And He was in position to 

give His life as a sacrifice for sin, for He was without sin, and was not Himself under the 

sentence of death. We have no life to give away or to offer as a sacrifice to God. We are under 

the death sentence. How could a criminal, sentenced to death and about to die on the gallows, 

stipulate that his death should be received as a sacrifice for his fellow criminals? But the Saviour 

knew no sin. He was, therefore, in a position to offer His life to God as a sacrifice for the sins of 

others. And He was capable of bringing the perfect sacrifice as an act of perfect obedience, 

because it was His meat to do the Father’s will. He was the perfect High Priest, Who not only 

had a sacrifice to offer without blemish, but Who could also make the offering an act of perfect 

love of God. And even as He was capable of laying down His life as a sacrifice, so He had power 

to take it again, for He is the life and the resurrection! 

 Yet, the idea that He had authority to lay down His life and to take it again, must have all 

the emphasis. Of what avail would it be that a man would deprive himself of his life, or take the 

place of another on the gallows, if such a sacrifice were not authorized and accepted by the 

judge? Christ was authorized, officially appointed and empowered to lay down His life and to 

take it again. He was God’s High Priest, appointed to bring the atoning sacrifice instead of His 

people. And so, the cross is indeed the manifestation of the great love of the Good Shepherd for 

His sheep, but it is ultimately the revelation of the unfathomable, eternal, and unchangeable love 

of God to us. The cross is not the cause of the love of God to His people, but the outflow and 

central revelation of that love. “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 

that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Surveying the 

wondrous cross by faith, we are assured that on that accursed tree “God was in Christ reconciling 

the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them.” II Cor. 5:19. And relying on 

that eternal love of God revealed in the cross of His Son, we have righteousness in the midst of 

our present sin and guilt; peace with God, transcendent, victorious peace, in the midst of the 

present unrest; and eternal life and glory even while we still lie in the midst of our present death! 

 

This Pre-Lenten thought is an extract from chapter seven of “The Amazing Cross” by the Rev. H. 

Hoeksema, one of the fine books offered to our readers in the special subscription offer given on 

the back cover of this issue. 
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