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 Even as the adults – the members and their families – have experienced the breakdown of 

the denominational and institutional life of our churches by the recent so-called “split” in the 

Protestant Reformed Churches, so our young people have experienced the disruption of our 

church life, as it has affected them in their young lives, in their contact with our church. In young 

people’s societies, catechism classes, Sunday schools, and young people’s boards, as well as in 

the churches, the young people see with their own eyes the results of separation and division. 

 “Beacon Lights,” the literary voice of our young people, their societies, and the 

Federation Board, found it necessary to re-organize its editorial and publishing arrangements, in 

order to meet the needs of the young people who desired to remain faithful to the historic 

Biblical and theological position of the Protestant Reformed Churches. Therefore, in the midst of 

the present situation that has developed and now prevails in our family of churches, faithful 

Protestant Reformed young people are called upon to give no vent to feelings of despair, but to 

continue fervent in hope. “Hope maketh not ashamed,” said Paul the Apostle. 

 “Hope,” someone will ask, “what is hope?” The answer to this question is: Hope is that 

Christian virtue that expresses itself in a certain, definite expectation, coupled with a longing of 

the heart after the desired end. The content of hope, as a Christian virtue, is the final and ultimate 

glory of God. Christian young people are God’s people, to whom God has given, by sovereign 

and free grace, hope, as a living thing – living in the hearts of His people. Armed with hope, 

Christian young people will have victory in the midst of any battle, any fray, for their hope is in 

the Lord. No matter, then, what given situation develops in their young lives, they have the calm 

assurance that all is well. Their God will bring victory out of the seeming defeat. In this way, 

hope is the bulwark of the child of God. 

 The beautiful plant of hope, it is thought, thrives best in the soil of prosperity. But such a 

view does not accord with reality. The truth of the matter is – if we retain the metaphor – that 

this same plant of hope will bloom when watered by the tears of tribulation, trial or adversity. 

Out of tribulation, or any other form of suffering, hope takes heart and courage. Hope will reveal 

itself as a true, living hope – a beautiful gift – when it is a hope that is sanctified by the grace of 

God. Tribulation will not form a shadow on hope; but, instead, tribulation will be a ray of 

sunshine. 

 Because tribulation does not hinder the growth of hope, but fosters it, the present 

difficulty that has arisen in our churches must be considered as a form of suffering for the cause 

of Christ in this present evil world. The suffering that young people experience now – as they 

find themselves deeply affected by the developments that have already transpired, and have now 

become history, plus the present existing scene – these experiences for them will give substance 

to their hope. Tribulation, on this basis, as it takes the form of suffering for the cause of Christ in 

our churches, will never be cause for despair, but will be cause for rejoicing. Christian young 

people who correctly evaluate tribulations do not merely accept them as simply accidents; but 

they rejoice in the tribulations and trials that come, for they count it indeed a privilege that they 

can suffer for the cause of Christ in whatever circumstances God places them. The “split” itself 

is not cause for rejoicing. It could not be so, never. Rather, the split is cause for sorrow and grief 

of soul. But the sorrow does not give way to despair, and end there. True sorrow is godly sorrow. 

It is sorrow that is sanctified by the Word of God and prayer. True sorrow is sorrow over sin, and 



brings forth the fruit of repentance. Sorrow over the disrupted denominational and institutional 

life of the Protestant Reformed Churches is sorrow that arises in the hearts of the children of God 

in our churches because sin is manifest in the history that revolves around the two heretical 

statements of the Rev. H. De Wolf which were condemned by the classis of our churches. This 

history is well known in the circle of the Protestant Reformed Churches. Our young people, who 

love the cause of God and His truth, look at the “split” as the work of God’s hand whereby He is 

pleased to develop, further, the truth of His covenant and His promise, as being a promise that is 

unconditionally given to His elect in the line of the generations of the believers and their seed. 

This truth of the Word of God is crystallized in the hearts of God’s people through the means of 

the present controversy. The cause for rejoicing lies in God, and in His truth. “He that glorieth, 

let him glory in the Lord.” I Cor. 1:31. 

 In addition to what the Sacred Writings teach about the relation of tribulation and 

suffering to hope, the Bible teaches the truth that tribulation makes a definite contribution to the 

spiritual life of the Christian young person. Tribulation works a positive advantage to hope, and 

that advantage is this: tribulation strengthens hope. Tribulation strengthens the hope of the 

Christian in three ways. 

 First, tribulation and suffering work in such a way that the cause of God prospers in the 

midst of the world. Not because of the world does it prosper, but the cause of God prospers 

because it is the cause of God. No trial, no trouble, nor sorrow, nor need, nor any other adversity 

is used of the Lord to the detriment of His cause, which is the cause of His kingdom and 

covenant. All things work together for the good of His kingdom. 

 Secondly, tribulation strengthens hope in such a way that the longing of hope is 

intensified. With every form of suffering, the cry of God’s people, whether in youth or in 

advancing years, is the cry of the heart, and the desire of heart for the realization of the final 

glory of God. The longing of the Christian’s hope is raised in the prayer that God’s determinate 

counsel and will concerning all things, and in connection with all things, may soon come to pass, 

even when God’s plan includes tribulation. 

 Thirdly, tribulation strengthens hope, to the end that the consciousness of the certainty of 

the Lord’s victory grips the heart and mind and soul of God’s child. The Lord is always 

victorious in battle, even before the battle starts. His name is Jehovah, the Lord God of Hosts. 

Because He is the Victor and the One who conquers all His foes, His people share in His 

conquests; for they are identified with Him by a living faith and the bond of love, by the 

indwelling of the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of Christ, Who dwells in the hearts of His people, and 

by the power of the Lord’s Word. Tribulation serves hope best by giving to hope the 

consciousness that the victory of the Lord’s cause is certain even in the face of a seeming defeat. 

Even death must serve the cause of God, His church, and His people, His elect, which are, 

historically, the believers. 

 The knowledge of the way in which God works, so that all forms of suffering serve His 

cause, is not a matter of simple addition or subtraction. If this were so, the most faithful Christian 

would be one who made high grades in his arithmetic class. The hearty confidence of the 

believing young person – that God works adversity as a benefit to hope – is knowledge that is an 

act of faith. By faith which God gives to His people – never a condition – through His Spirit and 

Word, the Lord works the knowledge that all forms of suffering and trial serve the interests of 

His kingdom and His covenant. 

 Therefore, the conclusion must be reached that all the present difficulties that beset the 

activities of Protestant Reformed young people as a result of the present difficulty and disruption 



in our churches must never give rise in the hearts of our young people to a comfortless despair. 

But the present tribulation, in whatever form it takes, must be a God-given means to be used of 

the Lord to bring forth a strong hope, and a holy courage and daring for the future. May the Lord 

so will it. 
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