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When we talk about doing “personal evangelism’ what should we really be doing? What 

precisely is our calling as Christians? That is the question we want to address in this installment. 

Personal evangelism is not giving little sermons, little talks about Christianity to people. 

We leave preaching sermons to the official ministry of the church. Furthermore, it is quite 

unrealistic to imagine that many people in the world today would be willing to sit down to listen 

to a little mini-sermon from us. Personal evangelism is not presenting “four spiritual laws" to 

people. Besides the fact that the commonly used so called four spiritual laws are rather thorough-

ly unbiblical, it is doubtful whether the gospel can be presented to a person in a short, superficial, 

very general, summary form. Personal evangelism is not done by going house to house and 

knocking on doors. Though this is a popular method of evangelism it has been proven to be the 

least of all effective. Talking to a complete stranger about the gospel is difficult and usually not 

very significant. All we have to do is imagine our own response to some complete stranger who 

knocks on our door. Personal evangelism is not merely passing out tracts and literature, though 

sometimes giving a person a good piece of literature to read can lead to some further contact 

with that person. 

Personal evangelism is talking about the truth of the gospel with people whom we meet 

in the daily course of our life. The vast majority of situations in which we meet people in our life 

are casual and brief. There is little opportunity to speak with them in any significant way. It 

usually creates a strained attitude in people to begin talking out of the blue, so to speak, about 

Christianity. People are usually quickly turned off by this and feel so uncomfortable that this 

hinders their receiving anything you say. Though I have seen Christians in my life who have the 

gift to direct conversations with people very quickly after they have met. In some cases at least 

this has been admirable. It has shown to others what is absolutely uppermost in their mind and 

life and the great urgency of the spiritual questions of our life. It can sometimes happen that we 

are sitting next to a person on a bus or plane that the opportunity arises to talk to them about the 

truth of the Lord. Such opportunities are rare however. 

In the main, personal evangelism is talking to people with whom we have more extensive 

and significant contact. It is talking with those who are our relatives and friends, with whom we 

have a long-standing tie. It is talking with those who live next door to us, those with whom we 

go to school and those we work with every day or maybe engage in a regular sport activity with. 

It is a tragedy if we have for weeks and months and even years had contact with a person and 

never so much as said one word to them about our faith in God and the truth of the Lord we 

believe. 

Personal evangelism is actually talking to people about the truth of the gospel. That takes 

a lot of courage and initiative. But that is exactly what is required. If we have never done that in 

our life then we ought to be ashamed of ourselves. Personal evangelism means that we get over 

the natural fear, uneasiness, timidity and unfamiliarity we have about doing this kind of thing. 

There are of course all kinds of different people that we live with every day. There are 

those who belong to our own church with whom we are one in the faith and with whom it should 

be easy for us to talk about spiritual matters and the great truth of God we both love. There will 

also be those from other churches than our own whom we work with whose faith is quite 

different than ours is and in many areas we believe not according to the scriptures. There will be 



those who are nominally Christians but who do not live at all as Christians. In our American 

society the majority of people probably fall into that category. There will also be those who are 

completely indifferent to any semblance of religion. And finally, there will be plenty of people in 

our apostate society that are openly antagonistic to Christianity. They will be quick to ridicule 

and mock anything we say about Christianity. 

Those who are antagonistic to the Christian faith will often hate any attempt at talking 

about Christianity. They will simply refuse to talk about any spiritual aspect of life. They will try 

to change the subject immediately or they will try to put you off by mocking and ridiculing you. 

In doing personal evangelism we must be ready to bear this and not be discouraged by it. This is 

part of the shame and persecution we must bear for the Lord’s sake. In many cases talking to 

such people is “casting pearls before the swine.” Especially if they begin to mock and blaspheme 

when we try to discuss the truth of God with them, we soon will not continue; often it is even 

wrong to continue. The Lord may give us the proper opportunity to give a warning to such of the 

judgment of God that is upon the life of the ungodly. But unpleasant encounters with open and 

defiant ungodly men ought not to discourage us from ever talking about spiritual matters with 

anyone outside of the church. It is possible that even an ungodly man will sometimes be willing 

to discuss spiritual things though not from a genuine spiritual interest. Furthermore, we know not 

what the Lord may do through our testimony to the openly ungodly. 

If we make it common practice to have spiritual conversations with the people we meet in 

our daily life, we might also be surprised that some are willing to listen and discuss things 

spiritual. In rare cases we might have the opportunity to speak of the very basic and simple 

things of the truth of God and the Christian faith to someone who does not at all know the Lord 

or is far from the truth in his life. We ought to be able to do this. Personal evangelism is not just 

talking with people who already know the Lord, it includes talking with those who do not know 

the Lord. 

One of the best opportunities to talk about the Lord is in connection with the misery and 

wretchedness of broken and sinful lives that people live in. Our world is full of such misery and 

wretchedness. We may not take a callous attitude towards all this. We must show ourselves to be 

a caring and compassionate people. We are called to be full of good works in our life. We are 

called to show the love and mercy of Christ in very practical ways to our neighbors. We are to do 

this first of all to the household of faith but we ought to show this attitude also to our unbelieving 

and ungodly neighbors. It is not for no reason that our Lord when He preached also performed 

most of his miracles of healing. He had compassion on men. He healed the sick, made the blind 

to see, the deaf to hear and the lame to walk. We of course do not have the power of the Lord to 

perform miracles in our day. We do have the calling to follow the example of our Lord in 

showing compassion and concern to our fellow man. This ought to be a distinguishing mark of 

the life of every Christian. Some of the best actual personal evangelism is done with people to 

whom we show genuine, practical love and concern in our life. Our world is full of people in 

great trouble and sorrow. We know and believe that the Lord is the ultimate answer to that 

trouble. We do not mean that in a superficial and Arminian way according to which some tell 

people “accept the Lord and all your troubles will be over." We believe that in the absolute 

profoundest sense of the word, man’s great misery and trouble is due to his sin and his only hope 

is salvation in Christ Jesus. If we are a cold and heartless people or a people who are always 

making trouble with our neighbors, personal evangelism will be impossible. 

Many of the people that we work and live with profess themselves to be Christians. Some 

of them may even go to church regularly. Many belong to churches that have great doctrinal 



differences with us. Among such there may be children of God. Our calling to such is by the 

grace of God to help lead them to a more perfect understanding of the truth of God. Doing this 

will require the deepest humility on our part, and great patience and perseverance. In some cases, 

our speaking to such people may rather quickly lead to a great doctrinal debate. And of course 

when there are doctrinal differences, these differences ought to be discussed and not just ignored. 

Christianity involves doctrine. There is not true Christianity without doctrine. We are not faithful 

witnesses when we take the approach with people from other churches that we will talk only 

about the “lowest common denominator” and agree to avoid any areas of Christian truth where 

we have differences. We have a calling to people who hold to what we believe are false 

doctrines. We may not take the approach that all churches are basically alike and that it does not 

matter so much what one believes as long as they are generally Christian. 

The Reformed faith is a rich and glorious faith that is consistently Biblical and 

preeminently God glorifying. As Reformed Christians, we ought to know and love the Reformed 

faith in its beautiful distinctiveness in our age of great apostasy. Our personal evangelism ought 

to include talking with others who call themselves Christians about great truths such as 

sovereignty of God, predestination, limited and definite atonement and the truths of God’s 

covenant of grace. We need to be able to talk about what we know and believe to be the truth of 

the Word of God. We need to be able to do that in a loving and humble way without conveying 

pride and arrogance and an immediate condemnatory attitude especially to those who are fellow 

Christians. We need to develop skills and proper spiritual attitudes to speak persuasively and 

zealously about the distinctive truths that we believe. We need to be able to simply and plainly 

show the truth of the Reformed faith from a thorough knowledge of the scriptures. 

Let me close this article by emphasizing that personal evangelism includes inviting 

people to our church. There is far too much supposed evangelism that ignores almost entirely the 

church of Jesus Christ. God’s people need the church and the ministry of the Word. We believe 

that the preaching of the Word is the chief means of grace whereby God brings His elect to 

salvation. The preaching is also the chief means through which the Lord will have His people 

instructed and strengthened in the faith. Simply put, Christians need the true church of Jesus 

Christ. One of the greatest aspects of personal evangelism is inciting people, encouraging people 

to come to church with us. By no means will we always be able to encourage people to come 

along with us, in fact only very rarely. Yet this is not something we forget. This is our goal and 

this we believe is good. 
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