
Watching Daily at My Gates 
 Skip Hunter 

 
October 1 

Daniel 4:20-37 The sin of pride brings down more people, churches, and other 

institutions than any other. We quite often get off on the right foot, and then we fall into 

Nebuchadnezzar’s sin. We begin to think that this church or school or whatever is the 

work of our hands. We must stop and remember and bless Jehovah who made heaven and 

earth. Churches and schools are necessary but we must never erect them for our own 

pride. God humbled the great Nebuchadnezzar; He will humble us if we need it. Sing or 

read Psalter 304 especially stanzas 1-3 and 6. 

 

October 2 

Ephesians 3:14-21 Paul gives us the positive outlook on the characteristic of humility. 

In this chapter, Paul recounts that by the grace of God he became a minister so that he 

could preach to the Ephesians. But he takes none of the glory for himself. In this chapter 

and in many others Paul is always careful to give the glory to the most-high God. We, 

too, must make that our goal. As members of His church, we must remember that it is His 

church. The world today thinks little of someone who does not take all the glory he can 

receive. But we are not of the world, we are of Christ. Sing or read Psalter 306. 

 

October 3 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-14 Solomon saw that God had set up an orderly creation including 

time. God gave to us certain times to do certain things. Today is the Sabbath. God in 

Genesis 1 gave us the Sabbath as a day of rest from our earthly work. In the fourth 

commandment he give guidelines on how to glorify Him on the Sabbath. Are we using 

the Sabbath as a day to remember and keep holy? Are we giving God His due on His 

day? The world wants nothing to do with God’s Sabbath. But we are not of the world, we 

are a chosen people elect according to the good pleasure of God. Let’s put aside all things 

that belong to man and take up the things of God. Sing or read Psalter 349. 

 

October 4 

Galatians 6:1-10 Reread verse seven. Do you, young people and older people, think 

you can hide your works from God? Do we think that our justifications (excuses) fool our 

heavenly Father? We hide nothing from God. We must always realize that fact in our 

lives. We are called to glorify God alone and no one else. If we do that, we will have 

nothing to hide from our heavenly Father. Sing or read Psalter 302. 

 

October 5 

Esther 4 Wicked Haman and Ahasuerus had just given the order that Jews could 

be killed throughout all of the kingdom. When Esther hears the words, she is directed by 

Mordecai to go to the king and plead for deliverance. Esther agrees with her uncle and 

goes to the king. But Esther does not go with the confidence of God’s sure promises. She 

goes with the attitude – “What have I got to lose?” We have seen that Esther and 

Mordecai have never used the ways of Jehovah before and they don’t this time either. 



This may never be our way. Hard times are coming to the child of God. We must face 

them with the confidence that all things work for good to them that love God. Sing or 

read Psalter 106 especially stanzas 1, 2, 5, and 6. 

 

October 6 

Hebrews 4:9-16 Verse 16 provides a contrast to the attitude found in yesterday’s 

passage. Here we find that the child of God because of Christ need not fear to ask his 

heavenly Father for help in time of need. Because of Christ we can come boldly to God’s 

throne in prayer. Christ suffered all the same experiences we do including temptation to 

sin. He knows our frailties and cares, and when we go to the Father through Him He will 

be our advocate. If a hard situation confronts us, we need not fear. We can lay our 

burdens on Jesus our brother. We can do this in the confidence that our Father will hear 

and answer us. Sing or read Psalter 278. 

 

October 7 

Exodus 3:13-17 One of our most precious possessions is that of the covenant - that 

promise that God will be our God and we will be His people. As a pledge to that 

covenant, He has given us His name I AM. We can rest assured that if I AM speaks it 

will surely come to pass. Moses felt he needed strong proof to show that God sent Him. 

God gave the strongest proof there is - His name. For us, too, the name which signifies 

the covenant is the proof of our salvation. Let us give thanks unto God for this gift! Sing 

or read Psalter 423 especially stanzas 6 and 7. 

 

October 8 

I Corinthians 10:19-26         The Christians in Corinth lived in a most wicked city. They 

were tempted on every side and in every place by the devil. Paul had to remind them that 

they could not do the things of Satan and the things of God. We, too, live in a most 

wicked place. Satan tempts us constantly. It is Friday night. Satan loves to see covenant 

young people go away on Friday night. By getting them into his playgrounds, he can 

tempt them to drink his cup. People of God stay away from the devil’s playground. Walk 

the walk of faith tonight “for the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.” Sing or read 

Psalter 23 especially stanzas 1, 3, 5 and 6. 

 

October 9 

Ezekiel 5:5-13         When we read these words of doom which God pronounces upon His 

church that has gone astray, often we have two thoughts. We either are inclined to think 

that these words are for the old dispensation and have no meaning for us, or we feel there 

is no hope for us. Both of these thoughts are wrong. When we read about the Old 

Testament church, we must realize that we are one with them and every word written for 

them is written for us. When we feel a lack of hope, we must remember that Christ has 

delivered us from all of our sins. We have the hope of the last part of this book which is 

heaven. Sing or read Psalter 216 especially stanzas 1 and 3. 

 

October 10 

I John 2:5-11     Young people do you love your brothers and sisters in the Lord? I 

don’t mean some of them. I mean all of them. Do you seek them out so that they know 



that you love them? Can they tell your love for them just by the way you see them in 

passing? If you don’t love them, you hate them. If you hate them, you hate God! There is 

no other way to understand the words of our passage today. Part of the effect of God’s 

covenant is that there is friendship not only between God and His people but also 

between every one of His people. Sing or read Psalter 113 especially stanzas 1-4. 

 

October 11 

Ezra 5:1-5 Israel had returned from captivity. The building of the temple was going 

slowly. After being scolded by Haggai and Zechariah, the leaders began the work again. 

Once again Satan tried to stop them by using several evil men. But, as we read in verse 

five, God’s eye was on the elders and they persisted with their work. We must remember 

this even as we do the work of the kingdom. Whether it be mission work, building a 

church or school, or whatever God calls us to do, His eye is upon us. We have no need to 

falter in doing the work of the kingdom with the eye of God upon us. Sing or read Psalter 

421 especially stanzas 2 and 3. 

 

October 12 

I Peter 2:13-24      Once in a while we need to be reminded about our duty toward those 

in authority over us. I speak of the earthly rulers under whom God has placed us. 

Sometimes we get caught up in the world’s way of making fun of them, and we forget 

that they are the servants of God. They can and will make laws which are in disobedience 

to God’s law. Yet this passage instructs us to submit and to honor the authority. We must 

obey God’s law even though it may bring earthly punishment. The passage gives us 

Christ as an example. This is a powerful example because through His obedience to God 

comes our salvation. Sing or Read Psalter 392 especially stanzas 1, 4, and 6. 

 

October 13 

Genesis 22:1-14 Abraham’s thoughts were how could he do such a thing to his 

beloved son. Then he was startled out of his thoughts by Isaac asking, “Where is the 

lamb?” Abraham answered with the beautiful answer of faith, “God will provide himself 

a lamb.” Do we take this answer on our lips enough? As we seek for a mate, job, house, 

or whatever; do we have faith to say that God will provide for us? As young people, you 

have many questions about the future. Leave the future in the hands of God and say with 

Abraham, “God will provide.” Sing or read Psalter 396 especially stanzas 1-4. 

 

October 14 

I Thessalonians 4:1-12      In this chapter Paul gives the church many exhortations about a 

right Christian walk. The first section is in the negative as he tells how to please God by 

abstaining from various sins. Then in verses eleven and twelve he tells us what we must 

be doing. First, he commends study which can only be the study of the word of God. 

Then he tells us to work with our hands. One of the fruits of such study and work is the 

care of the poor. God places the poor among us for our care. Are we caring for them 

diligently? Look around you, young people, is there someone in your church or school 

you can help? Sing or read Psalter 48 especially stanzas 1, 3 and 8. 

 

October 15 



Habakkuk 1 In this first chapter the prophet is depressed over the state of the 

church. He feels that God has forgotten them, and that the wicked can do what they want. 

But yet he speaks some words of hope as well. First of all, he shows that God is all 

powerful. It is God who will bring the Chaldeans to afflict Israel. Then in verse twelve he 

speaks of the everlastingness of God. He knows that God will not cause the church to 

perish. We must not look at hopeless situations with despair. We must trust in our Lord 

and He will deliver us even from the depths of our sin. Sing or read Psalter 22. 

 

October 16 

I Timothy 4:12-16 Young people, you have a calling to witness unto others the things 

of God. Paul wrote unto this young minister not to be afraid because he was young. You 

too must live pure lives with that truth ringing in your ears. Each of you has a specific 

gift of the spirit. Use that gift vigorously and to God’s honor and glory. Don’t be afraid to 

speak out about the faith that you have. There is a great reward in doing this. We see 

from verse 16 that salvation is involved - both yours and those around you. Sing or read 

Psalter 132 especially stanzas 1, 2, 4, and 5. 

 

October 17 

Haggai 2:14-19 Israel had failed in building the temple. They had failed because 

they thought their own comfort and pleasure was more important. Evidently there had 

been a famine and drought in the land. Israel failed to see God’s hand of judgment in the 

famine. This past summer has been one of floods, storms, and drought. Have we 

recognized the hand of God? Did we see not only signs of the times, but also God’s hand 

of judgment on His people for not carrying out the work of the kingdom? Sing or read 

Psalter 144. 

 

October 18 

II Corinthians 4:13-18         Are you weary of the troubles of the world? Has God brought 

upon you some great calamity? Do you feel that you are without hope? Read verse 

seventeen again. These afflictions are light! Light, you say? How can they be light when I 

don’t know where to turn? They are light precisely because you do have somewhere to 

turn. We have Christ, and through Him our heavenly Father. Don’t concentrate so much 

on things of this life. Look above and see the glory that awaits us. Our afflictions are light 

compared with the weight of glory that is ours in heaven. Sing or read Psalter 31 

especially stanzas 1, 4, and 7. 

 

October 19 

Hosea 14 Hosea was called to preach during wicked times in Israel and Judah. 

Reading through this short book will show you the wickedness of the day. But God sent 

him to bring the Word to the elect. He preached to them repentance and the necessity of 

repentance. In this last chapter, he shows the blessings of repentance. The elect sinner 

who repents will confess that the ways of the Lord are right and must be followed. In 

contrast the reprobate will fall in those ways. In the way of repentance, we will taste the 

goodness of Jehovah. Sing or read Psalter 144. 

 

October 20 



II John         The first part of this short epistle admonishes us to walk in love. The second 

part warns us that if we do not walk in love we will be in danger of falling into false 

doctrines. Many times we hear people speak of love, but then say that true doctrine is not 

important. This short book contradicts that evil position. As children of God we must 

know the doctrines that He has set forth in His word. Then we must shun those who do 

not follow such doctrines. And then we can be assured of the Father’s love and be able to 

walk in love ourselves. Sing or read Psalter 328. 

 

October 21 

I Chronicles 14:8-17       Do you wish that God would tell you what steps to take next in 

your life? Do you think David had it easy because God told him which way to turn, and 

then David’s fame grew? We, however, have more than David. First of all, we have 

Christ; David only ever had pictures. Secondly, we have the whole Word of God. True, 

the Bible will not tell you exactly what to do, but by knowing the Scriptures you can seek 

out God’s will for you. After searching the Bible and praying Christ will send His Spirit 

and help you with your cares of this life. Search the Scriptures and you will be rewarded. 

Sing or read Psalter 339. 

 

October 22 

II Peter 3:13-18 The first part of this chapter warns us to be watching for the return 

of Christ. In the second part it gives some guidelines on how to watch. In verse sixteen 

Peter warns against those that take Scripture and interpret for their own end. Haven’t we 

seen much of that in the world today? In the next two verses Peter tells us to watch out 

and not fall into this error, but rather grow in grace. Growth in grace can only come about 

when the Bible is used correctly, for that is all the Holy Spirit will bless with grace. Study 

the Scriptures, young people, and do not be deceived by those who twist it. Sing or read 

Psalter 338. 

 

October 23 

I Kings 3:5-14      God came to Solomon in a dream and give him a choice of anything he 

wanted. What would you pick? Would it be some material item? Would it be a good 

education? Would you ask for a wife or husband? Solomon’s choice was wisdom. The 

type of wisdom was that which he speaks of throughout the book of Proverbs. The 

wisdom he wanted had to do with the fear of Jehovah. God was pleased with Solomon’s 

choice. He blessed him with many earthly blessings. What about us? Do we care enough 

about the fear of Jehovah to seek it as eagerly as we do some material item? Sing or read 

Psalter 428 especially stanzas 2 and 3. 

 

October 24 

II Thessalonians 3:6-18        What do you do with your spare time? What do you do when 

you are not legitimately occupied with school, work, or other things of the kingdom. This 

passage portrays two possible behaviors. First of all, there is a disorderly walk which 

some follow. Then there is the much desired being busy in well doing. Paul exhorts us to 

not be weary in well doing. We can always find something to do which can be 

characterized under this term. This can be recreation as well. There is recreation which is 



blessed by God. So, people of God, use your time well and be not weary in well doing. 

Sing or read Psalter 301. 

 

October 25 

II Kings 6:8-17 Do you feel, young people, that around you are nothing but evil 

people trying to make you do wrong? Do you feel that if you try to profess your faith 

among these wicked, that you will be persecuted? The prophet Elisha must have felt that 

quite often. First of all he had to work in Israel that had gone astray. Then he had to face 

the wicked like the king of Syria. Elisha's faith was such that he could say, “They that be 

with us are more than they that be with them.” Elisha realized that the hosts of God were 

on his side. By faith, we too, can have the same confidence, and we can go out into the 

world and profess our faith. Pray for the confidence of faith. Sing or read Psalter 306. 

 

October 26 

II Timothy 2:1-14 Paul gives the young preacher Timothy good advice about how to 

go about his work. That advice is applicable to us today as well if we are to live lives 

acceptable to God. In verse four Paul tells Timothy not to become entangled with the 

affairs of this life. We can apply this to our lives as well. The world has taken days and 

made holidays out of them. They have done that to church holy days and others. One of 

the most blasphemous is coming up. Are you going to partake in evil Halloween? We 

must flee such days. It is not just a night of innocent fun. Stand fast, people of God, and 

please God who has chosen you to fight. Sing or read Psalter 217. 

 

October 27 

II Chronicles 19:4-11     When Jehoshaphat became king in Judah, he brought about a 

revival in the land. One of the acts he did was to establish rulers of various types 

throughout the land. As he established them he reminded them that God had placed them 

in authority and that they had to answer to God. We need to look at this passage in two 

ways. First, we need to see that because God establishes authority we are bound to obey 

it. Secondly, when we are put in a place of authority we must act according to the 

commandments of God. We all fall into one or both of these categories; let us ask God 

for help in carrying out our station in life. Sing or read Psalter 223. 

 

October 28 

James 3:1-12       The book of James is full of practical instruction. The Holy Spirit 

through James has given us much on how to direct our lives. In this passage, we find 

instruction needed by all. God has given to all of us the gift of language. Satan loves to 

take this gift and twist it to his benefit. We must learn the admonitions found here and 

apply them to our lives. Our tongues can do great things; our tongues can cause the most 

dastardly evils. We must pray that our tongues only speak that which is in harmony with 

God’s will. Sing or read Psalter 105. 

 

October 29 

Isaiah 51:9-16     God is great. It is He that hath created the world. He has caused all 

manner of miracles to come to pass for His people. What is our response? We find it in 

verse eleven. God’s people will approach Him with singing. We will come unto Him 



singing the songs He has given us. Our great God deserves nothing else. Let us enter into 

His courts with praise. Sing or read Psalter 39. 

 

October 30 

John 1:1-14 Jesus has been from the beginning. He came into Israel and Israel rejected 

Him. This is the testimony of John 1. Do you believe this, people of God? Do you believe 

that Jesus was at creation? Do you believe that He is the Light of the world? If you do, 

then you must receive Him. How is this possible? Only by faith. Only by that faith which 

is the bond that unites us to Christ. What a wonder that we have been chosen out of all 

the people of the world! Let us bow before the Word made flesh and behold His glory. 

Sing or read Psalter 4 especially stanzas 3 and 5. 

 

October 31 

Galatians 3:1-1 After the first few hundred years of the new dispensation an 

important truth was lost to the church as a whole. It was not until 1521 that the Holy 

Spirit led Martin Luther to rediscover the truth, “The just shall live by faith.” This led to 

the great Reformation which we celebrate today. Is that our life? Do we live by faith? Is 

the faith of our fathers evident in our lives? Take this day and every day to ponder this 

truth. But don’t stop there! Live in that faith today and every day. Sing or read Psalter 

364. 
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