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The topic of the 1993 Protestant Reformed Young Peoples Convention was 'Spiritual 

Youth in a Carnal World’. Rev. A. Spriensma spoke on Spiritual Youth in Entertainment. He 

brought across to us that our life as young Christians is not governed by a bunch of rules, but that 

we are in entertainment, in work and in all areas of life to do all things to the Glory of God. The 

second speech by Rev. K. Koole was on Spiritual Youth in the Workplace. This is where we are 

to show that we must live the antithesis. This is where people must see that we are different from 

the world around us. The third and final speech by Rev. R. Van Overloop was on Spiritual Youth 

in Sex and in Dating. He spoke very powerfully on how we as young Christians should conduct 

ourselves in these areas and also applied it well to things that had been and were happening at the 

convention that week. 

The speeches were what made the convention, for me, something which I will always 

remember. God has given you young people in the PRC something which not many in this world 

have. He has given you the choice of the Laborers in His Vineyard. He has given you an 

abundant treasure of sound doctrinal preaching and a place in a Church which bears the marks of 

the truth of God’s Word. Always remember this and don’t ever take it for granted. 

I must also commend the steering committee for all the hard work that they put into 

organizing this convention. Also, the chaperons and all the people from the Hull and Doon 

congregations that helped in organizing all the activities for the week, it was great. 

The convention is over, the work has been done by the Ministers in bringing God's word 

to us in the speeches. We now must not think that we can go away from this convention week 

and forget about these speeches and just remember all the fun we had and all the new friends we 

made. No, it is our duty now as Spiritual Youth to apply this word of God which we have heard 

to our own lives. We, as Spiritual youth, are to live the antithesis, not only at home but at work, 

with our friends, and also in the Church. 

We, in our witness, are to stand apart in everything and in all areas of life. Standing apart 

is being separate and not doing everything everyone else is doing because it’s cool or because 

it’s the normal thing to do. The first thing that people see of us is the way we dress. We should 

bear a witness then to the world in the way we dress. I think that amongst Protestant Reformed 

Young People there is room for a lot of improvement in this area. Should young Christians go 

around wearing T-shirts bearing logos of their favorite sports teams? Should young Christian 

girls wear skimpy two-piece swim suits that barely cover anything, that almost may as well not 

be worn. People see things like this and immediately associate you with the world and not as 

being separate from it. I am sure that if Christ were living today we would not find him 

approving of or dressing as a lot of our Christian youth do. 

The way in which we dress also affects our life in a lot of different areas. It attracts to us 

friends and relationships which really we should not have. A young girl dressing in a way that 

advertises her body attracts to herself a young man who is not putting God first in his life but is 

after a girl that will look the part next to him. I am sure that many relationships were started at 

this convention not around the discussion of the convention topic but around the fun we were 

having and the attractiveness of that other person and the competition amongst peers. This is not 

the Love of God or of Christ and His Church but is a sick love of the world. 



Our life also bears witness to others in the language we use and the people we mix with. 

It was disappointing for me at the Convention to see a big group of young people standing at the 

far end of the college campus, behind the end dormitories, smoking continuously and indulging 

in conversation and using words which Rev. Koole pointed out to us in his speech should never 

be heard amongst us. Do you do these things because you want to or is it just to be cool and to fit 

in with the rest of the crowd? If it is, then stop it. Live separately and mix with the right kind of 

people. There is that group of young people in your Church also that cares, who have concerns 

for the future of the church - mix with them. 

Now as I close let us take a look at the Scriptures. Proverbs 31:30. “Favour is deceitful, 

and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth Jehovah, she shall be praised.” Remember the Lord 

has given us an attractiveness to one another, and that is good, but without the fear of Jehovah all 

this is deceitful and vain. Christ also speaks of living a separate life and gives us His blessing for 

doing so. Luke 6:22. “Blessed are ye when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you 

from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of man’s 

sake." Also read verses 20-26 in II Corinthians 6 the Apostle Paul points out our duty to live 

separately. Read this, particularly verses 17 and 18 and remember always to read the Word of 

God. 
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