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 August 1 
Ruth 4:13-22         We do not know anything about the birth of David except for the 

names of his father and his father’s relatives. We only know of a few of the women in his 

family, and the most well-known of these were not even Israelites. The little we know 

shows us clear evidence of the providence of God and His wonderful grace toward us. 

Two of David’s relatives were Rahab and Ruth. We should know the stories of these 

women well. Their stories serve to show the providence of God and His greatness. Their 

stories also show us His grace. First we see His grace to these women. Then we see His 

grace to us as from David’s line comes our Christ. Thanks be to God for His unspeakable 

gift. Sing or read Psalter 211. 

 

August 2 
I Samuel 16:1-13 The next episode in the life of David is his anointing to be king 

over Israel. In our last devotional we saw that God’s ways are best. This is true in this 

passage as well. Jesse had eight sons. Jesse and Samuel felt that God would appoint a 

king from the first seven. God did not agree. God told Samuel not to look at the outward 

appearance because He looked at the hearts of these men and they were not suitable for 

His purpose. We, too, must not be satisfied with the outward appearance of those around 

us. No, we cannot look into the spiritual heart of a person, but we can see from his 

spiritual life evidence of that heart. Young people, this is important even as you seek 

friends in this world. Look at their spiritual appearance and see if it is pleasing to God. 

Sing or read Psalter 214 especially stanzas 1, 6 and 7. 

 

August 3 
I Samuel 16:14-23 David has been given the title “Sweet Singer in Israel.” As his 

many Psalms indicate, this title is well deserved. But David did not sing just any songs. 

David’s songs were the songs of Zion. David’s songs were songs that pleased God. We 

see this as God used the songs of David to chase the evil spirit from the heart of Saul. 

What about our songs? Do we sing songs that would earn us the name “Sweet Singer in 

Israel?” Do we sing songs that are pleasing to God? Do we use the musical talents that 

God has given us for His glory alone? When we listen to music, to what do we choose to 

listen? Is it God’s music or Satan’s music? Sing or read Psalter 277 especially stanzas 1 

and 2. 

 

August 4 
I Samuel 17:38-51 You really should read all of today’s chapter to appreciate David’s 

actions. As we study David, we will see how he truly was “a man after God’s own heart.” 

Goliath was troubling Israel, and all Israel trembled at his feet. David was outraged that 

Goliath had defied the armies of the living God. He also was bothered that no one from 

Israel would stand up to this heathen person. David went to fight the Philistine with the 

only weapon the elect ever needs. He went to fight armed with the name of Jehovah. 



With this weapon of faith, he defeated Goliath and pictorially defeated Satan at his worst. 

We must also fight against Satan with the name of Jehovah. With that mighty weapon we 

will prevail in any situation. Sing or read Psalter 158 especially stanzas 1 and 6-8. 

 

August 5 
I Samuel 18:1-9 Can you be the kind of friend that Jonathan was? Jonathan, 

because he was Saul’s son, had a right to the throne of Israel. But that right had been 

taken from him because of his father’s sin. Did Jonathan go off in the corner and pout? 

Did Jonathan wish evil on David and do all he could to make sure that David could not 

get the throne? We never see that in Jonathan. If you remember, David and Jonathan had 

a friendship higher than that of marriage. Their friendship was based on God’s Word. 

Jonathan acted the part of a true friend. You see that here as he takes his royal garments 

off and puts them on David. Are we that kind of friends? Are we willing to put our 

earthly desires behind us so that we may allow our friends to carry out the will of God? 

Sing or read Psalter 369. 

 

August 6 
I Samuel 18:10-16 Saul and David are excellent examples of the antithesis. Saul 

looked only after himself saying “yes” to the things of Satan and “no” to the things of 

God. David, however, by God’s grace would say “yes” to those things of God and “no” 

to those things of Satan. Make no mistake; David was not perfect. He had the old man of 

sin present in him even as we do. He was only a picture of Christ. Jehovah was with 

David according to verse 14 because he walked wisely in all his ways. Do you desire 

God’s favor, young people? Then walk wisely in all His ways. Only then will you 

experience the full measure of the grace of God. Sing or read Psalter 29 especially 

stanzas 1 and 2. 

 

August 7 
I Samuel 22:1-5 Saul’s hatred against David continued to grow until David had to 

flee for his life. David made a mistake, however. David left Canaan to go to Moab. David 

left the promised land, the picture of the church, and the picture of heaven. What about 

us? Are we sometimes tempted to leave the church to go where there is not church 

because we are afraid of something? Are we afraid that we cannot make it financially 

where God is pleased to call His people together so we go to a city without a church? 

God sent the prophet Gad to call David out of Moab and back to Judah. God’s Word is 

plain today that we should remain where the church is. If we do not heed that Word, He 

will chastise us until we return. Stay near the church, young people, and receive the 

blessing of Jehovah. Sing or read Psalter 384. 

 

August 8 

1 Samuel 23:1-6 As David was running from Saul, he was also careful to do the 

work of the Lord. The town of Keilah was oppressed by the workers of Satan, the 

Philistines. David’s men were afraid, but God encouraged them to carry out His work. 

What about us? Are we afraid to do the work of the Lord? Are we fearful to stand up to 

the workers of Satan? We must not be! Even as God promised David sure victory over 



the Philistines, we have sure victory over Satan. It will not be easy. David had to flee 

shortly after winning. We will be scorned for a righteous stand. We must have confidence 

and faith in the ways of Jehovah, and He will give us the victory. Sing or read Psalter 

293. 

 

August 9 

I Samuel 24:1-15 Even though David was promised the throne, he had to wait upon 

Jehovah’s time. Even though Saul had forfeited his right to the throne, David could not 

take the throne until God gave it to him. David could not touch the man anointed by God 

to be king. We, too, must realize that we must wait upon God’s time before we do 

anything. We must never run ahead of God. Running ahead of God is easy to do. 

Sometimes we think we know the answers and so we don’t wait for the will of God. This 

is wrong of us. God’s will is best; ours must be subservient to His. Patience is hard to 

practice; but practice it, young people, and God will bless your way. Sing or read Psalter 

72 especially stanzas 3 and 4. 

 

August 10 

I Samuel 25:1-3; 23-31 If the account of this chapter is not familiar to you, take the 

time to read the whole chapter. David had done good to Nabal; Nabal repaid him with 

evil. David thought to destroy Nabal and his house. Then Nabal’s wife, Abigail, comes to 

David and speaks peaceable words. Abigail is the peacemaker Christ speaks of in the 

beatitude. There, peacemakers are called blessed and children of God. What about us? 

Are we peacemakers in the church? Do we stop our brethren from causing trouble even 

when they have been wronged? This is our calling from God. Notice how Abigail brings 

peace. She does it using the Word of God. That is what we must do as well. Sing or read 

Psalter 350 especially stanzas 4 and 5. 

 

August 11 

I Samuel 30:l-10;21-25 David goes and fights against the Amalekites who had 

wronged him by taking his wives and his men’s wives. They win a great victory and 

gather many spoils. As David is dividing the spoils he gives some to some men who had 

stayed behind guarding the luggage that had been discarded to make the battle easier. In 

doing so, some men who had fought became jealous against their brothers and did not 

want them to share in the spoils. Using his God-given wisdom, David decreed that those 

who stayed behind were as important as those who had fought. We must remember this 

principal in the church as well. All are not called to the front lines in the church. God 

ordains that some stay behind, but yet we must not disdain them because we know that 

they as well will share in eternal life. Sing or read Psalter 156. 

 

August 12 

II Samuel 5:1-12 Amid terrible civil war David received his kingdom. Notice he 

received it. In verse 12 we read that the Lord established David as king. It was a long 

wait from the time Samuel anointed him king in Bethlehem. Many events occurred. But it 

was all in the hand of God who wanted this man king. God wanted this man to be the 

picture of His Son, Christ Jesus. The throne would be established in David and would 

continue until Christ came. We must always remember that David is a picture of Christ. 



There is much for us to learn as we read the accounts of history and as we read David’s 

Psalms. We must learn this because it deals with our salvation. Sing or read Psalter 264 

especially stanzas 1 -3. 

 

August 13 

II Samuel 6:12-19 David wanted the ark brought back to the tabernacle. In this 

chapter, we read of two attempts to do this. In the first God’s laws are disregarded and a 

man is killed for disobedience. In the second David is found in joyful celebration and is 

scorned by his wicked wife, Michal. There are many things to be learned in this chapter. 

The one to which I want to point you is that of worshiping Jehovah. This must be done, 

and it must be done correctly. The Lord will have nothing else. There is great blessing to 

us when we worship Jehovah in spirit and truth. David rejoiced to see the symbol of 

Jehovah put in the tabernacle. Do we rejoice whenever we get opportunity to worship 

Jehovah? Sing or read Psalter 378. 

 

August 14 

II Samuel 7:1-17 David wanted to build a beautiful temple for God. This seemed to 

both Nathan and him to be a good thing to do. But this was not God’s plan. God decreed 

that David’s son would build a temple. David was to be a picture of the warring Christ. 

David had to fight and win the battles against God’s enemies. In telling David this, God 

gave the promise that Christ would come from his line, and that his line would continue 

on the throne until Christ would come. In the last part of chapter seven, David responds 

with a beautiful prayer of submission. Let this be our prayer as well when God reveals 

His will for us even when it is not what we think is right. Sing or read Psalter 367 

especially stanzas 1 and 4. 

 

August 15 

II Samuel 9 David never forgot the kindness Jonathan had shown him even when 

David was running from Saul. He also remembered the covenant they had made because 

of the beautiful spiritual friendship that was theirs. He seeks out crippled Mephibosheth 

and gives him a place in his house. We have a spiritual friendship with Christ. We must 

seek out those who need special attention because of their lot in life. We must not only 

seek them out but we must make sure that they have a place in the fellowship of the 

church of Christ. Christ died for our sins because He loved us. We must show our 

gratitude by our care for others. This care must not be selective; we must care for the 

Mephibosheths in the church. Sing or read Psalter 305 especially stanzas 1,3, and 5. 

 

August 16 

II Samuel 12:1-14 We must never forget that even though David was a picture of 

Christ he was still a man with the old man of sin in him. David fell into wickedness in his 

lifetime. In chapter 11 and 12 we see him brought down because of his pride. He has 

forgotten that God has called him to fight, and he wants to enjoy the lusts of this world. 

God must chastise him severely, and He does it by killing his son. There are many 

lessons to be learned in these chapters. One of them is that we must not give in to the 

temptation of committing adultery and fornication. If we do so, we can be sure that God 

will chastise us. When we are chastised, then we must turn to God and ask for for-



giveness. Forgiveness will be found for the child of God. Read the Fifth Head Article 

Four of the Canons of Dordt for more on this. Sing or read Psalter 140. 

 

August 17 

Samuel 15:13-18 David had sinned against the Lord. One of the chastisements that 

he received was that strife would never leave his house. One of his sons, Absalom, 

rebelled against him. David, for the good of Jerusalem, flees from his son until God 

allows him to return. Through all of this account David shows that he is a man after 

God’s own heart. It was a hard trial, but David knew that it was from Jehovah. God 

brings trial to us, as well. Sometimes they are because of our sin. We must realize that all 

things come from God’s fatherly hand and acknowledge that He will carry us through all 

trials. Sing or read Psalter 202. 

 

August 18 

II Samuel 24:1-4: 15-25 Once again David’s old man of sin rose up against him. A 

sin common to all of us grasped him so tight that he could not be dissuaded. This 

common but great sin was pride. If there is anything that can wreak havoc in the church 

quickly, it is the sin of pride. Pride causes us to say and/or do things which are so vile in 

the sight of God. Pride causes brother to sin against brother. Pride causes good friends to 

speak hard words against one another. We must constantly fight against this tool of Satan. 

If we wish peace in the church, we must put aside pride in ourselves and seek pride in 

God’s name. The whole nation felt the sting of God’s wrath against David’s sin of pride. 

Let us pray that He will spare us from this sin. Sing or read Psalter 366. 

 

August 19 

I Kings 1:28-37 As David neared the last days of his life, one of his sons, Adonijah, 

rose up against him and tried to make himself king. Through the faithful work of 

Bathsheba, Nathan, and others, David was persuaded to give the command to make 

Solomon king. Why was this so important? It is important because through Solomon’s 

line would come the Savior. The promise of an eternal throne led through Solomon. The 

last verse you read contains the words of the covenant promise. That promise is for us as 

well. God saves in the line of covenant generations. Faithfulness to His Word bring great 

blessings. The ultimate blessing is life with Christ in heaven. Sing or read Psalter 151 

especially stanzas 1, 2, and 6. 

 

August 20 

Psalm 24 David the “sweet singer of Israel” wrote at least seventy-three of the 

Psalms. In this one we see a description of the elect and also of Christ. We read that being 

elect makes it necessary that we live a life of sanctification. Just because we are elect 

does not mean that we can “sin that grace may abound.” Our lives must be pure before 

God. It is those who will receive the blessings of salvation. The elect must also seek the 

face of God. This cannot be done while enjoying the pleasures of sin. We must constantly 

be looking upon Jehovah who made heaven and earth. Finally, David tells us about 

Christ. He describes Christ as the King of glory but also the Lord of hosts. David was a 

warring king leading Israel to victory over its enemies. Christ too is a warring king 



leading the church to victory over its enemy, Satan and all his hosts. Sing or read Psalter 

59 especially stanzas 1-3 and 7. 

 

August 21 

Psalm 27 In this Psalm we see many aspects of David’s life. We see his trust in the 

Lord who is the strength of his life. Also, we see his constant call to battle against the 

enemies. Then in verse four David’s love for the house of God is evident. Finally, in 

verses eleven through fourteen, we read that David wants no way but the Lord’s, and he 

asks for patience until that way is revealed to him. Young people, are your desires like 

David’s? Do you battle sin? Do you have a zeal for the house of the Lord? Is God your 

strength? Our prayer must be that we always wait upon Jehovah. David gives us a good 

example; let us follow it. Sing or read Psalter 73. 

 

August 22 

Psalm 3 It is thought that David wrote this Psalm while fleeing from Absalom. If 

this is so, what a tremendous confession of faith verse five is. David was fleeing from his 

beloved son who wanted to kill him. He left Jerusalem, the royal city. While fleeing 

David prays for comfort. The comfort God gives him allows restful sleep at night. What a 

beautiful thought for us! Young people have cares and concerns. Their flight from sin can 

cause restlessness at night. Young people, go to God in prayer with your concerns. 

Because Christ sits at His right hand, God will answer your prayer, and give you rest. 

Then you can say with David the words of verse eight. Sing or read Psalter 5. 

 

August 23 

Psalm 110 There are many Psalms which are prophecies of Christ. One such Psalm is 

the one we read for today. Here we have a clear picture of the priesthood and kingship of 

Christ. David was a picture of Christ the king as we have pointed out before. The Holy 

Spirit shows us that Christ was more. Christ was a priest after the order of Melchizedek. 

Christ is the priest who fulfilled the work pictured in Aaron’s line. On the cross Christ 

made the final and complete sacrifice for our sins. It is of Him that David sings in this 

Psalm. We too must sing of Christ and the blessedness He gave us with His sacrifice on 

the cross. Sing or read Psalter 302. 

 

August 24 

Jeremiah 23:1-8 In the prophecies Christ is stated many times to be of the seed of 

David. Today’s reading is one of those clear examples. Israel was in desperate times. 

Their sins were great, and Babylon was on their doorstep. During these perilous times 

Jeremiah comes to the elect with the comforting words that Christ would come. He would 

come from the promised line of David. Jeremiah’s comfort was founded on the sure 

promises of God. The faithful need not fret that the church would be destroyed. We must 

cling to those sure promises today as well. Even in these days of apostasy we know that 

Christ will return “to judge the living and the dead.” Sing or read Psalter 58. 

 

August 25 

Luke 1:26-33      For hundreds of years Israel waited for the son of David who 

would redeem them. Then one day to a virgin girl the angel Gabriel came with the good 



news that Christ would be her son. Every faithful woman in the line of Judah had this 

hope. Gabriel states that Jesus’s father was David, and He would rule on David’s throne. 

What joy is here not only for Mary but for the church of all ages. David’s son is coming! 

That should be our joy today as we are thankful for Christ’s coming and dying on the 

cross. We need to embrace Christ as the royal sufferer because through Him comes 

salvation. Sing or read Psalter 3. 

 

August 26 

Acts 2:22-36    Today’s portion of Scripture comes from Peter’s inspired sermon on the 

day of Pentecost. The Holy Spirit through Peter makes it evident that David was only a 

picture of the Christ. This was done to prove to the doubters that Christ was truly the Son 

of God sent into this world to die for the sins of His people. But Peter wants to show 

more than that. Peter wants to show that Christ rose from the dead and is ascended into 

heaven. He does this by referring to many of the Psalms of David which state this very 

fact. The final reference is to Psalm 110. Peter shows the crowd and us that it is a 

crucified Christ Who is responsible for salvation. There is no other way to heaven but by 

that Christ Who is the son of David. What a joy that is for us! Is that your joy? Sing or 

read Psalter 303. 

 

August 27 

Revelation 22:12-21    Our final look at David is found in the last chapter of the Bible. 

Here Christ Himself claims David for His father. This chapter is for us as we wait for the 

return of Christ. We can take great comfort that Christ claims David for His father. This 

gives testimony to us that all the words of the Bible arc true and not to be tampered with. 

We know our salvation is sure, and that we can expect Christ to return even as He has 

said. Let it be our prayer and guide for our lives that we want Christ to return quickly. 

Sing or read Psalter 27. 

 

August 28 

Proverbs 5:1-13 Within the next few weeks school doors will once again be 

opening. What will you learn? How will you understand the knowledge that is presented 

to you? Solomon in the book of Proverbs especially in the first few chapters spends a 

considerable time on this subject. The main thrust of his message is wisdom. This wis-

dom is characterized by the fear of Jehovah. Christian teachers have made it their concern 

to instruct the covenant children in the fear of Jehovah. How are you receiving such 

instruction? Do you love it? In these verses, Solomon discusses the folly of not walking 

in the wisdom of God. Reread these words of God carefully and plan to spend the next 

nine months seeking true wisdom. Sing or read Psalter 326. 

 

August 29 

Ecclesiastes 12:8-15 Solomon, the wisest man ever to have lived, concludes this book 

with words which are well applied to our schooling. Verse twelve is one which students 

sometimes appeal to in order to find relief from their school work. This is not the 

meaning of the verse at all. Solomon had looked at all of life and had found that without 

God there is no purpose - all is vanity and vexation of spirit. This is true of education as 

well. If our education is not grounded on the fear of God (verse thirteen), it will have no 



purpose. As teachers and students, we need to remember this as we begin a new school 

year. Each lesson would be better not learned unless it is learned in the fear of Jehovah. 

Pray for the grace to attend school each day with this truth in mind. Sing or read Psalter 

359 especially stanzas 1 and 2. 

 

August 30 

Philippi an s 2:1-8 What is your attitude, young people, towards those with whom you 

go to school? How are you going to treat every member of your class? Are you going to 

treat them nicely with the love of Christ in your heart and manner? Christ came to earth 

and died for those who have treated him most shamefully. Who are those people? The 

answer is simple - US. As you meet your classmates again let the mind of Christ be in 

you toward them. Help those who need help. Weep with those who mourn. Have joy with 

those who rejoice. Then you will show yourself to be a true follower of Christ. You will 

also find that the school year will go much easier. My prayer for all students is that they 

love one another even as Christ loved us. Sing or read Psalter 51. 

 

August 31 

Psalm 119:97-104 How could it be that David became wiser than his teachers or his 

elders? Was it because he had more intelligence than his teachers? Is David using 

boastful words out of pride? The answer can be found in the second parts of the parallels 

used in these verses. David makes the claim because of the understanding of God’s law 

which God gave him. These are not man’s boastful words but rather the words of faith. 

This should be our goal as well - not merely to be wiser than our teachers - but to give 

God glory for using their efforts in our behalf. Our teachers can only take us so far; God’s 

grace must lead us the rest of the way. Pray for that grace in this new school year. Sing or 

read Psalter 64. 

 

Sept 1 

I Thessalonians 1:1-10          Young people, are you an example to all who believe around 

you? Does your walk and conversation show that you are a Christian? This is a serious 

calling. We must never fall into such sins that our brothers are tempted to do the same 

thing. We must never cause our weaker brethren to fall into sin on our account. Then, too, 

our faith must show to all who are around us. When we are not in the company of the 

saints, those around us must know who we are. We must show the salvation given to us 

to all with whom we come into contact. Our example must be such that others may be led 

to Christ. Sing or read Psalter 6 especially stanzas 1-4. 

 

Sept 2 

Lamentations 3:22-32        Most of us have never felt the depths of despair felt by the 

prophet Jeremiah. If you read the preceding verses to our text, you will find a man full of 

sorrow. He had been afflicted by his own people because he preached the truth. When he 

showed them their sin, they afflicted him. But worse than that, Jeremiah was witness to 

the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple. He had seen terrible things done to God’s 

people. Then he remembered the promises of God. He knew that all this was done for 

Israel’s profit. He knew that Jehovah’s mercies were sure, and that God would bring back 

His people and send the Christ. This must be our comfort in all affliction. Jehovah’s 



compassions are new every morning, and great is His faithfulness. Let us continually give 

thanks to Him from whom all blessings flow. Sing or read Psalter 79. 

 

Sept 3 

II Peter 1:1-11     Making our calling and election sure is serious business, young 

people. It is also very necessary. Peter, in addressing the elect, includes all elect, even 

young people. Some of you have made confession of your faith. Others are contemplating 

that serious step in your spiritual life. To you comes the command to make your calling 

and election sure. This is done by your walk. What you speak with the lips must be 

shown by your life. Go back and reread verses five - eight. In those verses, you see how 

to make your election sure. No, this is not man doing anything for himself, but rather the 

exercise of the faith given by God. Then, too, see the promise of the last part of verse ten. 

“For if ye do these things ye shall never fall.” What a blessing for all of God’s people 

including the young people. Sing or read Psalter 10. 

 

Sept 4 

Malachi 1:6-14 Tomorrow is the Sabbath. What will our attitude be as we celebrate 

the Lord’s Day? It is possible to attend church twice and still profane the Sabbath. God 

said that Israel did just that. They kept all the sacrifices, but yet they felt that it was 

weariness. They felt that keeping the law was more than they wanted to do. What about 

us? Are we resentful that God commands that we keep Sunday holy? Do we feel that part 

of Sunday belongs to us to do what we want? Let’s stop and look again at the Fourth 

Commandment. “Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy...” What a small thing to do 

in thanksgiving for our salvation! Sing or read Psalter 226. 

 

Sept 5 

I Thessalonians 2:13-17      The word “tradition" to some has an unpleasant denotation. 

To some it means that if it is just tradition to do something then it does not necessarily 

have to be done. In fact, some say that if it is tradition then do not do it. Here Paul is 

using the word "tradition" to speak of the long history of God’s covenant faithfulness. 

Most of us from the cradle have been taught about the blessedness of the covenant and 

our God. To that we must stand fast. We must not look for new things but rather hold to 

the old as set forth in the Scriptures. In holding to the traditions of which Paul speaks we 

will receive the comfort that comes only from Christ. Sing or read Psalter 342. 

 

Sept 6 

Leviticus 1:1-9 Much of the book of Leviticus talks of the ceremonial law for the 

Old Testament church. Even though Christ fulfilled that law there is much that can be 

applied to our lives today. Today’s portion of Scripture speaks of sacrifices. Our 

sacrifices now are not the bloody sacrifices of Israel. Yet we still bring sacrifices. Psalm 

fifty-one speaks of sacrifices being a broken spirit and a contrite heart. We bring our 

sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving when we pray and sing. We often talk about the 

sacrifices necessary for the work of the kingdom. All of us must sacrifice to Jehovah. 

These sacrifices must be from the heart for then they will be acceptable. Sing or read 

Psalter 147 especially stanzas 1,4 and 5. 

 



Sept 7 

II Timothy 4:1-8 Paul feels that his life on earth is over and so he gives Timothy 

some final exhortations. Paul is content to die because he knows that to be with Christ is 

the greater glory. The Holy Spirit through Paul says that he had fought the good fight. 

The fight he speaks of is the fight of faith. Is this your testimony, young people? Are you 

fighting the fight of faith? If God would take your life today, could you make the same 

claim as Paul? Paul knew his reward would be a crown of righteousness. That is the 

reward for all who faithfully fight in the fight of faith. Sing or read Psalter 121. 

 

Sept 8 

Micah 7:5-13 Whenever we read many of the prophecies, we must always remember 

that Israel was facing captivity. We must also remember that there is a message for us 

today in the word of God. Today we face apostasy and wickedness all around us. 

Sometimes the child of God despairs at what he sees. But yet we have the same comfort 

Micah felt in verse seven. We must trust in no man. Men are weak. We must wait with 

confidence upon Jehovah. In waiting upon Jehovah, we trust in Him for our salvation. 

We also have the confidence that He will hear our prayers and answer them. Sing or read 

Psalter 21. 

 

Sept 9 

III John 9-14     Paul mentions two people who are opposed in viewpoint. The first is 

full of pride and wants his way all the time. The second has good report of men and also 

of the truth. John gives direction in verse eleven which is easy to follow and must be 

followed. When you must make choices, young people, make your choices based on 

verse eleven. Verse eleven speaks of the choice of the antithesis. Follow not the evil but 

follow the good. Following the good is following the command of God. Following the 

evil is following Satan. Sing or read Psalter 43 especially stanzas 3, 5 and 6. 

 

Sept 10 

Nahum 1:9-15      The book of Nahum is written to foretell the destruction of Nineveh, 

the chief city of Assyria. Assyria had afflicted Israel much in its history, and now God 

will bring vengeance upon them. Besides the word of destruction to Nineveh, there is also 

a word of instruction to Judah and us. The last verse of the chapter tells us to keep the 

preaching in high regard. The minister is the ambassador of Christ and must be regarded 

as such. We must also keep the way of the Lord in the church as well. We may not 

change what God has ordained, or we will go the way of Nineveh. Sing or read Psalter 

224. 

 

Sept 11 

James 2:14-26      One part of every Christian’s life must be a walk of sanctification. The 

word sanctification means holiness. After being justified by faith, we must walk in a holy 

manner all of our lives. This is what the Heidelberg Catechism speaks of when it speaks 

of thankfulness for salvation in the third section. This is not something that can be 

mandated; it is something which must flow from the heart of the redeemed child of God. 

As we see in this chapter, it is very necessary. Are you joyful because you are saved? If 

you are, then walk in the way of sanctification. Sing or read Psalter 50. 



 

Sept 12 

Nehemiah 13:10-22 Do you tire, young people, of hearing of things you must not do? 

Does it get old when teachers, elders, ministers, parents, and others constantly tell you 

not to do something? If you would go through the Bible, that is what you would find. 

God’s people need to be told often to obey Jehovah. Nehemiah had left Jerusalem and 

had gone back to Babylon. After a period of time he returned to Jerusalem. In this 

chapter, we read of some of the sins to which Israel had returned. Nehemiah had to 

rebuke them. Today is the Sabbath. It is good that we read these words and examine 

ourselves to see if we are “Remembering the Sabbath to keep it holy.” Sing or read 

Psalter 67. 

 

Sept 13 

Luke 16:19-31     Parables, you remember, were used by Christ to teach about grace and 

the kingdom of heaven. In this parable we learn about how not to enter the kingdom of 

heaven. A nameless rich man had all for which a person could wish. But yet when 

presented with an opportunity to thank God for that, he refused. Lazarus was put right on 

his doorstep, but the rich man ignored him. We can be guilty of this same fault. We 

sometimes ignore those who are placed before us and need our mercy. Thankfulness and 

sanctification are required by God. Are we ignoring them? Sing or read Psalter 61. 

 

Sept 14 

Numbers 6:22-27 The familiar blessing we just read is full of comfort. Look at it 

more closely. First of all notice that there is nothing for us to do. All of the work is 

dependent upon Jehovah. He will bless us, keep us, be gracious unto us, and give us 

peace. Because of this we know that the blessing will come to pass. If we tried to bless 

ourselves, we know that our sins would rise up against us, and nothing good would 

happen. Secondly notice that it is to be done in the name of Jehovah, and He will bless 

us. Through His name, we can do great things. Hosanna, blessed be he that cometh in the 

name of the Lord! Sing or read Psalter 318 especially stanzas 4-7. 

 

Sept 15 

Mark 6:21-34       Jesus was a man of great compassion. We see it expressed here to two 

groups of people. The disciples had just come back from their preaching tour of Galilee. 

They were extremely joyful because the gospel was having a good effect. Then they were 

crushed by the news of the murder of John the Baptist. Jesus took them into the 

wilderness to comfort them. Very soon afterward a multitude of people came to find 

Jesus. He, realizing that they desired the Word, began to preach unto them, and when 

they became hungry fed them. This is the Jesus we confess. Are you down, lonely, or 

depressed? Seek the Comforter who will show you all things. Sing or read Psalter 114 

especially stanzas 1, 4, 8, and 10. 

 

Sept 16 

Obadiah 10-16       As Israel was being led into captivity, Edom stood round about 

mocking and scorning them. There was nothing that Israel could do because its sin had 

put them in that sorry state. God, however, saw Edom’s scorn. Because they mocked His 



people, they mocked Him. In this prophecy we see that God will bring vengeance upon 

those who mock Him and His people. Sometimes we feel the sting of other’s mocking. 

Sometimes it seems that everything we say does nothing but make it worse. Do not 

despair, people of God. Our God has said, “Vengeance is mine,” and “I will repay.” Do 

not be thinking of ways to get revenge. Cry to God and He will answer. Sing or read 

Psalter 253 especially stanzas 1, 5, 11, and 12. 

 

Sept 17 

Philemon 9-22      While Paul was in Rome, a man who was a slave ran away from his 

master and came to Paul. The slave became a willing worker in the gospel, but yet Paul 

knew that the slave belonged to his master and had sinned by running away. In this short 

letter Paul asks for forgiveness for the slave and even offers to pay any loss the master 

has incurred. This must be our attitude as we work for others, or for students as they do 

their school work. We must realize our duty, and if we shirk it, we must ask for 

forgiveness and make up the wrong that we have done. Sing or read Psalter 281. 

 

Sept 18 

Proverbs 16:1-7 By nature people are planners. We wish to do this or that. This is 

not all bad. God has given us minds with which to plan. He had given us knowledge to 

use. But yet we must wait upon Jehovah as well. Man’s plans are tainted with sin. Verse 

three tells us to “Commit thy works unto the Lord.” Young people, as you look ahead to 

your future life, stop and ask yourself, “Is this what God would have me do?” Search the 

Scriptures to see if your plans are in accordance to the will of God. Verse seven contains 

the blessing in this. Plan, people of God, with God in mind. Sing or read Psalter 95 

especially stanzas 2 and 3. 

 

Sept 19 

Philippians 1:12-20 Paul wrote this epistle as he was in prison. This circumstance did 

not distress him as he had been imprisoned because of the gospel. He also felt that the 

gospel was being spread because of his imprisonment. How about us? Do we look for the 

gospel to be spread by our actions? Do we realize that God can use any situation for the 

spreading of His word? Paul was happy that Christ’s name was being glorified through 

his discomfort and even possibly through his death. Do we have this outlook on life? Do 

we try to have Christ’s name glorified or ours? Sing or read Psalter 76. 

 

Sept 20 

Psalm 48 This Psalm celebrates the beauty of the church. In the Old Testament 

physical Jerusalem served as a picture of the spiritual church. We see here that the church 

is the advantageous place to be. It is beautiful to the eye, it is defensible in time of battle, 

and it is a place of great joy. We also see a command to stop and consider the church. 

Look at her history. Not for pride in human strength, but rather because of what God had 

made her. Then the last verse of the Psalm gives the reason. This God will be our guide 

even unto death. By staying in the fortress of Jerusalem, Israel was safe from enemies. By 

staying in the fortress of the church we will be safe from our enemy, Satan and all his 

hosts. Sing or read Psalter 133. 

 



Sept 21 

Revelation 6:1-8 Yesterday’s devotion encouraged us to look and study the history 

of the church. In reading today’s passage we see the worth of studying the history of the 

world. When Christ opened the book of the counsel of God, He set in motion actions 

which take place in history. Among these actions are the running of the four horses with 

their riders. As we study history we see the effects of the horses’ running. In different 

eras different horses are prominent. As we move toward Christ’s return, we see all of the 

horse running. Are we watching? Are we praying, “Thy kingdom come?” Sing or read 

Psalter 182 especially stanzas 1, 2, 5, and 7. 

 

Sept 22 

Ruth 2:1-9 One of the commands that God gave was that farmers had to leave certain 

portions of their crops untouched for the poor. Here we have three people who studied 

and loved God’s commandment. Ruth, the Moabitess, even though she was from outside 

had learned that she being poor was entitled to a portion of a farmer’s crop. Naomi knew 

that she must let Ruth go and glean because that was the station God had placed them. 

Boaz, too, knew and obeyed the law that he must help those who were poor. How do we 

know the law of God? We must study it, and we must take every opportunity to learn it. 

Our lives are ordered by God, and in His Word is the guide for every step of our lives. 

Sing or read Psalter 149 especially stanzas 1, 2, 5 and 6. 

 

Sept 23 

Romans 6:12-23 We live in an age in which sin abounds. The printed page, the 

music, and the airwaves celebrate sin in a way not often known to man. The church 

cannot help but be affected by this attitude. This is serious because we are commanded to 

be holy and sin not. Paul throughout this chapter warns against the attitude that because 

we are saved we can sin all we want. This is never so. The last verse of this chapter 

should make this clear to us. We need to examine our ways and turn from sin so that we 

may ever be assured of eternal life which is through Christ. Sing or read Psalter 8. 

 

Sept 24 

Song of Solomon 3 This book celebrates the beauty of marriage of a man and his wife. 

Through our Scripture we can find passages with this theme. But we must remember that 

like all ordinances that God gives there is a picture to be considered. Marriage is a picture 

of Christ and His bride, the Church. Marriage must be held sacred. Just as Christ only has 

one bride, a man or woman are only to have one partner. Just as there is a beautiful 

friendship in marriage, so is there a beautiful friendship between Christ and the church. If 

you are contemplating marriage, consider that it is a picture of the bond between Christ 

and the church. Marriage is beautiful but not to be taken lightly. Sing or read Psalter 124 

especially stanzas 1, 2, 8, and 9. 

 

Sept 25 

Titus 3:1-8 These few verses show what good works accomplish and what they do 

not accomplish. First the negative is shown. Not a single good work can give us 

salvation. Salvation is only obtained through the mercy of Christ through regeneration by 

the Holy Spirit. Then we have the positive. Because the Holy Spirit imparts regeneration 



upon us, we believe, and then we must be careful to do good works. This is the whole 

process of salvation. Good works come because we are saved. They are expression of our 

thankfulness to God for giving salvation. Let us walk in them because they are good and 

profitable unto us. Sing or read Psalter 162. 

 

Sept 26 

Zechariah 4 There are two verses in this chapter which should always serve to uphold 

the child of God. The church has always been small in the world. Israel was never 

accounted as one of the great civilizations of its day. Isaiah called the church a hut in a 

garden of cucumbers. In the New Dispensation the church was in danger quite often. 

Even today those who believe the truths as expounded in the Scriptures are few in 

number. But the faithful need not despair. God is faithful. He has promised that all things 

work together for the good of them that love Him. Have you picked out the verses of 

comfort? They are six and ten. Sing or read Psalter 160. 

 

Sept 27 

John 4:31-38    During the episode of the Samaritan woman, Jesus took time to instruct 

His disciples concerning the kingdom. At this time of the year, it is good for us to listen 

to the instruction as well. As we look around us, we see crops ready to be harvested. 

Corn, fruit, and many other crops are waiting for the laborers to take them to be stored. 

Christ gives us this picture of the kingdom so that we may see that the laborers come 

from the church. Are some of us called to gather the fruits of the work of the Spirit? Each 

of us must pray and ask what we are to do in this matter. For some it is to take up the 

calling of minister. Heed that call, young men, and prepare yourself to take up the work 

of harvesting. Sing or read Psalter 169. 

 

Sept 28 

Zephaniah 3:8-13 Zephaniah prophesied to Judah during a period of great 

wickedness. We read that Judah was serving other gods and trying to serve God their own 

way and not His. To the faithful, Zephaniah encouraged them to be faithful and wait for 

God to bring salvation. In verse nine he says that when salvation comes the people will 

have the language to serve God. This language will come from God. It will not be of 

man’s doing. In this day of constant change to the word of God we need this 

encouragement as well. We do not need to be trying to find new ways to call upon God’s 

name. God will show us His ways, and we know that they are best. Sing or read Psalter 

327 especially stanzas 1 and 4. 

 

Sept 29 

Acts 10:9-17 The vision which you have just read is a great blessing to most of you. I 

say this because most of you are Gentiles. You are not Jews the original branches of the 

vine which is Christ. Peter had a hard time with this vision. In it God turned his whole 

world upside down. He was pondering the meaning when messengers from an Italian 

came to bid him come and preach to him. On the way to Simon’s house the Holy Spirit 

showed him the meaning of the vision. In verse 34 Peter confesses that God is no 

respecter of persons and that in every nation He has His people. Is this our confession? 

Sing or read Psalter 178. 



 

Sept 30 

Amos 9:11-15      One of the blessings to the elect is to know that God will never forsake 

them. Israel constantly sinned against God causing Him to bring justice against them. 

God has to do this because He is holy and sin cannot go unpunished. But for the righteous 

there is the beautiful promise of Christ. This is seen in these verses. Once again the 

church is pictured as a plant that is cared for by a faithful gardener. This gardener will 

care for His vine so that it is safe and brings forth fruit. We, too, can be comforted by the 

promise that God will care for us. Sing or read Psalter 220 especially stanzas 3-6. 
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