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I have been asked to write on the idea of the covenant being two sided - that is that the 

decree of reprobation cuts through the line of the covenant. In response to this request I would 

like to treat the topic from the point of view of the Word of God that we read in Romans 9: 9 and 

its context. 

In Romans 9: 6-9 we read, “Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For 

they are not all Israel, which are of Israel: Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are 

they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. That is, They which are the children of the 

flesh, these are not the children of God: but the children of the promise are counted for the seed. 

For this is the word of promise, At this time will I come, and Sarah shall have a son." 

The occasion is the agonizing of Paul over Israel according to the flesh, he does so 

because in his words they are his kinsmen. Paul speaks about the Jewish people among whom he 

was raised, and it was in the Jewish schools that Paul was trained. They are a part of the church 

to which he belonged. A church that had been known as the chosen of God, they were the people 

unto whom God had brought His Word, they belonged to that which was the line of the 

covenant. 

Within ourselves today we also can find comparative deep seated thoughts as those of the 

apostle Paul. We too have the same agonizing over those that are a part of the church to which 

we had once belonged. A church that had the Word purely preached to them, which belong to 

that church through which the line of the covenant passed. We have relation within the confines 

of a church that has walked in apostasy as had the Jews, or we have immediate family that went 

to church with us, but are now departed from the true faith and have left the church where the 

truth is manifested in its purest way. 

Paul says of his kinsman according to the flesh that they are Israelites: to whom 

pertaineth the adoption, and the glory and the covenants, and the giving of the law and the 

service of God and the promises. This is quite a profile of his kinsman, and speaks of the great 

heritage that his kinsman had. Paul may say that to them pertaineth the adoption, because with 

them God had established His covenant on the basis of the adoption in Christ that was to come. 

The Church is not made up of members that are natural sons, but the grace of God is bestowed 

upon the children of Israel to make them sons of God. This was revealed in all that they were 

taught under the Old Testament shadows and types. Further, then they had been made a glorious 

people, as God was on their side and defeated their enemies and maintained them as His people. 

The whole testimony of the Old Testament was that Israel was the favored nation. 

They had been a nation that God richly blessed and for which He cared. And to them 

pertained the covenants and the giving of the law and the service of God. God richly revealed 

Himself as the Gracious and Merciful God to Israel. All Israel came under the signs and seals of 

the covenant, they were all circumcised, they were represented at the temple by the priesthood. 

Of all the services, the special sabbaths, and feast days, etc. they were made to be partakers. And 

the promise was proclaimed clearly in their midst. They had come under The Word of God. 

So that the Jews of whom Paul speaks could trace their lineage to the fathers, Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob. They were according to the flesh of those who were richly blessed of God, and 

who were saved and delivered from all enemies, who were typically covered by the blood of 

Christ. They were of the lineage of the covenant, of the promised seed according to the flesh. 



And the Word had been given them in the law and the sacraments to lead them to Christ. They in 

other words had the richest of heritage, and had received the clear testimony of the way of 

salvation. They had been given the Word that could lead them to the knowledge of God Who is 

blessed forever. 

But they did not hear, they did not obey, they would not humble themselves before God 

and His Son Jesus Christ. They removed themselves from the only comfort in life and death. 

They rather followed a walk of apostasy that would prevent them from experiencing the 

blessings of their fathers. That would deprive them of the mercies of God. And Paul agonizes 

over them, and says that if it were possible he would that he be accursed from Christ for his 

brethren. 

This is quite a strong statement, but it shows to us the tremendous love that Paul had for 

membership in the Church of Christ And how greatly that he treasured the riches of salvation. 

But has not this same thought entered your minds concerning your kinsmen, your family 

members that have departed from the faith of the fathers. Does not your heart go out to those that 

are deprived of the blessed testimony of salvation by grace alone, declared in the pure preaching 

of the word. If it were possible would you too not be cursed of God if it could mean the salvation 

of your fathers or mothers, your sisters or brothers, or even your uncles and aunts, or even 

further, those that had been once fellow members with you of the household of faith. 

For us, however, this is not possible, nor was it for Paul. Paul admits this and is satisfied 

with this also, he knows above all that God perfectly brings all things to pass. Paul knows and 

confesses this and so must we!! This does not mean that Paul will not continue to seek the 

salvation of such as are ordained unto life, both of the Jews and Gentiles, but he does bow before 

the revealed will of God to praise Him. Even so we will not cease to pray for those we know who 

have departed from the faith, but will also acknowledge that God’s will be done. And therefore, 

He confesses that the apostasy among His brethren according to the flesh is not contrary to the 

will of God. So that Paul states that it is not so that the proclaimed Word of God has no effect. 

But rather the case is that they are not all of Israel, which are Israel. Not all within the church are 

elect seed, chosen in Christ unto salvation, neither were they meant to be. So that Paul turns to 

the only source of salvation and declares that God is Sovereign and wise in His saving of the 

church. 

This means that the salvation of the church is not determined by the flesh, it is not 

because they are the seed of Abraham that the church is saved. Now understand the apostle has 

pointed out the many advantages that the Jews had being in the line of generations. And we must 

never look with disdain at that advantage, in every way it is within the line of continuing 

generations that we are to look for God’s children. And there we may expect to find the true 

believers, also; this means that it is right for parents to encourage their young people to look to 

that line of generations to find their spouse. And this becomes the reason that our parents 

encourage us to take in the young people’s conventions and activities also. And this indeed is as 

it ought to be, and on our part this is the reason why we seek out fellowship and communion 

within that line of the continuing generations. 

However, we must also see that Paul realizes that not all of those in the line of continuing 

generations are believers, and this is true because the children of the covenant are not the 

children of the flesh, but the children of the promise. If there be those that are the children of the 

flesh that depart from the paths of obedience to God, and walk in the way of apostasy and 

impenitent sin, we must understand this does not mean that God has failed to save them. But 

rather that they were never truly children of God at all, for the true believer is the child of the 



promise, which does not embrace every person even in the line of continuing generations, much 

less the world at large. 

This truth was demonstrated often in the old dispensation, in that even in Israel it was 

often only a remnant that were the true seed. We could offer many examples of this, Isaiah 1 

being one such example where we read in verses 8 and 9, “And the daughter of Zion is left as a 

cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a besieged city. Except the Lord of 

hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should have been as Sodom, and we should have 

been like unto Gomorrah.” The children of the promise make up that remnant, and by this 

terminology we find Paul speaking of the election of the church by God, and to the covenant that 

He establishes with that church of His election. And that God’s church is made up of the children 

of promise means that God has divinely pledged to save that Church of His election. The counsel 

of God therefore is that which determines who the church shall be, and not the mere fact that we 

have a certain father or mother. 

The pledge of God to His people of salvation is rooted in His will and because He is God 

it is rooted then in eternity. Thus, Paul is pointing out in this connection that we must look to 

God’s will when considering the church that is saved. Then Paul can be content when not all 

Israel embraces the Christ. And we must trust that God Who does all things well is right when 

not all of our children, or friends or relatives embrace the truth. It is really to live after God, it 

is to acknowledge His Perfection and Holiness, and finally to give Him all glory as He saves 

His church. 

It must be remembered that none of us are worthy of being His children. By nature, none 

are the children of God, by nature the Jews are no different than the Gentiles, we all live under 

the condemnation of the law. We are in the words of the Scripture, dead in sin and trespass. So 

that we cannot any of us boast that we are worthy of being called the children of God. But 

according to the promise and eternal will of God, we are counted for the seed, to be the children 

of God. And children are heirs of the Father, we have a place in His house, we are partakers of 

His blessing, and receive the inheritance of life. So that the believer has comfort that knows no 

limits. The reason for this is that we are counted for the seed. This simply means that the 

righteousness of Christ is imputed unto us. So that we are adopted for children and made heirs of 

the promise. 

Paul therefore, uses in our text the example of Isaac and of Ishmael to point this out to the 

church in Rome. He calls attention to the fact that Isaac is not the only child of Abraham, in fact 

he was not even the firstborn son of Abraham. Ishmael was also a seed of the flesh. But Ishmael 

was not counted for the seed. He was not the child of the promise. This meant for Abraham that 

he had to excommunicate his own son, whom according to the flesh he loved. It mattered not that 

Abraham enjoyed the presence and company of his son, Ishmael; still he was not the seed of the 

covenant, although he had come under all the means of grace. Yet the truth had no place in his 

heart, and Abraham could not cling to the flesh, but had to look to and trust in God to bring forth 

the seed of the promise. Which God did do when He gave to Abraham and his wife Sarah the son 

according to the promise. Even doing this when it was humanly impossible. So that it became 

evident that the salvation of the church was wholly of God. By grace is the church saved 

according to the counsel of Jehovah. And with this we must be content and rejoice. Our comfort 

is found in the faithfulness of God to save His Church. 
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