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With so much discussion by the media and the academics, on the problems facing the 

natural world, it is good to look again at how God encourages His people to trust in Him. 

We hear of the effects of water and air pollution. You may have asked, do the holes in the 

ozone layer really exist? There is much talk about the so-called greenhouse effect. We read of 

the rapid depletion of the Earth's forests and good land turning to wasteland. It would be 

unnatural if we were not concerned. Does all this mean then, that the universe is falling into 

chaos? Will God let His creation fall apart? 

Our universe is not a chaos nor has it been or will it ever be. It is a cosmos, an orderly 

union of all the various parts. Indeed, cosmos means “orderly universe". It is this very order by 

which we can discover and describe the laws that govern it. We know for reasonable fact that the 

sun will rise at a fixed time tomorrow and set again later in the day. So sure are we that the sun 

will follow its course through the sky, that we can predict to a high degree of accuracy when the 

sun will rise. Daily newspapers often print to the nearest minute, when to expect sunrise and 

sunsets. 

The motion of atoms and the rotation of galaxies can be shown to follow strict laws. As 

scientists have studied these laws, it was soon found that if the rules were slightly different, the 

universe would soon fall into chaos. A perfect balance is evident between the many natural 

forces which pulse and flow in the universe. For example, we move about freely on the surface 

of this planet because of the precise balance of gravity with the force that tends to throw us into 

space as the world spins. 

Curiously however, there is a physical law often called the “law of entropy" that tells us 

that anything organized, tends with time to become disorganized. In other words, any physical 

system left to itself will fall into decay. Instead of being highly organized, like our Earth’s 

systems, everything will break down. 

But everything is not breaking down and continues in a highly organized state. The 

processes that govern the atmosphere, the oceans, the relationships between plants and animals, 

all take energy from the sun and use it in an organized way. Far from breaking down, these 

systems seem to adjust continuously to keep the delicate balance that ensures that life on our 

Earth continues. 

A Russian scientist, Dr. Dotsenko, who was taught throughout his life not to believe in 

God, began to think about why entropy did not over-rule the systems of the universe. In time, he 

realized that a very powerful force was acting against this disorganizing tendency. It kept the 

universe controlled and in order. He realized that the force could not be material or it too would 

become disordered. He decided that this power must be both all-powerful and all-knowing. 

“There must be a God controlling everything." In later years, God led Dr. Dotsenko to believe in 

Him whom he was sure must exist. 

Let’s return for a moment to the topical question of holes in the ozone layer. Surely you 

say, this is evidence that this world is falling into chaos? Actually, no one knows why the ozone 

layer is thinning and no one knows how thick it should be. We can be certain however, that this 

marvel of God’s creation, is one of His processes that operates for life to continue on this Earth. 

To answer concerns about the greenhouse effect, be aware that no one is willing to say 

that the Earth will become a greenhouse. Today there are many more people on Earth and the 



forests that cover the planet are being cut down. Today we burn more and more fuel leading to 

an increase in the levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. The carbon dioxide tends to keep 

in the heat rather than let it escape into space, meaning that worldwide temperatures could rise 

perhaps three to four degrees. Would that make a difference? The airflow patterns could change, 

affecting rainfalls in regions dependent on crop production and so forth. With a warmer 

atmosphere, the polar ice caps might melt and cause the oceans to rise several feet, flooding the 

major cities of the world. 

God gave Jeremiah a promise. (Jer. 5:22) “Fear ye not me? saith the Lord: will ye not 

tremble at my presence, which have placed the sand for the bound of the sea by a perpetual 

decree, that it cannot pass it: and though waves thereof toss themselves: yet can they not prevail; 

though they roar, yet can they not pass over it?" God’s perpetual decree, His presence will deny 

the forces of decay to neutralize His works of creation. The sea cannot rise above its present 

level. 

The grand claims of the philosopher and humanist that technology and science will 

supply the solutions to the world’s problems, are vain and misplaced. Instead of finding answers, 

the problems always seem a few steps ahead. For instance, it is generally agreed in medical 

research, that a cure for cancer is as far away from being reached as ever it was. 

As those who are led by God’s Word, we are not left in the darkness of man's wisdom. 

God continues to be the Lord and ruler over all His works. The world does “groan and travail". 

Man is a poor husbandman. He has left a legacy of destruction, but God mightily intervenes to 

show, likewise to unbelievers, that He is “possessor of the heavens and the earth". He provides 

us with many promises. Noah believed when God said to him. “While the earth remaineth, 

seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not 

cease." (Gen. 8:22) More than four thousand years later, you are witness to the truth of these 

words. 

*Philip is a member of the Launceston Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Tasmania, 
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