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II Samuel 23:15-17 – “And David longed and said, Oh that one would give me drink of 

water from the well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate! And the three mighty men brake through 

the host of the Philistines, and drew water out of the well of Bethlehem, which was by the gate, 

and took it, and brought it to David: nevertheless he would not drink thereof, but poured it out 

unto the Lord. And he said, Be it far from me, 0 Lord, that I should do this: is not this the blood 

of men that went in jeopardy of their lives? therefore he would not drink it. These things did 

these three mighty men.” 

When David was fleeing like an outlaw from Saul, four hundred men joined him, later 

increased to the number of six hundred, as a volunteer band of soldiers to accompany him as he 

moved from place to place to escape the wrath of the king and as he made attacks upon various 

tribes that made incursions upon Israel to plunder the land. 

These were men who might be regarded as the scum of the nation, for “everyone that was 

in distress, and everyone that was in debt, and everyone that was discontented joined themselves 

unto him, and he became a captain over them”. (I Sam. 22:2). 

Only later, shortly before Saul’s death, did others rally round David. These were men 

who “were armed with the bow, who could hurl stones and use the bow with the left hand as well 

as with the right.” Some of them are described as “men fit for the battle, that could handle shield 

and buckler, whose faces were like lions, and were as swift as the roes upon the mountain. (I 

Chron. 12:2, 8). 

Toward the close of his life, as recorded in II Samuel 23, David recalls the loyalty and 

courage of the outstanding warriors among them. This reads like a diary. He tells of mighty men 

who proved their allegiance to their captain and the kingdom, as well as their devotion to God, 

through whom “the Lord wrought” great victories. 

Our attention is called particularly to three of these mighty men, who proved their loyalty 

soon after David had ascended the throne over God’s heritage. 

The effect of Saul’s defeat in his last battle with the Philistines was still in evidence. 

Marauding bands of the Philistines invaded the land at will, often ravaging the fields at harvest 

time. 

At this time, a garrison of the Philistines was encamped at Bethlehem, David’s birthplace 

and home in his early years. How large this band of the enemy was we do not know. But we do 

know that they were bold intruders, and he evidently was not yet in a position to drive them out. 

David was lodged with his men in a stronghold not far from Bethlehem. This was harvest 

time. The weather was likely quite warm. And his thoughts went back to the community well 

that was by the gate of the city. 

Good wells of fresh water were scarce in Palestine. David likely called to memory the 

many time that he had led his flock of sheep to drink at this well, and how often he himself had 

quenched his thirst from its refreshing stream. 

We read: “And David longed, and said, Oh that one would give me drink of the water of 

the well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate.” 

It was only a nostalgic whim. A mere wish. From all that follows it becomes evident that 

David was not succumbing of thirst, nor did he expect that anyone would attempt to satisfy his 

desire for water from that well. 



Likely foremost in his mind was the offense of the enemy band taking over in Israel’s 

territory. He remembered the day when he led his flock to the well, unhindered by any foe. What 

right did the Philistines have to occupy the land that had been his former home, the land that God 

had given to Israel as a heritage? And now he thinks how nice it would be if he could have a 

drink of the water from the well he drank from in the past. 

David is thinking aloud. If he actually had need of drinking from that well he himself 

could have led a band of soldiers into the Philistine camp. 

But three mighty men from David’s band heard him express his longing and decided to 

take action. 

A mere smile and a nod between them was all that was needed to agree on what they 

would do. Obviously, they say nothing about their intentions to David. 

No, they do not consider this an order. They thoroughly understand the intent of his 

remark. Yet in this instance his wish is their command. Their love, their loyalty and devotion to 

David arouse them to action. 

Without a moment’s hesitation, they proceed in broad daylight to the camp of the 

Philistines. With sword and spear in hand they make their way to the well. While two stand 

guard the one fills a flask with water, and they are on their way back to David. Whether they met 

opposition we do not know, but we do know that their mission was successful. 

They had risked their lives. For what? To show their love for their captain, and their 

loyalty to him. Surely the Lord had prospered their mission. But the Lord had also given them 

the courage and the devotion to David to risk their lives merely to fetch him a drink of water. 

How about us? 

Our Captain is the Lord of Glory who laid down His life to pay the ransom for our sins 

and to merit for us eternal life. He bestows on us all the countless blessings of salvation, equips 

us to fight the battle of faith against all the powers of darkness that besiege us, and leads us on to 

victory, even to the crown of glory in the heavens. 

Do you and I show the same love and loyalty to the Captain - of our salvation? Are we 

willing to bear shame and reproach for His sake; willing to take up our cross and follow Him? 

Will we sacrifice everything, absolutely everything, even our lives, in loyalty to Him? Are we 

ready to die for our conviction of the truth of God’s Word? 

Especially as covenant youth you face the challenge to be loyal to your Lord by opposing 

all the forces of darkness round about you. We live in a time of great apostasy, of blatant 

lawlessness and gross immorality. The devil is doing his utmost to lure you, knowing that you 

belong to the party of the living God. The world forces its lusts upon you wherever you turn. 

Now is the time for you to take your stand as a faithful soldier of Jesus Christ in the confidence 

that we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us unto death, and loves us still. 

What follows may take us by surprise. David does not take as much as a swallow of the 

water, but pours it out upon the ground. This appears very much like a total lack of appreciation 

for the sacrifice these loyal men had made. 

Yet the very opposite is true. His conscience would not allow him to drink water that had 

been obtained at such a risk of life. David says that it would be like drinking the blood, taking 

the very life of these men. 

So he pours it out upon the ground as an oblation to the Lord. Addressing God, he 

acknowledges that God gave them the courage and loyalty to draw the water from the well. God 

protected them from the enemy, and God made it possible for them to bring their gift to David. 



To God be the glory! That applies also in our lives. As Scripture admonishes us: “In all 

thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy path.” (Prov. 3:6) And also: “Whether 

therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatever ye do, do it all to the glory of God.” (1 Cor. 10:31). 
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