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Young people are constantly told to beware of the wiles of the devil who goes about like 

a roaring lion. Well, at first glance one would retort, of course we would be afraid of a lion that 

is roaring. I think, though, that the word, roaring, is but an adjective that belongs to that certain 

animal of the wild. He roars to show his rule over other animals. He thinks that by his roar he 

will cause all other animals to keep their distance, so that he has the field to himself. I think that 

that adjective sets him apart from all other animals - he is the only one that roars. 

But when you see his actions when he is stalking its prey, you will find that he is as quiet 

as a mouse. He will be slinking along keeping his body close to the ground, keeping a low 

profile, to remain undetected by his prey. 

Scripture tells us to beware of the wiles of the devil. Wiles are tricky, deceiving 

properties of a lion’s character. I have noticed that one of those wiles is to use words with a 

double meaning. He will use an adjective and twist it to mean a noun. He is doing that right now, 

under our very noses. In newspapers, magazines and TV ads he constantly uses a noun adapted 

from an adjective and has completely turned the original meaning from good to bad. He has 

succeeded so cleverly that now it is quite impossible for me to use it in its original meaning. 

Have you guessed it? It is gay. Webster says that that word means, joyful, glad, merry. That 

word tricky Satan uses to soften the impact of the real meaning also found in the dictionary, 

meaning licentious. 

A September issue of Newsweek had a cover story of those licentious people. They are a 

class of people who are bound together by one of Satan’s strong chains. The Newsweek told of a 

presidential candidate who had an official gala with 600 men and women who were proud to call 

themselves gays or lesbians. That candidate was Gov. Clinton. That dinner raised 100,000 

dollars for his campaign. In his emotional speech, he said, “I have a vision, and you are a part in 

it.” 

He is the first candidate to openly seek gay voters. One of his promises, if elected, is to 

lift the ban against gays in the military, and sign gay rights legislation. 

I cannot help but shudder at the thought of the future of America if this trend continues. 

Gay policemen? Gay judges? Gay ministers of the gospel? Gay Elders and Deacons in the con-

sistory room? 

All those horrible pictures are already on public display. The results of abnormal 

behavior are firmly entrenched in society. The disease, AIDS, permeates society. Again, we can 

see the wiles of the devil in the very name. It sounds quite all right, AIDS can be helpers and so 

Satan has led us to use that acronym instead of the name. That dread disease has already become 

the agonizing death of countless thousands of the world’s citizens. They are dying like flies. 

They are lying in the gutters of our cities. I can imagine Satan taking pictures of those human 

wrecks and showing them to his cohorts and diabolically laughing in their cups of feasting. 

The Apostle Paul knew of such people. In his Epistle to the Romans he explains how 

some got that way. He said that because they began to worship birds and animals, changing the 

glory of God down to the level of created beings, that gave them over to lasciviousness through 

the lust of their hearts so that they dishonored their own bodies between themselves. 

So God, in His cause-and-effect punishment gave them up to vile affections. Paul puts it 

very bluntly: women did change their natural use into that which is against nature; and the men 



burned in their lust for one another worked that which is unseemly. Then that awful statement 

that God gave them over to a reprobate mind! That giving-them-over resulted in a host of sins 

listed in verses 29, 30, 31 of that first chapter in his letter to the Romans. 

In the last verse of that letter he describes that activity quite common in our day. It speaks 

of people who know the judgment of God upon such wickedness but also do the same; and even 

have pleasure in them that do them. In this time of new inventions and the development of them 

we see advertisements of the sale of VCRs which are movies of people engaged in those vile 

practices. 

So, Young People, heed the injunction to beware the wiles of the devil. If you should be 

invited to party where you are going to watch such movies of the sin titillating VCRs. Need I 

multiply the number of temptations to which you will be subjected? 

Let me sum it up with the injunction that the holy inspired Paul wrote to his beloved 

Ephesian Christians, “Put on the whole armor of God that ye may be able to withstand the wiles 

of the devil.” 
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