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“Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for 

if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abun-

dantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." II Peter 1:10-11. 

We love to procrastinate! Some of us are better at it than others but we all do it, 

especially when it comes to some sin that is holding us from a closer relationship to Christ. Even 

then we procrastinate. The apostle Peter here tells us to give diligence; do not procrastinate, 

work. Work is involved in Christ’s kingdom. Christ will not tolerate no work or a little work. 

Read the parable of the talents in Matthew 25 where Christ condemns the wicked and slothful 

servant, or Matthew 16:24 where Jesus tells us, that is, His disciples, “If any man will come after 

me let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me." Work. 

‘Making our calling and election sure’ applies to all believers that God has predestinated 

and Christ died for. This excludes many. Many will hear this word and will have no part in it, 

because God has not called and elected them. We must realize from the outset that it is God’s 

work of calling and election. God from eternity, from year to year, day to day, minute to minute 

has His elect on His mind continually that He upholds us, as the Heidelberg Catechism says, and 

that He has a place in heaven for us, always thinking of us, and all this from eternity. And as a 

result of God electing us, God comes to us and turns our hearts that we want Him and His 

promises for ourselves; He converts us. We then continually from this new heart have the desire 

to live according to His will and obey Him. Obeying Him as we saw earlier would be denying 

ourselves, taking our cross and following Him, this is Christ’s will and demand for us. 

The Apostle Peter wants us to make sure of our calling and election, but how? God 

doesn’t write it in the sky or appear to us but He does command us to give diligence or work at 

it. To be ‘sure’, we will be praying, and with our praying we will be studying God’s word. With 

our prayers, studying the Bible, and hearing the preaching of the word, we will grow as the 

Apostle Peter explains earlier in this chapter “add to your faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge; 

and to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and to 

godliness kindness; and to kindness charity." 

Many Reformed people, some in our own denomination, have stressed God’s work and 

the work of election so much that we have neglected the word ‘add’; “add to your faith virtue. 

..." We have and for good reason been consumed with fighting against the wrong of 

Arminianism, that it is up to the individual to accept Christ. But we on the other hand have 

forgotten to stress the striving that must take place. We feel we will be welcomed “to enter in at 

the strait gate" not have to “strive to enter in at the strait gate" (Luke 13:24). In considering what 

Christ has done for us we can never be thankful enough that our salvation is complete. We have 

no part to perform to save ourselves but when Christ walked the earth, He did not just talk about 

His part. Christ said, “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross 

and follow me.” Self-denial is work. Christ’s very example of what He did when here was an 

example of work. Working is what every minister and congregation should be doing. What 

work? The painful work of repentance and fleeing from sin. When this repentance and fleeing 

from sin occurs, and it must, God’s work of sanctification in us is illuminated. Your light will 

shine as Matthew 5:16 says “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 

works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” 



Young people stop here and think about it for a moment. 

Is our calling and election sure? It is if we are continually repenting and fleeing from sin. 

For when we do this, then God’s sanctification in our life will be a true sign that God has called 

and elected us. Then we can read the rest of that verse in confidence, “ye shall never fall: For so 

an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting Kingdom of our Lord 

and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

Therefore, let us work “For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your 

body, and in your spirit, which are God’s” (I Cor. 6:20). 

What could be more important for us to do but work! 

So let us be found in Him! 
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