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The theme text for this convention has been announced as II Tim. 2:3-5: “Thou therefore 

endure hardship, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with 

the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. And if a man 

also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.” 

That text uses a figure in describing what is a Christian. It is the figure of a soldier. I dare 

say that all of you hear news from day to day. Some of you hear it on your radios, others read the 

newspaper, some even watch it on network television. In the past couple years, we have seen our 

own country involved in conflict. There has been massive fighting in Yugoslavia as well as in 

other parts of the world. There are soldiers called to fire their artillery, to kill with their guns. 

There are others who never make it back to see their loved ones. They die at the hands of their 

enemies. We view such fighting as a frightful thing, evidence of the great upheaval in the world 

wrought because of sin. It also is a sign of Christ’s coming, don’t forget. In that sign we 

Christians find our comfort. But my point here is this: Do you understand that every time you see 

a soldier, you are looking at a picture of yourself as a Christian? That is how the Bible speaks 

about you who believe. If you are a Christian, you are a soldier. And, although just a figure, it is 

evident that the figure is a very realistic presentation of the Christian life. The Bible points us to 

reality and that is clear from the many, many other passages in Scripture that speak of our life of 

conflict, our life of battle, our life of great warfare. Do you find that to be a description of your 

own life? The battle of which I am speaking, the battle of which Scripture speaks, the battle in 

which the Christian soldier is engaged, is as real and true to life as any warfare the world has 

seen. It has its hand-to-hand conflicts and its psychological warfare. It requires careful watching, 

and it brings fatigue at times. In this battle the Christian is under many attacks, sometimes major 

sieges. And this battle is ongoing. Although there may be times when the scene is peaceful in a 

measure, it is never longer than momentarily. It is a lifelong battle. There are times the Christian 

appears defeated, but he (or she) fights as victorious. And while the consequences of warfare 

among the nations is temporary and repairable to a degree, the consequences of this battle in 

which Christians are engaged are unchangeable and everlasting. Again, I ask you, do you find in 

your own life such a battle? 

There are a whole lot of Christians out there today who have a strange conception of the 

Christian life. They view the Christian life as life on a playground—all fun and games. I have 

news for you. That is not the Christian life. And I don’t say that to take all joy out of 

Christianity. The amazing thing about the Christian life is that one can be joyful while being 

involved in fierce conflict. That is something Christianity provides that nothing else can--joy 

even in conflict. True and lasting joy doesn’t come in fun and games. You will not find peace 

and joy while walking in sin, or cavorting with the enemy. Only the fight of faith provides the 

joy and peace of fellowship with God in Jesus Christ. You must understand, my brothers and 

sisters in Christ, that there is a huge portion of Christianity today that is not true, genuine 

Christianity. It passes the test of social acceptability, it satisfies sleepy consciences; but it is not 

the real thing. There are thousands of men and women, even such as yourself, who go to church 

every Sunday and call themselves Christians. Their names are on the membership rolls of the 

church, they have been baptized, they are married with a Christian marriage ceremony, and they 

intend to be buried as Christians when they die. But there is never any spiritual fight in their life. 



They go along with the majority, do what is socially acceptable, maybe are even active in trying 

to influence the world for good; but of spiritual strife and exertion on behalf of the Scriptures, of 

conflict and self-denial and watchfulness and warring against principalities and powers, they 

know nothing at all. Such Christianity may satisfy a man’s conscience, when he doesn’t hear the 

truth of Scripture, and those who say what I am saying now are thought to be most uncharitable 

and unloving; but such is not the Christianity of the Bible. That is not the Christian faith 

established by God on the foundation of the Apostles and prophets—on the Scriptures, with 

Christ as the chief cornerstone. It is not the religion which produces holiness and thankfulness to 

God. For true Christianity is a life of warfare, and the Christian is a soldier. For the next little 

while, then, I intend to direct your attention to yourselves as: 
 

CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS 
 

For the sake of enabling you better to remember the main thoughts of this speech, and 

that you might know where I am going with my theme, I intend to follow an outline much like 

any sermon. I even have three points. I want to direct your attention to: 
 

I. THE DANGEROUS ENEMY 

II. THE FIERCE BATTLE 

III. THE CERTAIN OUTCOME 
 

I. YOUR DANGEROUS ENEMY IS NOT JUST ONE, BUT THREE. 
 

You undoubtedly have been warned about them often in the preaching of the word— the 

world, the devil, and your own sinful flesh. (Let’s consider each of them very briefly, and then I 

want to make a few concluding remarks about these 3 enemies before moving on to talk about 

the fierce battle.) 
 

A. WE CONSIDER FIRST, THEN, THE ENEMY WHICH IS THE WORLD. 
 

When I speak of the world as your enemy, I am speaking of the world as the Bible does 

in different places, referring to the world as it stands in the service of sin. Calvin was correct 

when he defined the idea of this world as meaning all that is outside of God, whether in the cre-

ation around us or in us. Anything that stands in the service of sin is that which belongs to the 

world. 

Now, I’m going to make bold to say that at no other time has the world been so 

dangerous for you who will live godly in Christ Jesus. I realize some would dispute that. This 

world doesn’t seem like such a dangerous place, especially when you live in the suburbs or in a 

small community such a Randolph, Wisconsin or Lynden, Washington. We don’t suffer physical 

persecution. We are not in danger of being burned at the stake or roasted in boiling oil, as were 

some of God’s people in the past. But I still will say that this world is as dangerous a place today 

for the Christian, as has ever been in history. I say that because of the biblical truth that sin 

develops. Sin has continued to develop throughout history. Every age has had its own peculiar 

plague of sin and has revealed its own particular hatred toward Christ and His church. In the days 

of violent and physical persecution, the world slew its thousands. But I say in the light of Jesus’ 

words and in the light of the inspired epistles, that in our day of ease and luxury and free thought 

and the love of pleasure and the openness of immorality, the world slays its tens of thousands. 

The subtle influence of the world, these days, seems to infect the very air we breathe. It creeps 

into our midst like an angel of light, and leads multitudes of well-meaning church people captive. 

That same love of the world’s good things, that same dread of the world’s opposition—which 

proved fatal to men like Judas Iscariot and Demas and many others is even more powerful today! 



The enormous power of self— love and self-seeking, the startling rise of a so-called tolerance 

toward every sin known to man, and the increasing intolerance toward the truth of Scripture, all 

demonstrate that we Christians have a major battle to fight against the world. 
 

B. THE SECOND ENEMY WITH WHICH WE CONTEND IS THE DEVIL. 
 

Now, you understand that when we talk about the devil, we enter into that which is 

beyond our natural perception. The devil belongs to the realm of the unseen, the supernatural, if 

you will. You must not let that cause you to question the existence of the devil. The simple fact 

is, Christianity is thoroughly supernatural. At the very heart of our Christian faith is the 

declaration that Christianity is based on revelation. God tells us that there is a dimension of 

reality that is not visible to our natural eye, yet that has a profound influence upon our lives. To 

use an illustration, before the advances in the field of medicine over the past few generations, 

there were a multitude of viruses and microscopic particles that previous generations knew noth-

ing about. There was an unseen world that had a profound effect upon the lives of thousands. 

And although that still belongs to the natural world, the same holds true with this realm of the 

supernatural. Paul warns us in Ephesians 6, that our battle goes beyond flesh and blood. We are 

wrestling against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 

(those spiritual rulers which lie behind the darkness of our enemy which is the world), against 

spiritual wickedness (spiritual hosts of evil) in high places, (i.e., in the heavenlies)! (Eph. 6:12). 

So, our enemy is not only the devil, but his army, the hosts of evil. These are personal 

beings! Don’t be deceived by the modern philosophy that makes out Satan to be just another 

name for the vague and indefinite power of evil in the world. There is nothing that pleases him 

more than when people in the church deny his very existence and call him a myth. No philoso-

phy does more to put the church to sleep. The devil is a definite person with tremendous power! 

Even a superficial reading of the Bible will show you that. Not that we extol Satan in any sense 

of the word. You mustn’t forget either that Satan is only a creature. He does not have the power 

of God. He is not everywhere present. He can only be in one place at one time. But, as I pointed 

out, he has a great army of devils doing his will. And Satan, the devil, is a creature with extraor-

dinary gifts. He is a cunning enemy, who has a definite purpose in his works, who is able either 

himself or through his hosts to spy you out and to discover where you are most vulnerable to his 

attacks. He is ready to exploit your weakness and bring about your downfall. Don’t underesti-

mate the power of Satan! His name is devil, the liar, who seeks to overthrow you. He appears not 

as the prince of darkness that he is, but as an angel of light. He can be most subtle and sophis-

ticated in his deceptiveness. The Apostle Peter speaks of him clearly as our enemy, when he 

writes in I Peter 5:8: “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion—

notice that, as a roaring lion—walking about, seeking”, seeking what, to draw a few more people 

around his cage in the zoo? Seeking what, to simply play with you, and maybe leave a few fang 

marks? Oh no. Listen. “Seeking whom he may devour!” Do you realize the seriousness of this 

warfare, young Christian? To devour the work of God in you, that is the purpose of the devil. He 

would confuse your spiritual thinking: he would extinguish the fire of your love for God by the 

pleasures of this life and the things of this world; he would deprive you of your heavenly 

inheritance. He is an extremely dangerous enemy! 
 

C. THE THIRD ENEMY, THOUGH NOT ANY LESS AN ENEMY THAN THE 

OTHER TWO, IS OUR OWN SINFUL FLESH. 
 

Our own sinful flesh is a very old enemy, one well-tested. It has survived even from the 

years of Adam and Eve, wearing itself deeper and deeper into our human natures. And from the 



flesh comes all kinds of evil works. And don’t make the big mistake of thinking that the works of 

the flesh are only physical sins. In Galatians 5, it is true, Paul speaks of the works of the flesh as 

including adultery and fornication and murder and drunkenness, and the like. But he also 

includes envy and hatred and strife. Do you have any idea how destructive envy is to you? Are 

you conscious of how destructive it is for you to carry around bitterness in your heart? or hatred? 

That stuff is of that enemy that would drag you down to hell, the old man of sin in you. And for 

you who love God, who long to be servants of Jesus Christ, you are engaged in an ongoing 

struggle with your own inclination to evil. Jesus Himself calls us to battle with this enemy, when 

He says, “Watch and pray; the spirit may be willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
 

D. THOSE 3 ENEMIES, THE WORLD, THE DEVIL AND YOUR OWN SINFUL 

FLESH, ARE FORMIDABLE ENEMIES. 
 

It is impossible to say which of the three does the most harm to us spiritually —the devil 

himself, and that would include his hosts; the world of sin and unbelief; or our own sinful flesh. I 

urge you not to underestimate the strength and deceptive capabilities of any one of them. But 

then, neither must you forget that any two or all three often work hand in hand as allies against 

you. And taken together they form an enemy that is a very powerful host. 

You stand in the strength of youth. You have made it past the great battles of high school 

with all its peer pressure, many of you have made confession of faith, and by God’s grace have 

received the victory through many battles. But don’t miscalculate and underestimate the diffi-

culty of the battles yet before you. I dare say, the past few years for you have been the most dan-

gerous years from the viewpoint of succumbing to the enemy. I think that is evident from Scrip-

ture too. The teenage years are the most dangerous as far as succumbing to the enemy. We learn 

that from the book of Daniel, where particular warning is given to the youth of the church--

comfort too, in the deliverance that is ours in Christ. But Daniel and his 3 friends, together with 

the other princes of Israel, were taken captive in their early teenage years, exactly because those 

are the years when a person is most susceptible to being swayed and captured by the enemy. 

There is also that phrase that we sing from the Psalms, Psalm 25, "sins of youth remember not." 

That also implies that in our youth we are particularly susceptible to being wounded by the 

enemy. And although you may already have seen the heat of the battle in your high school years, 

many of you are still under heavy attack. And I speak to you as one who has experienced many 

of those battles. I was wounded in some of those battles of youth. I still carry some scars, as 

probably do some of you. But there is something else you must know: There are other battles that 

I face today that are just as fierce as those I faced 10 to 20 years ago. You must know that too. 

The warfare of the Christian is a lifelong warfare and you have yet to see many battles. 
 

II. BEING A CHRISTIAN MEANS THAT YOU ENTER THE FIERCE BATTLE 

AGAINST THOSE ENEMIES. 
 

A. WHERE THERE IS GRACE, WHERE THERE IS TRUE FAITH, THE CHRISTIAN 

IS A SOLDIER. 
 

This battle allows no times of truce with the enemy. This battle must be fought on 

Sundays as well as weekdays, in private as well as public, at home as well as outside the home, 

in the management of thoughts as well as outward actions. The enemies against which we fight 

don’t take vacations. So long as we live on this earth, we must remember we are on enemy terri-

tory. All true saints are soldiers. Where those who have the name Christian are not soldiers, there 

is religious apathy, stagnation, deadness and indifference. And I will be frank with you: I see far 

too much of such stagnation and indifference in the churches. May you not be characterized by 



such deadness. One of the great blessings of these conventions is the opportunity to have our 

spiritual fervor stoked up a little bit. And in connection with this speech, I pray that the Spirit 

applies it in such a way that you go forth to fight with renewed vigor. You are the church. I say 

to the young people. You are the church of the future. You young adults are the church. You who 

have made confession of your faith, who have made known to the church that you are soldiers in 

the conflict—you are now the church. And you soon become the most prominent members of the 

church—the husbands and wives—some of you; parents; godly women, mothers and keepers of 

our homes; assistants to these men who will soon be the officers—ministers and elders and 

deacons; generals and captains in the army of God. Even you who will play seemingly small 

roles, the privates, are the backbone of the army. Don’t be indifferent about this battle of faith! 

Any soldier experienced in warfare will tell you, indifference is death. There is no room for 

spiritual stagnation. And where that is seen in the churches, it must be rooted out. Not only by 

sound preaching and faithful instruction, even Christian discipline when necessary; but it must be 

rooted out by replacing those who are apathetic with you who are ready to go forth in the 

strength of Christ and by His Spirit, ready to wage war against the onslaughts of the world, the 

devil and your own sinful flesh. 
 

B. HOW DO YOU PREPARE FOR THE BATTLE? 
 

A double answer is found in Ephesians 6:10—13. First, “Be strong in the Lord, and in the 

power of his might;” and secondly, “Put on the whole armor of God”-not part of it, not merely 

one or two pieces, but the whole armor of God. In the first place, ours must be the fight of faith. 

That is what it is to be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. From this point of view 

the Christian warfare is unlike any conflicts of this world. It does not depend upon human 

strength, nor a quick eye and coordinated reflexes. It is not some kind of nintendo game. It isn’t 

fought with earthly weapons, but spiritual. Faith, a personal union with Christ, is the heart of the 

Christian soldier’s character. You must see Jesus, and cling to Him. If you only see your own 

many sins, your weak heart, the many temptations you face, the fury of the devil, then you might 

well despair. But you must see Jesus, a mighty Savior, a sympathizing Savior, an interceding 

Savior, your Savior. Living faith in Christ’s presence and a readiness to follow Him is the secret 

of the Christian soldier fighting successfully. And don’t forget, faith will ebb and flow in your 

life. It does in mine. At one time, you will be stronger than another. And according to the 

measure of your faith, you will fight in strength or suffer; you will come off triumphant, or lose a 

battle. That is why you and I must constantly seek to strengthen our faith, also praying fervently 

for the grace of the Holy Spirit. It is the shield of faith that quenches all the fiery darts of the 

wicked one. Nothing will enable you to bear the fatigue of struggling and wrestling against your 

threefold enemy as will the indwelling confidence that Christ is on your side and your success, 

even through difficulty, is sure. Abide in Christ; draw closer to Him. Let your daily prayer be 

that of the disciples (Luke 17:5), “Lord, increase our faith.” But secondly, the Apostle writes, 

“Put on the whole armor of God.” Now, I don’t have time to describe this armor in any detail. 

This armor is described in verses 14-17 of Ephesians 6. We need every part of it, without 

exception. But what I would have you notice is that all the parts of this armor are concentrated in 

the Word of God. A religion without doctrine is what many are fond of talking about today. That 

sounds fine at first. Let’s make Christianity entirely practical; remove all emphasis on doctrine. 

But you see, when you sit down and examine that way of thinking, it is simply an impossibility. 

You might just as well talk about a body without a skeletal or muscular system. No man will 

ever enter into the battle of faith, unless he believes something. Faith must lay hold of Christ He 

as reveals Himself in the Scriptures. No one ever fights earnestly against the world, the devil and 



the flesh, unless he has first engraven upon his heart and in his head certain principles to which 

he is committed and which he cannot give up. I trust that you have reached the age where the 

truth of Scripture is all starting to fall into place. The last few years of Catechism you put in your 

time—most of you—not all that enthused about what you were learning. I think you are at the 

point now, and you will find that much more in the future, that you begin to appreciate what you 

have learned. You are equipped to fight the battle of faith. But you need to continue to grow, to 

take that armor to yourself until you are completely covered. 
 

III. THE WONDERFUL THING ABOUT YOUR BATTLE, MY CHRISTIAN 

FRIENDS, IS THAT YOURS IS THE VICTORY IN CHRIST JESUS. 
 

A. DO YOU KNOW THIS BATTLE? ARE YOU GAINING EXPERIENCE IN 

THE WARFARE OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE? 
 

If your answer is “yes,” you have something for which you may thank God. You may 

take comfort about your battle situation. For you have evidence even in yourself that God is at 

work. You and I fight under the leadership of Christ, the Conqueror of perfect wisdom and 

almighty power. He is the Captain of our salvation. He never makes any useless movements, 

never errs in judgment, never commits any mistake. The humblest servant in His army is not 

forgotten; the weakest is cared for and kept unto salvation. No soldiers of Christ are ever lost, 

left dead on the battlefield. 

Moreover, your fight as a Christian soldier works for your own good, your own joy. Such 

a fight will bring out the best in you. Christian warfare promotes humility and charity; it lessens 

self-seeking and worldly-mindedness; it gives one to see the glory of serving the Savior. If you 

talk to an elderly saint, you will not find one who regrets fighting Christ’s battles against sin, the 

world and the devil. What you will find in your elderly brothers and sisters is sorrow over one 

thing: They failed to put their whole being into that battle earlier, and experience the joy of serv-

ing Christ from their early youth. May you seize the opportunity now, and enter the battle with 

renewed zeal. And the battle ends, you may be sure, with a glorious reward for all you who fight 

in it. It is a reward of grace, the crown of glory that never fades. Remember, you only see part of 

the battle yet. You see the struggle, and there are more to come. But the victory, though won, is 

yet to be revealed to you. 
 

B. SOME OF YOU HAVE ALREADY BEEN AND WILL BE WOUNDED. 
 

Some of you will carry the scars of your wounds into eternity. But God does not forsake 

His wounded soldiers. There is healing in the blood of Jesus. And even for you who are wounded 

and trapped by enemy forces, there is a medical helicopter dropping into enemy territory to 

rescue you. The gospel provides for you the way out. The work of God is mighty. And the angels 

of God surround you, ready to deliver you into complete salvation at the very instant God gives 

the command. And Christ Himself never leaves you nor forsakes you, abiding in you by the Holy 

Spirit. Many are His promises to you. They shall be fulfilled. Listen to His Word (Isaiah 43:2): 

“When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they 

shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither 

shall the flame kindle upon thee.” The God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. 

“He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 

1:6). 
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