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Beloved young people and fellow believers, at this convention we have been privileged to 

hear and discuss many things about the end of time signs of the second coming of Christ, false 

teaching about His return, as well as how we must live as Reformed Christians with our spiritual 

eyes always open, watching for the end. 

The topic “Experiencing the End” I consider equally as important because I think it likely 

that we, you young people, and many others of us, WILL experience the end. It is a little unnerv-

ing to think that WE may well be privileged to experience that for which the church of Christ has 

prayed and watched for almost 2000 years! Many of you undoubtedly wonder what this will 

mean for your life — will you have children? Should you pursue a career? How should we 

continue to live? Scripture’s answer is that we must continue a normal (Christian) life but we 

must be prepared for the end. 

When I think about the concerns you probably have about facing the end, especially three 

things come to mind that we will experience. First, we think of persecution, the worst that the 

church has ever faced. Secondly, we will experience the victory of Christ over Satan and this 

wicked world. Thirdly, we will experience eternity after Christ returns for us, eternal life, for the 

wicked, eternal death. 
 

Experiencing Persecution: 

Will we be persecuted? Emphatically, YES! That should not surprise us because the 

church has always been persecuted. Think of the persecution these people of God faced in Bible 

times: Abel, Enoch, Moses, David, Jeremiah, Peter, Paul, and, of course, our Lord Jesus Himself. 

You will find the same when you leave the pages of Scripture and examine the church’s 

history in the new dispensation. Under Roman Emperors the church endured horrible persecu-

tion. You can read of emperors who lit up their parties with human torches the burning bodies of 

believers. Think of the cruel games in the amphitheaters in Rome where Christians were mowed 

down by chariots, slaughtered by gladiators, or devoured by lions. 

In the Middle Ages the Roman Catholic Church instituted the cruel Inquisition to punish 

anyone who spoke against the official Romish dogmas. The story of the great Protestant Refor-

mation includes chapter after chapter of persecution. Millions of believers were butchered, were 

burned at the stake, had their bodies pulled apart on the rack, or were left to rot in dungeons. 

Many more, though their lives were spared, carried the scars of persecution to the grave. They 

could say with the apostle Paul, “I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus” (Gal. 6:17). 

Persecution, not the peace we have today, is normal for the church. In fact, the inspired Paul 

wrote long ago that “all who will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” (II Tim. 

3:12). 

So will it be at the end. God’s people will be persecuted. Not only did Jesus warn His dis-

ciples (and us) of the sure hatred of the world against all who follow Jesus (John 15), He even 

fixed persecution as one of the signs of His return (Matt. 24: 9,10). 

But this brings up a second question, namely; How will this persecution arise? Where 

will it come from? I am no prophet, and I cannot give details of what will happen. But certain 

lines can be drawn from Scripture. 

Where will persecution start? From the false church. It will not arise first out of the 

heathen; nor will the first persecution be a law passed in Congress prohibiting worship of God on 



Sunday. I had that idea when I was a child. And I imagined that on the next day tanks would 

rumble down the street, and soldiers would go door to door, rounding up Christians. That, of 

course, will come, but that will not be first. 

No, persecution will arise out of the false church, from organizations which are like 

churches outwardly. They will have office bearers, members, and worship services: but they will 

have lost the truth. Does that surprise you? It should not. The false church has always been the 

greatest foe of the church of Christ. Who killed Abel? Cain, his brother, of the same covenant 

family. Who persecuted the 0T prophets? The Philistines, or the Moabites? No, Israel and Judah 

did after they had forsaken the ways of the Lord. This will emphatically be true in the last days. 

In Rev. 17 John records a vision of a hideous woman, a harlot. Now a woman is normally a 

picture of Christ’s church, but this is the false church who will be the whore of the antichrist. In 

verse 6 John writes, “And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the 

blood of the martyrs of Jesus.” So you see, the false church will spearhead the attack against the 

true believers. 

Can you see why? One reason is that she knows the difference between the truth and the 

lie much better than the U.S. Congress. Congress has trouble distinguishing between the cults 

and Christianity: laws that protect Reformed believers also cover those who worship Satan. We 

might also note that the federal government does not particularly care about matters of Reformed 

doctrine. But members of apostatizing churches do know what you believe and how you live, 

and they know that it is different. 

A second reason is that the witness of believers is particularly galling to the false church. 

It stings the conscience, it irritates, it reminds her of the hated doctrines and practices that the 

apostate church has put aside. That is already true today. Rebuke an unbeliever who works on 

Sunday or point out to him the evils of divorce and remarriage, and he will be far more tolerant, 

generally, than the member of a nominally Reformed church who is rebuked for the same. In the 

end, the false church will not tolerate the witness of the true church; in fury, she will arise to 

eliminate this wretched people from the earth. 

That is also why we can expect persecution first from those closest to us. In fact, many of 

you may be already experiencing this. If you refuse to dance or go out drinking with your peers 

from school and/or your church, or if you admonish someone for such sins, suddenly those 

whom you thought were your friends turn against you. They hate you, they speak evil about you, 

and cut you off. You are not asked to go out with them anymore. You probably did not think of it 

as persecution, but that is what it is. And from whom? Church members. 

But this persecution is small compared to what it will be, for it will build. Any church 

that sticks with her calling to preach the gospel of salvation from sin, by a sovereign, irresistible, 

electing grace of God, will be more and more in conflict with the church world about her. She 

will have no social programs for eliminating poverty or injustice in society; she will have no 

prayers for world peace or for church unity based on compromise; she will show no support for 

the antichrist and his kingdom. All of this will finally bring the wrath of the false church and of 

the world upon the faithful. They will say, perhaps, “You are not the true church of Christ, we 

are; you are not real Christians, you show no love, no compassion of Christ.” Making the 

believers out to be evil, these hypocrites will seek to destroy them. 

Jesus warns that for many this will strike very close to home —fathers and mothers will 

turn in their believing children, and children, their parents, and a man’s enemies will be those of 

his own house (Matt. 10). 



One word for persecution in Scripture literally means “to squeeze”, and thus, to make 

one’s place small on the earth. That is exactly what will happen. And it will be the worst 

persecution the church has ever seen. This will be true first of all because of the universality of 

the persecution. For the first time in history, the world will be able to give undivided 

consideration to the church. Wars, poverty, social problems, and diseases will be eliminated or so 

controlled that nothing will seriously divert the world’s attention. All her time and resources will 

be directed to destroying the church. Add to that the fact that the whole world, all nations, will be 

against the true church. In earlier times of persecution, God always provided a place to which 

His church could run and hide. Some ruler would give Christians refuge; some new land would 

open to which believers could flee. This will not be true in the end. All nations will be seeking 

and killing God’s people. 

Other factors will contribute to the severity of this final persecution. One is the advanced 

technology the wicked will have at its disposal. Recently we had a grand display of this destruc-

tive power in the war in the Persian Gulf. We marveled at the ability to communicate, not only 

around the world in seconds, but of the different nations’ ability to communicate together in the 

war against Iraq. We saw the satellite pictures with which the trained eye could find individual 

people. All this and more will be used against the church. 

Last, but not least, in the end the depravity of man will have reached its peak. The first 

sin of Adam will have developed to the fullest extent. Sorry to say, the atrocities that man is 

capable of committing against fellow man will peak in the bloodbath of the final persecution. 

All this we and the believers out of every nation and race, who are alive at the end, will 

experience. But that is not all that the church will experience. (And I am very glad we can say 

more about the end; otherwise it would be very gloomy and hopeless for the believer.) 
 

Experiencing the Victory: 

We will also experience the victory of Christ in the end. And, we hasten to add, we will 

experience this victory IN persecution! In at least four ways this will be true. 

First, we will know the victory of faith, an unshakable faith. Faith is that all-important 

gift of God as part of His work of salvation in you. It unites you to Christ and gives you such a 

sure knowledge and hearty confidence that you have no doubt but that the Scriptures’ testimony 

concerning salvation from sin through Jesus is true, and true for you. Faith allows you to enjoy 

salvation to know for example, that your sins are forgiven, and to enjoy covenant fellowship with 

God. 

Now our faith can be very weak. We can doubt that God’s way is good for us; we can 

doubt our salvation; in our weakest moments, we might even wonder whether God exists. 

But in the midst of persecution God will give us a strength of faith greater than any we 

have ever known. The promises of the Bible will be our unmovable rock, and an unshakable faith 

will tie us securely to it. You will have the faith of a Daniel, or that of his three friends who 

stood unflinchingly before the fury of wicked rulers and death, by faith! O yes, they struggled, 

but they obeyed God. And by faith they received the victory — all the promises of Scripture. I 

John 4:8 tells us, “And this is the victory that overcomes the world, even our faith." 

A second aspect of the victory experienced at the end will be the purification of the 

church on earth. Always in the history of the church the carnal seed, unbelievers, have mingled 

with the elect. Some are born into the church, some marry in, others join for wrong reasons. 

These hypocrites always hurt the church, however. They weaken her, and often lead her astray. 

Persecution drives these unbelievers out of the ranks of the believers. They are not 

willing to endure the heat of persecution, whereas the believers remain. In the last fierce 



persecution of the end, you will know that those who confess Christ (the Christ of the Scriptures) 

under pain of torture and death, are true, fellow believers, the church at the end will be pure. 

A third concrete experience of victory will be the almighty grace of God that will uphold 

believers. That grace will never let us down. There is no possibility that the believer will deny 

Christ, give up the truth, and lose his salvation in the end. I know that because our salvation is 

God’s work. If you are alive at the end, you will be glad that you were raised Protestant 

Reformed; for you have been taught that God’s grace is sovereign, that salvation is not your 

work to be kept or lost salvation is all of the Lord! The victory is guaranteed in Jesus Christ. 

And if the day comes that you are summoned before magistrates to answer the charges 

which make you worthy of death, then you need not stay up all night thinking up a good answer. 

The Holy Spirit will speak for you! He will take the knowledge of God stored away in your soul 

through years of study and will give the most beautiful testimony imaginable. In fact, that grace 

is so powerful that you will go to your death (if it comes to that) SINGING! Can you imagine 

that? Through the physical pain and suffering, God will give you the grace to sing! That is 

victory. 

And fourthly, we will experience the victory in that this affliction will work out our 

salvation. Paul describes persecution as “our light affliction” which he reminds us, is “for a 

moment, [and] worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (II Cor. 4:18). 

This means that we do not stand gazing in horror at the awful persecution, and try to comfort 

ourselves by the fact that someday it will be over and we will be in heaven. Rather, we 

understand that persecution is a necessary part of entering into heaven. It prepares us for our 

particular, God— ordained place in heaven, working for us a far more exceeding and eternal 

weight of glory. 

These four aspects of Christ’s victory we will experience IN persecution. 

The rest of the victory the whole church will enjoy, because all believers will participate 

in the day of the Lord. What a glorious experience that will be! Not all the events and the exact 

order can be determined, but the events at the very end [as I understand them] will be as follows. 

The true church of Christ will be all but extinguished. The wicked will think they have 

won. Antichrist will sit supreme in the earth in a most prosperous and peaceful kingdom. But 

soon cracks will appear in this great kingdom as conflicts arise between old foes. The troubles 

will be so bad that it will lead to the greatest battle the earth has ever known — the battle of 

Armageddon. The traditionally heathen nations of the earth [in Africa and Asia, for example] 

will make war against the traditionally Christian nations [in N. America and Europe, for 

example]. The Bible indicates that as the nations draw near to battle, or are into the fight, the end 

will come! 

Suddenly the “sign of the Son of Man” will appear in the sky. We are not told what this 

will look like, but it will be a sign or symbol of our Lord that all men will recognize. And, it will 

be seen by all people all over the world at the same time. Then, immediately afterwards, Christ 

will come, personally and physically, on the clouds. What a sight that will be! He will come in 

His glory as the Lord of lords and the King of kings and in the glory of His Father. With Him 

will be the angels and all the saints who have died. 

The response to these events from those on the earth will be two opposite extremes. The 

wicked will be horrified! Their worst fears will be realized. They will weep; some will call out in 

terror to the rocks and hills, “Fall on us and hide us from the from the wrath of the Lamb!” to no 

avail. Their kingdom is ended; all will be destroyed. For Christ will consume it all with fire. 



But for the righteous it will be a day of joy beyond description. Their redemption has 

come! Christ will call out of the grave the bodies of all the saints [a WONDER!], reunite them 

with their souls. Next, He will call His people (who are still alive on the earth] to meet Him in 

the air. 

VICTORY! The kingdom of antichrist will be destroyed, deliverance realized! 
 

Experiencing Eternity: 

And then we will experience eternity, beginning with the final judgment. In this great 

event, all men and angels, both righteous and wicked, will stand before Christ the Judge. Why? 

You know that all things happen for the glory of God, and this will also glorify God in and 

through Jesus Christ. For it will reveal how just and righteous is our God, especially as He sends 

the reprobate away into hell, but takes His elect to heaven. 

In this judgment, the glorified Christ will stand as the visible representative of God. The 

“books” will be opened, and all that was ever spoken and done, and even thought, will be openly 

revealed. And Christ will separate the righteous from the wicked as a Shepherd separates the 

sheep from the goats. 

For the wicked it is the day of wrath which they have dreaded. Christ will show them 

their wicked lives, their secret sins as well as open rebellion against God and His law. At the 

same time, they will be convicted by the Spirit of their sins so that they will know that they 

DESERVE eternal destruction! From the lips of Christ will sound the terrible judgment, “Depart 

from Me I never knew you!" All will be cast into hell with Satan and the fallen angels. The 

condemned will have bodies prepared for the torment of hell for an eternity. How horrible! They 

will be able neither to repent nor to sin any longer. The only experience they will have is the 

unending wrath of God physical torment (described in Scripture as burning and as the gnawing 

of a worm) and as well as internal, emotional and spiritual, agony. They have sinned against the 

infinite holiness and majesty of God; their JUST punishment is the suffering of His eternal 

wrath. 

Believers also will be judged. But we will face Christ without terror, for the “trial” will 

be “stacked” in our favor. For the Judge has already paid our punishment. He has said that He 

loves us, and will save us from the punishment of our sins. And He has told us in advance what 

His judgment will be, i.e., “Innocent, worthy of heaven.” The outcome is certain! 

Yet He will show us our sins, too. And we will be unspeakably ashamed and know that 

WE DESERVE the eternal death of the wicked. But all this will we see in the cross, and know 

that our sins are forgiven because Christ paid for them! In total wonder, we will hear the words, 

“Well done, good and faithful servant; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord!” Can you imagine the 

joy and gratitude that will flood our souls when we realize that this is ours for Jesus’ sake alone? 

But that is only the beginning — the ushering into our new home. All the old, heaven and 

earth, will have been burned, cleansed by fire. Out of it Christ will create a new heaven and 

earth. They will, somehow, be one — not two places any more. One, beautiful, glorious, perfect 

dwelling place. 

You will love heaven! One reason for that is that all the evils of this life will be gone 

sickness, troubles, getting old. Never again will we be hurt, cry, or even feel sad. Best of all, our 

sins will be gone! No more failures! No more guilt! No more battles against temptations or our 

flesh! 

Besides, you will feel at home in heaven. It will not be like coming into high school that 

first day — remember? — when everything is unfamiliar, and you do not know many people, 

and are not sure how you will like it? In heaven, you will immediately be and feel at home, 



because the life of regeneration came from heaven, and it seeks heaven all the time you are on 

this earth. So when you arrive there, it will be coming home where you belong. 

Add to that the fact that there will be exciting things to do in heaven. Saints in heaven 

will not just stand around in choirs for an eternity — even though I am sure they (do now) and 

will sing! But there will be work, a blessed, enjoyable work without the toil of earthly labors. 

What this work will be like in a perfect heaven and earth, I cannot tell, but just as Israel was 

given the land of Canaan as a picture of heaven, and God told them to be busy there, so will we 

be (joyfully) busy in heaven. 

But at the heart of all this, and the best part, will be the covenant life with God in Christ. 

We will know God as, now, we are known by Him. Living there, seeing Christ face to face, we 

will enjoy His love, fellowship, and grace, and have the pleasure of searching out the riches of 

His grace forever and never get finished! 

We could go on . . . but you search the Scriptures. Find out about your new, perfect 

mansion and the glorious life awaiting you. This I know, that heaven will be so great, that our 

reaction will be like that of the queen of Sheba to the wisdom of Solomon, the riches of his 

kingdom, and the majesty of his reign — “The half was not told me!” 

* * * * 

Protestant Reformed Young People, all these things are before you--persecution, victory, 

and eternity. I am concerned for you; I pray for you. Understand, my concern is not that in the 

end God’s grace will not sustain you, and you will fail. My concern is that you will not stand 

now in the little trials of your faith. You see, the pressures to conform to the world’s standards 

and the many temptations are for your spiritual training. This is God’s way of preparing you for 

the end. We must stand NOW for God’s cause. For if we cannot endure a little peer pressure 

from our friends NOW when only our popularity is at stake, how will we stand when our very 

life is on the line? Stand now! 

As we look to the end, let us follow the example of Jesus. He knew the bitterness of the 

cross that would be His--infinitely worse than any suffering we will ever have. What did He do? 

Hebrews 12 tells us: He looked beyond the agony to the glory that He would certainly 

receive in the way of His suffering! So will you! May God give us that grace! 
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