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Have you ever been given a job that you never did before?  That is exactly what I did to 

Mr. J.P. de Klerk when I stated in the February Editor’s Notes that he was “an architect who 

writes many articles in the Dutch language.”  Mr. de Klerk wrote me a letter telling me that he 

comes from Ashhurst, New Zealand and that in truth, Mr. de Klerk’s son, Theo, is the 

architectural draftsman, who writes occasional articles in some monthly magazines.  Mr. Jacobus 

Pieter de Klerk, the author of “Of a Different Kind,” for the last forty-five years has been a 

journalist and author, writing thousands of articles and five books.  My apologies to Mr. J.P. de 

Klerk for making him out to be an architect when he actually is a journalist and author.  I also 

extend my early congratulations to him and his wife on their 25th wedding anniversary come the 

27th of September. 

He also writes, “Thank you for printing my short story ‘Of a Different Kind’ so well in 

your attractive monthly, without any typesetting error; there are not many publications in the 

world who do that.”  I appreciate that comment about the typesetting because that gives me the 

opportunity to thank our typesetter, Mr. Jim Van Overloop, and his very able proofreader, Mrs. 

Thelma Westra, for the excellent work they have given towards the typesetting of the Beacon 

Lights.  With excellent typesetting and superb printing by Mr. Jim Huizinga, the Beacon Lights 

staff looks forward to producing each issue. 

At our first staff meeting in March we spent considerable time discussing possible new 

rubrics.  In the discussion it was brought out that the primary focus of the B.L., according to our 

constitution, is for the spiritual edification of Protestant Reformed Youth.  While the readership 

of the B.L. is predominantly Protestant Reformed, we are also aware that many other Reformed 

young people read our magazine.  We also determined that many Reformed young people 

between the ages of eighteen and twenty-eight, married and single, read our magazine.  It is the 

consensus of the staff, therefore, to write some articles geared specifically toward this age group.  

We are making a strong attempt to utilize the writing talents of our readers.  We, therefore, 

encourage participation from our readership to help make this magazine spiritually edifying to 

our readers. 

A couple of times each year we print essays that are written by those young people that 

aspire to be future Protestant Reformed ministers or teachers.  In this issue you will find such an 

essay written by Kristen Engelsma, “The Leadership Responsibility of a Teacher.”  The two 

opening sentences of Kristen’s article provide the basis for leadership responsibility.  “In all 

walks of life and occupations today, one must look to Christ as the ultimate and final example.  It 

is after Him that one must fashion his lifestyle and behavior.”  Read and enjoy her writing. 

Kristen is a junior high teacher at Adams Street Christian School.  She taught full time as 

a student teacher from the beginning of the school year while finishing her college educational 

training.  She will be writing an article in the August/September issue about her first year 

experiences as a teacher.  If you are wondering why I have provided all this information about 

Kristen, it is because she is the newest member of the Beacon Lights staff.  Welcome to our 

growing and energetic staff, Kristen. 

Take note, future ministers and teachers, of the ad from the Protestant Reformed 

Scholarship Fund Committee.  Applications can be obtained from Jim Holstege and are due by 



June 1, 1991.  The theme for this year is, “How should the old paths spoken of in Jeremiah 6:13-

17 be preached and taught?”  We look forward to printing some of your articles in future issues. 

Rev. Heys writes From the Pastor’s Study an article on “Remembering Our Creator.”  

Remembering what God calls us to remember is a vital part of our lives as God’s young people.  

As you will find out from this article there are many important truths for us to remember that 

help us in each day of our lives as young people who work in the world or at home. 

It has been awhile since you have read a letter from Gramps.  Mr. Faber has an 

encouraging letter for you to read.  Keep up the good work young people and may God continue 

to bless you in all your labors.  And thank you Gramps for all your love shown to us throughout 

the years.  We eagerly await your next letter. 

“The Testimony of Life” and “Taking the Stand” are written by two young people from 

Indiana.  Bruce Miedema persuaded Amy Reinbold and Dawn Glock to write about meeting and 

talking to others about the grace and faith God has given us.  Both Amy and Dawn wrote a brief 

letter to me about themselves, so that you will get to know them better.  I have put parts of these 

letters at the beginnings of each of their articles.  Thank you for your articles Amy and Dawn.  

We are pleased that you are willing to write for Reformed young people. 

In addition, Amy writes, “I am requesting that you send me several copies of this issue of 

the Beacon Lights.  There are some interested people here that I would like to give it to.  There 

are also several people that I would like to send subscriptions to.”  I will do that Amy.  And I 

hope others of you encourage people to read the Beacon Lights.  We plan to hold a subscription 

drive in the near future.  But don’t wait.  Send your subscription requests and dues to either 

Angie DeZwarte, 1501 Maderia SW, Grand Rapids, MI 49504, if you live in Michigan or to Pam 

Dykstra, 2846 Vermont, Grandville, MI 49418, if you live outside Michigan.  The staff thanks 

you for your support and looks forward to preparing spiritually encouraging issues for you 

almost each month of the year. 

In this issue, Prof. Hanko furthers his series on the Janssen Controversy.  Prof. Hanko 

explains what he means by the title to this series, “To Lose the Battle and Win the War.”  This 

article and the others that will follow provide the background for the beginning of our Protestant 

Reformed Churches.  The question of common grace cannot be minimized nor sidestepped if we 

are to properly understand this heresy and the turmoil that it caused and still causes in many 

Reformed churches today. 

Thank you, Lora, for keeping us abreast of the Church News.  What about some news 

from “overseas?”  I think we are at a point in our young people’s history that we also need to 

hear what other Reformed young people from our sister churches are doing these days.  Lora 

would be delighted if you sent her some information.  Her name and address is Lora Bouwkamp, 

4870 Eisenhower Dr., Hudsonville, MI 49426. 

Look for Ecclesiastes Letter # 11 in the next issue. 

The index for 1990 is in this issue.  We thank Beth Bartelds for taking the time to provide 

us the index.  I apologize for not letting Beth know earlier that we needed an index. 

In the next issue, look for several articles about how some families of our churches came 

to the Reformed faith.  You will be amazed at the care God takes in bringing the truth of His 

Word to His people. 
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