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Dear Grandchildren: 

It has been quite a while since you heard from me, but since that time I have been hearing 

some good things about you.  That pleases me to no end because I have been reading in the 

newspapers and seeing on the T.V. news some awful things about other young people.  And 

because you are “young people”, and meet up with like temptations as the worldly kids do, I am 

so grateful to learn that you live in obedience to your parents and teachers.  The worldly kids 

obey only when it suits them, or when it “pays” but you obey because it is required of you 

according to Scriptural injunctions.  That is quite a huge difference, for then you are living out 

the Fourth Commandment.  I know, some of those parental rules seem so stringent; even 

sometimes so unnecessary.  But you will learn when you become parents, that they are good for 

family togetherness. 

For the most part, I hear you are also obedient to “church rule” in learning your 

catechism lessons.  Sometimes you as your fathers before you, wonder what profit we will ever 

get out of that specific obedience.  Well, they are basic in learning the doctrines of the Scriptures, 

the doctrines which are standard in our spiritual life; the rules of faith by which we are united to 

Christ; the faith by which we receive the gift of eternal life.  I hope that your Pastor goes beyond 

that basic teaching and goes beyond it by teaching the Canons found in the back of the Psalter.  

Those, too, will help you to prepare for your future active church membership.  They will help 

you be able to teach your future children in living in covenantal relationship to our God and His 

Son whom He has sent.  I know, yes, I know all this is future to you young folks, but your 

Gramps can look back and actually see all the benefits of such instruction. 

I also hear that some of you who have younger siblings help them with their catechism 

lessons, taking some of the burden from your mom’s shoulders.  In addition, the assigned chore 

in the house like, whose turn it is to “do” the dishes, and who the dusting, the snow shoveling, 

the carrying out of the garbage, and other homey jobs which make up the activity of the average 

household. 

Other “over the fence” news that has come to me is that many of you young men are 

beginning to realize your future roles in church leadership; some of you will certainly be elected 

to the offices of elder or deacon.  That is an awesome responsibility, but you can prepare for it, 

you know.  Keep your eyes and ears open to learn what these dedicated men are doing in your 

church.  And, I hope that you are listening when your pastors pray that God will raise up young 

men who aspire to the ministry.  That great need is ever with us. 

Did I hear one of you girls ask, “how about us?”  I know that some of you are already 

school teachers and others Sunday School teachers.  But do you sometimes wonder what place 

you have in the field of Elders and Deacons?  Well, from my experience I can let you in on some 

secrets.  Elder’s wives are a great help to their husbands.  They encourage in that sometimes 

arduous task.  They let their husbands ‘unload’ his troubles when necessary.  And their husbands 

know that they will not breathe a word of it to anyone. 

A deacon’s wife can accompany him on some of his sick calls.  I think that deacon’s 

wives are especially gifted in that line.  The common person in the pew does not know how 

much help a “helpmeet” can be!  There is another aspect to the wives of ministers, elders and 

deacons.  They can keep an orderly household, and they can see to it that their children are 



obedient, and keep such tasks from their husband’s busy schedule.  They can be in their 

subservient role of tremendous help in deacon’s ruling role. 

If your boyfriend is attending seminary, or has intentions to do so in the future, I advise 

you to pay an afternoon call on your minister’s wife.  Let her tell you how she keeps unwanted 

callers from the house; and keeps silly and needless phone calls from his study. 

Now if you have been thinking that the boys got all the jobs in the church, I hope that it 

has become clear to you that for each of those boys there is a corresponding number of girls who 

have their work cut out for them.  So you see that being “submissive” is definitely an activity.  

But I hear that many of my grandchildren have already learned from that experience.  Verily, you 

shall reap your reward. 

Love, Gramps 
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