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“Our Calling to Walk in Love” is the last of the convention speeches.  Rev. Carl Haak 

answers these questions.  What then is it to walk in love?  How will this be done?  Why must we 

walk in love?  You will find this speech as powerful as the other convention speeches.  The 

young people who attended the last convention were certainly blessed with the truth from the 

Word of God.  Be thankful that we have faithful ministers to bring to us the treasures of God’s 

Word; and go forth in the confidence of that truth as we walk in love, forgiving one another and 

serving God. 

The convention issue will be sent to the 1990 conventioneers in the near future.  I 

apologize for the delay.  I hope you enjoy the pictures in the center of the convention issue that 

are from a convention over twenty years ago.  See who you can identify.  You may need the help 

of your parents. 

“Carnal Christians” by Prof. David Engelsma will provide a clear insight into the 

meaning of the title.  You will find out that these Christians are not the unregenerate and 

unbelieving, but can be knowledgeable of the truth, zealous for gifts and can use their gifts in the 

church.  Who then are they?  Prof. Engelsma gives a thorough description of the carnal Christian 

and encourages us to grow up in the faith.  Thank you, Prof. Engelsma for writing an article for 

us in the midst of your busy schedule. 

I always enjoy receiving letters from our readers.  Three of our readers responded to 

Karen Hanko’s article “Is Right to Life Right?” found in the December issue of last year.  

Realizing the benefit that these letters would have for our readership, I asked the authors to allow 

them to be printed in the B.L.  In addition, and in fairness to Karen, I sent her copies of the 

letters and asked her to respond to Dale & Laura Miedema and Crystal Kooienga.  She did so 

and her response is also included in this issue.  Thank you, Karen, Crystal, Dale and Laura for 

letting us read some of your thoughts concerning Right to Life.  I also appreciate the concern and 

brotherly love shown in your letters, which will certainly be beneficial to those who read your 

articles and also generate a lot of discussion on the matter. 

The feature articles for this month are on the topic of role models.  Rev. Arie den Hartog 

and Brian Kuiper, our treasurer, write similar thoughts about who are our role models and the 

influence they have in our lives.  Not only do they consider who influences our lives, but also 

ways in which we are role models to others.  So, if you’re tired of the worldly role models we see 

every day and want to know about the godly role models of life, then read these articles and 

consider whether or not your role models meet the standard for role models set by God. 

The poem by Margaret Mauro fits in with some of the articles in this issue.  I do not agree 

with her last statement because Christ has all power and reigns forever now.  But she does 

accurately portray the struggle to live according to Christ’s life and not the life of the world. 

I am glad to know that you enjoy reading the “Church News” by Lora Bouwkamp.  We 

realize the news is a bit late in getting to you, so Lora and I do appreciate your interest in reading 

about some of the important events in our churches. 

It is not every day that a young person desires to become a member of the staff.  So when 

Lisa DeYoung attended a staff meeting for the first time, she fulfilled her desire to help make the 

B.L. a magazine that our young people will want to read.  Lisa is going to be a great asset to the 

staff and we look forward to working with her.  Welcome to the B.L. staff, Lisa, and may God 



bless you with His strength and wisdom.  If there are others of you who want to join the staff as 

active members, contact us. 

Look for an ad from Byron Center Protestant Reformed Church advertising the 1991 

Young People’s Convention, to be held August 5-9 at Grand Valley State University in 

Michigan.  The subject of the convention “Reformed Young People Living in the Last Times” is 

important not only for Protestant Reformed young people, but all Reformed young people.  

Those of you who are in other Reformed churches are encouraged to attend. 

Also look for the ad about the Young Adults’ Spring Retreat to Estes Park, Colorado, 

April 4-6.  As the ad states, there will be great fellowship, loads of activities and a beautiful 

mountain setting. 

Well, that’s the editor’s notes for this issue.  In the next issue, Prof. Hanko continues his 

series on the Janssen Controversy and Carol Brands continues with her letters on Ecclesiastes.  In 

the May issue, the staff plans to have several articles about how some families of our churches 

came to the Reformed faith.  You will be amazed at the care God takes in bringing the truth of 

His Word to His people. 
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