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The first convention that I attended was the convention that was sponsored in 1969 (if 

you can call sneaking along to Disneyland and riding atop the Kentucky Fried Chicken in the 

back of a pick-up to Jinx lake, “attending”).  We had seven young people staying at our house, 

and in the back yard of our house we had a big tent with the five young men staying in it.  One of 

those boys is now an elder in my congregation in Byron Center, and his daughter is here.  

Another one is a minister. 

What I remember pretty well from that convention was that there was a good deal of talk 

about love.  The boys were talking about love.  The girls were talking about love.  I was 

interested in hearing about love. 

What I’m interested in now is this:  what kind of love was that?  Was it a genuine love?  

Was it true love?  Was it a love that lasted? 

I’ve got a feeling that there’s going to be some thinking, if not talking at this convention, 

about love.  And I am wondering what kind of love that is.  Will it be talk of genuine love?  Will 

it be talk of lasting love?  And I think you will be interested in knowing the answers to those 

questions, too.  Whether you say it or not, I’m sure that if you date someone, you are interested 

in the question, “Is this a lasting love, or is this something that will dry up like the dew on the 

California grass?”  We are concerned with a love that lasts. 
 

THE PERMANENCE OF GOD’S LOVE FOR US 
 

God’s love for his people is permanent, ever abiding.  The love that God had for His 

people in eternity is a love that never ends.  The love that God had for His people when He 

showed it on the cross is a love that will never fail.  The love that God poured out on His people 

through the Spirit is a love that abides forever! 

The love that God had for you in eternity is a love that never ends.  The love that God 

had for you when He showed it, oh, so wonderfully on the cross, is a love that never ends.  The 

love that God poured out on you as member of the body of Jesus Christ, through the Spirit, is a 

love that abides forever and ever. 

The people of God in the O.T. already knew that.  Jeremiah 31:3 has, “The Lord hath 

appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore with 

loving kindness I have drawn thee.” 

There is good reason that God’s love lasts.  First, it lasts because it is from eternity.  If 

God loved you from eternity, He will love you into eternity.  If there was no beginning to the 

love of God for you and for me, there can be no ending to God’s love for you and me either.  It 

is, as Jeremiah said, and “everlasting love.” 

Second, it lasts because it is love from the heart of an unchangeable God.  This only 

makes sense.  The love of God, some say, is “the loving God.”  God is love.  That is, God is not, 

like us, a person of flesh and blood who has virtues added to us.  We are like that.  We don’t say 

about ourselves, “I AM love.”  But God does.  The Bible says about God, “God IS love.”  Not 

only is it true that God is the source of love, but God is love.  That is, this is what God is:  

Mercy, Truth, Justice, Loving kindness, Grace and LOVE. 

Now, if God is love, and the Bible says that God never changes (and it does), then the 

love that God had set upon His people is a love that will never change.  God’s love lasts because 

it is a love from the heart of an unchangeable God. 



Third, God’s love is permanent because it’s unconditional love.  One reason we might 

think that God’s love is not a permanent virtue, is that we compare it to our love.  Our love is a 

conditional love, at least from one point of view.  Let me illustrate that.  If you have a date this 

evening for the banquet, then it may be that this romance buds: you begin writing, maybe; or if 

you live closer to each other, you begin dating more.  But in that relationship, you tell yourself 

(if you are wise) I will not commit myself to saying, “I love you” until I find out a good deal 

more about the person.  I’m not going to love the person until I know that they are my type, until 

I know that they are not going to hurt me, until I know that they are kind, that they are committed 

to the Reformed faith, until I know that they love God.  And if they don’t, I will never be able to 

say to them, “I love you.”  Further, if you do commit yourself to someone, telling them that you 

love them, and finding out later that there were things that you didn’t know, you will stop loving 

them, and direct your love to someone else. 

And then we think that God’s love is like that.  “God loves me with a wonderful love.  

And I love that He loves me.  But I’m afraid that He’ll not love me, because He finds something 

out about me that He does not like; I’m afraid that He will stop loving me, because I do 

something foolish, or because I no longer deserve His love for me.” 

I tell you, young people, the love of our God for People is an eternal, unchangeable, 

unconditional love.  It does not depend on anything in you or me.  One of my favorite passages 

in Scripture is two verses in Deuteronomy 7:7, 8: “The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor 

choose you, because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all 

people:  But because the LORD loved you, and because He would keep the oath which he had 

sworn unto your fathers, hath the LORD brought out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out 

of the house of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.”  Can you believe that?  If 

you would ask your boyfriend, or someone else who loved you, “Why did you chose me?  Why 

do you love me?”  and he said to you, “I love you and I chose you because I love you,” you 

might be flattered, but you would think, “He didn’t answer my question; his answer is not 

reasonable!”  God says to you and to me, “I love you because I love you.  That’s all you need to 

know.  I’m God.  Only understand this:  I love you.” 
 

THIS IS A GROUND FOR ASSURANCE OF ETERNAL LIFE 
 

This gives me assurance that I will be loved by God forever!!  And I am assured of my 

salvation. 

If God loves you now, He will love you forever!  If God loves you with the kind of love 

that is unchangeable, unconditional, eternal, it is a love that will be upon you into eternity of 

heaven.  Then there is no possibility that you go lost, no possibility that you perish everlastingly 

in hell, no possibility that you are no longer loved by God.  You are and forever shall remain 

loved by God. 

Think of it:  if God’s love overcame such obstacles, nothing will stop it into eternity.  If 

God’s love overcame your hatred, it will overcome all obstacles.  When God first loved us, you 

and I were enemies of God.  I think of what Paul says in Romans, in the passage that is quoted in 

the very end of the Communion Form:  “Therefore God commendeth therewith his love towards 

us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us; much more then, being now justified in 

his blood, we shall be saved from the wrath through him; for if, when we were enemies, we were 

reconciled to God by the death of his son; much more being reconciled, we shall be saved by his 

life.  Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord from this time forth 

forever more.” 



If he could love me, who am so unloveable, so ugly, so miserable, He will love me 

forever.  If He could love me with such a love that makes me what I am, that saves me from so 

great a death and vile origin, He will love me into eternity!! 

If He loved me when it took the greatest sacrifice on His part, the sacrifice of His only 

begotten Son; when it took giving away in death His beloved, Whom He loved with an original 

love, and He didn’t fail in giving Himself for me in that love, well, His love for me is a love that 

is guaranteed never to die.  And I know that I shall be in glory the moment I close my eyes in 

death. 

I need to know this! 

There are some who deny the possibility of knowing the permanence of God’s love 

because they deny that it is permanent.  They teach that God’s love is not permanent, does not 

abide; is not everlasting.  They teach that the love of God is changeable; and changeable because 

it’s conditional.  They would make a comparison between God’s love and our love, instead of a 

contrast, as I did earlier.  Their teaching is that God’s love is based on your love, God’s love is 

conditioned on your faithfulness, God’s love is dependent on your persevering in the faith of 

Jesus Christ.  And if our love does not last for Him, His love will not last for us.  If our affections 

change, His affections change.  But I know, and I know because Scripture tells me so, God’s 

love for me will never die. 

The child of God, the young person, needs to be assured of God’s love, of the 

permanence of God’s love, for him. 

When I see my own unloveliness (and oh, how I know my own unloveliness well) I need 

to be assured of the permanence of God’s love for me.  When I see my worthlessness – I am 

troubled by these kinds of thought, aren’t you?  “How in the world could God love me?  Why in 

the world would God want to love me, I’m so vile, I’m so weak, I’m so filthy, that no one (if 

they knew what I was really like) would love me?” – then I need to know the permanence of 

God’s love for me.  Then the devil assails me, and says, “God’s love is changeable; you aren’t 

worthy to be an object of the love of God; you will not remain on His list of chosen ones whom 

He’s going to take to heaven; you never were one of God’s chosen ones; you aren’t worth it.  

And then, I fall deeply into some gross sin, and it’s confirmed, “God cannot love me any longer, 

because I did such a miserable thing.”  Did you ever think that, young people?  Maybe you lied 

to your parents – not just once, not twice, but because the business got messier and messier, and 

the lies had to get better and better, more blatant and blatant, you lied a dozen times – and you 

say to yourself, “I can’t believe I ever did that.”  Maybe you committed a sin in connection with 

your dating; maybe it had to do with your own personal private life.  And then the doubts come, 

and the devil works all the harder, and your own conscience accuses you that you’ve grossly 

transgressed the commandments of God and, really, kept none of them – and if God loved you at 

one time, He loves you no longer. 

The Word of God that I bring you this evening is this:  If God loved you in the beginning; 

He will love you to the end:  God’s love lasts…and lasts, and lasts…. 
 

THIS TEACHING IS THE REFORMED FAITH 
 

I want to emphasize this to you, young people.  This is your faith.  This is the faith of the 

Protestant Reformed Churches.  This is the faith you have confessed, or in the future hope to 

confess.  This is the faith most of your parents, I trust, have confessed.  This is the faith that your 

grandparents and great grandparents, and many of our spiritual ancestors died for – the truth of 

the unchangeable character of the love of God for His people. 



Your Reformed confessions teach this.  If you remember that election is the eternal 

setting of His love upon a people, then when we read of election in the Canons of Dort, we can 

mentally substitute the Word “love” when we read election.  Canons I-9:  “This election (love) 

was not founded upon foreseen faith, and the obedience of faith, holiness, or any other good 

quality or disposition in man, as the prerequisite, cause or condition on which it depended; but 

men are chosen to faith and to the obedience of faith, holiness, etc., therefore election (love) is 

the fountain of every saving good….” (emphasis mine:  BLG).  God’s love for us is 

unchangeable because it is unconditional. 

Canons I-11: “And as God Himself is most wise, unchangeable, omniscient and 

omnipotent, so the election (love) made by Him can neither be interrupted nor changed, recalled 

or annulled; neither can the elect (those whom God loves!!) be cast away, nor their number be 

diminished.” 

That is what the PRC stands for – foursquare on this truth. 

If you love this truth, you won’t ever leave the PRC for another church that compromises 

the doctrines of salvation one iota.  If you love this truth, if you see the need for the assurance of 

your salvation, if you want to know that your God, Whose love for you means all the world to 

you, loves you forever, you will not leave the Protestant Reformed Churches. 

You won’t leave for a girlfriend or a boyfriend when they say, “But I like my church 

better than yours; I won’t go to your church.”  You won’t leave so that you can get a better job in 

an area where there isn’t a Protestant Reformed Church, or because you want to find a change of 

scenery.  You won’t leave to run away from trouble….  You will stay in the sound Reformed 

denomination that reared you, which teaches the sovereignty, the unconditionality, the 

unchangeable nature of God’s love for His people. 

I didn’t say that you may not leave.  That’s also true.  For God’s sake, for the truth of the 

gospel’s sake, and the honor of God’s Name Whose truth this is, for obedience to the Scripture 

which teaches this truth, you may not leave!!  But I didn’t say that.  I said, “If you love this truth, 

you won’t leave.  Young people, I am in dead earnest.  For the sake of your children, for the sake 

of the honor of God’s name, for the sake of your own personal assurance of salvation, you will 

remain in the sound Reformed church that guards the permanence of God’s love. 
 

THE PERMANENCE OF OUR LOVE 
 

Perhaps you say, “Well, that’s all well and good, to say that God’s love for His people is 

a permanent love.  I believe that the Bible teaches that once God loves a person, He will love 

them to the end.  My problem is this:  I don’t know if God loves me!!” 

And then I tell you, that that also is connected with the permanence of love, and now, not 

God’s love for you, but your love for God and for your neighbor.  You are able to know the love 

of God for you. 

Some deny the possibility of the assurance of God’s love, because they don’t believe it’s 

God’s will that normal church members receive it.  There is a branch of the Reformed churches 

that really teaches her young people that doubt is the normal spiritual condition for church 

members, and that really encourages their young people to live their whole life with such a doubt 

that they never can make confession of their faith and never can come to the Lord’s table for 

communion.  And they cannot, because they can never be assured of the love of God. 

That’s really a hideous denial of the purpose of God in the gospel.  God does not want 

His children to live in lifelong doubt.  The Bible does not teach that church members who 

profess to believe the truth, who profess to live a godly life, should live all their life long 



doubting whether God is their father, and whether they are God’s children in Jesus Christ.  God 

wants His people to know His love for them. 

You are able to know God’s love for you by the love that you have for each other.  Let 

me explain.  The love that you have for God and for each other is a permanent love.  True 

spiritual love, lasts forever. 

You can’t say that about the other kinds of love that are rightfully found among us.  You 

young people love your parents, I trust.  Your parents love you.  Maybe there are those of you 

who date and have said to your boyfriend or girlfriend, “I love you.”  If you marry, your husband 

or wife will love you and you will love them with a love that is deep and rich.  But that love is 

not going to last.  When you die and go to heaven, you aren’t going to love your parents as 

parents anymore. 

Our love for each other as brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ does.  When you die and go 

to heaven, the love that you have for me as a brother in Christ will still be there.  When Jesus 

comes again and makes all things new, burning up this old world with fire and creating a new 

heaven and earth, the love that I have for each one of you will still be there.  The spiritual love 

that God’s people have for each other, lasts. 

This is exactly what the apostle Paul is teaching in that passage that Redlands chose as its 

theme text.  In verses 8-13, the apostle is speaking of the ever-abiding nature of love.  Love 

never fails.  All the other spiritual gifts that the church has – legitimate gifts – fail.  But love 

abides into eternity. 

An important implication of this truth is that we must cultivate that love!  We are too 

hesitant to say, “I love you” to anyone except a family member or a boyfriend or girlfriend.  We 

will say to our parents, “I love you, Dad” or “I love you, Mom.”  We will say to that very special 

person in our lives, after a good number of dates, “I love you.”  But how ready are we willing to 

say to each other, “I love you” and mean by that, “As a brother in Jesus Christ, I love you with 

Christ’s love.”  We ought to learn to speak that way: “I tell you this because I love you as a 

brother in Christ….” 

True love for the brother, and true love for God, lasts. 
 

THAT KIND OF LOVE ASSURES ME OF GOD’S LOVE FOR ME 
 

If spiritual love lasts, and that love is in my heart, then my heart will last into eternity – I 

will not die. 

That’s Scriptural.  In John 16:27 Jesus says, “For the Father Himself loveth you because 

ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God.”  What Christ has in mind here is 

the evidence that God loves us.  What He is teaching here is the way in which the poor, 

struggling soul of the Christian can be sure that the Father loves him.  Christ certainly does not 

mean to be teaching here that God’s love for us depends on our love for Jesus and our belief in 

Jesus Christ, although our love for Jesus and our belief in Jesus are first, and only then does God 

cause His love to rest on us.  God loves us because of His own free choice, as we saw from 

Deuteronomy.  God loved us from eternity when we were still in our sins, enemies of God, 

hating Jesus.  But the Lord teaches us the way in which we can know that the Father loves us; by 

our love for Him. 

In Galatians 5:4 Paul says, “Faith worketh by love.”  What the apostle is saying here is 

that we’re saved by faith, and by faith alone.  But that faith, by which we are saved, and if we 

have which our eternal life is assured, that faith always works by love.  Love for God and love 

for the neighbor, which is the summary of the whole law.  And if you have that love for God and 

for the neighbor, you have faith. 



This, too, is the Reformed faith.  For the Heidelberg Catechism teaches that by our love, 

which is the shiniest and ripest “fruit of faith” (see Mast. 22:37-40), “every one may be assured 

in himself of his faith….” (see Lord’s Day 32).  (See also the Canons of Dort, Head V, article 

10). 

Now, most often this doesn’t come about in a formal exercise of logical reasoning from 

premise to conclusion.  It usually doesn’t happen that you sit down at the end of the day and say, 

“Well, let’s see, there was this good work in my life, and I did this today and I didn’t do that, and 

therefore, I conclude tonight before I go to bed that I am a believer and I’m saved.”  Usually it 

doesn’t go that way.  It can happen, though, like that.  It can happen for a deeply troubled child 

of God who doubts his own salvation often.  Then he’d better sit down and ask himself some 

serious questions about his relationship towards God and his neighbor. 

But usually it goes like this:  almost unconsciously, walking in the way of God’s 

commandment, we are assured of our faith and of our salvation.  And the more we love God, and 

the more we love our neighbor with the true, spiritual love of Jesus, the more we know, “I am a 

child of God.” 

If you are one who is struggling with the certainty of God’s love for you; if you even for 

a long time now have had doubts whether you are a child of God, let me ask you some questions.  

Do you love Jesus?  Do you love the Jesus set forth in Scripture?  Do you love Him in His truth 

of salvation?  “Ah,” you say, “I don’t love Him like I should; but I can’t deny that I love Him.”  

Do you believe that Jesus came into the world from God?  Do you believe that Jesus is the Son 

of God, sent by God to deliver His people from death and hell?  You say, “I don’t believe Him 

like I should, but I don’t deny Him, yes, I believe that Jesus came forth from God.” 

Do you love your brother?  Do you desire that he’s forgiven of his sins, that God works 

everything out for good for him?  “Oh,” you say, “sometimes I hate my brother and wish evil in 

his life; but then I hate myself for hating him, because I know I should love him, and I really do, 

deep down love him, even though I’m afraid to tell him that.” 

Well, young people, there you have it, from Jesus’ own lips, Who cannot lie:  The Father 

Himself loves you; the Father Himself loves you personally (John 16:27). 

Now, there is no assurance of God’s love if I cannot say, “I love the brother.”  But what a 

wonderful thing when I can feel in my heart about a brother or sister in Jesus Christ who hurt me, 

hurt me badly, did me wrong, “Although he wronged me, I still believe that he’s a brother in 

Christ, and I wish him good; I pray for him that he will repent and turn from his evil ways:  I 

love him in Jesus Christ.” 

The world can’t do that; the un-regenerated heart won’t do that; the unbeliever knows 

nothing about that, because he has no love of God in his heart.  God doesn’t love him. 

But I love my brother with the love of God in my heart.  By this in part I know that God 

loves me.  And if He loves me now, He will love me into the eons of eternity. 
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