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“Are you ready for Christmas?”  This question often conjures up visions of shopping for 

gifts, gift wrapping, decorating the house lavishly in red and green, gold and silver, baking all 

sorts of goodies, family get-togethers, concerts, programs, parties and more.  At the end one may 

be exhausted and resentful of the season.  There is nothing wrong with any of the above, but for 

the Christian there can be another way to prepare, to celebrate the advent of our Saviour, for a 

truer meaning of the season. 

Romans 14 verses 5 and 6 states “One man esteemeth one day above another:  another 

esteemeth every day alike.  Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.  He that regardeth 

the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not 

regard it.”  There are many different ways that this time of the year can be celebrated.  This 

passage states that celebration is not wrong, but must be done unto the Lord.  The purpose of this 

article is to share with you an alternate, or for some, an additional way to celebrate the Christmas 

season with the focus being on Christ. 

This celebration is advent and it begins four Sundays before Christmas Day.  This 

celebration involves devotions that cover in brief the biblical history from Genesis to Christ’s 

birth and can conclude with our waiting for Christ’s second coming.  (Advent means coming).  

This celebration can also include the ritual of candles and evergreens, the Jesse tree and keeping 

the red and green and typical holiday flurry to a minimum. 

The history of advent celebration is uncertain.  The earliest reference to it in the 

references used, occurs in AD 380 at the Council of Sargossa.  Church attendance and fasting 

were emphasized at this time. 

What does it mean to celebrate?  A celebration means to honor in a special way.  The use 

of candles, evergreens, certain colors, or a Jesse tree help children relate to the seriousness of the 

celebration.  Children are visual and kinesthetic learners.  At the end of this article is one of 

many Scripture schedules that can be used.  A few of the songs of advent are: “Hark the Glad 

Sound!  The Saviour Comes,” “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates,” “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, 

Emmanuel,” “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry,” “The King of Glory.” 

Where is our sense of joy?  Of celebration? Of deep peace? Awareness of God’s love?  

Let it be in our worship of Him!  Use the wisdom of centuries of Christian heritage and tradition.  

Begin Christmas with advent. Focus on Christ’s coming in the past, in the present, and in the 

future.  Prepare for this coming.  We, who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ should celebrate and 

teach our children to celebrate the Christian festivals. 

The following are some sources that can be used to prepare for advent.  They are not 

without fault.  Use your own judgment and creativity in preparing an advent celebration. 

 

-Our Family Shares Advent by Mary Ylvisaker Nilsen 

-The Christian Family Prepares for Christmas by Charles S. Mueller 

-Celebrate While We Wait by the Schroeder Family 

-The Jesse Tree by Raymond and Georgene Anderson 

-Family Nights by Terri and Mimi Reilly 

-Advent by Paul M. Lindberg 

-Family Celebration Around the Church Year by Mrs. Carol Myers 



-Family Worship Experiences by Carol Myers 

-Helpful Resources and Suggestions for Family Celebration by Carol Myers 

-Celebrations by Robert J. Myers (Hallmark) 

-The Banner, November 28; December 5, 12, 19, 1983 

 

Scripture schedule for Advent 1990: 

FIRST WEEK 

Sunday—In the Beginning, Genesis 1:1-2:4 

Monday—A Trust Broken, Genesis 2:8-3:24 

Tuesday—God Saves Noah, Genesis 6:1-22-7:1-24 

Wednesday—A New Beginning, Genesis 8:1-22-9:1-29 

Thursday—God Leads Abram, Genesis 12:1-20 

Friday—God’s Covenant, Genesis 18:11-33; 21:1-34 

Saturday—Come to Egypt, Genesis 24-50 

 

SECOND WEEK 

Sunday—Moses, Exodus 1-2 

Monday—Let My People Go!, Exodus 3-14 

Tuesday—Ten Commandments, Exodus 20:1-17; 24:1-3 

Wednesday—Deborah: Brave Judge, Judges 4 

Thursday—Israel’s Last Judge, I Samuel 1-7 

Friday—Samuel Anoints Saul, I Samuel 8-16 

 Saturday—The Story of Ruth, Ruth 

 

THIRD WEEK 

Sunday—David is Chosen, I Samuel 16 

Monday—A Promise to David, II Samuel 

Tuesday—David’s Songs, Psalm 18:1-3; Psalm 132:10-12, 17 

Wednesday—God Sends Prophets, I Kings 

Thursday—Elijah the Prophet, I & II Kings 

Friday—A Messenger of Hope, Micah 

Saturday—Josiah & Jeremiah, II Chronicles 34-35; Jeremiah 7:1-15; 23:5-6; 31:31-34 

 

FOURTH WEEK 

Sunday—The King to Come, Isaiah 40:10-11; 42:6; 43:19; 52:13-14; 53:4, 12 

Monday—Return to Jerusalem, Daniel 3; Ezra 1:1-3, 7; Zechariah 9:9-10 

Tuesday—Christ’s Birth, Luke 2 
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