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Today we should finish our study of Solomon’s introduction to his sermon by finishing 

Chapter 1.  As you recall from last time, Chapter 1:2-11introduced the theme of the book, “All 

labor is useless apart from God.”  Now in verses 12-18, the end, he explains how it is that he 

came to preach this sermon. 

This really should not seem surprising as a way of introduction, should it?  Many 

ministers begin their sermons still today by explaining why they choose to preach a particular 

sermon.  Many books, also, have a prologue in which the author explains how it is that he came 

to write that particular book.  And Solomon also chose to explain ahead of time why he is 

preaching this particular sermon. 

As we look through his explanation of why he preached this sermon, notice that one 

common thread runs through his explanation.  He does not merely consider this to be one sermon 

among many others; rather, he considers this to be the fundamental sermon which God’s people 

need to hear!  It is a basic sermon, something which involves all men. 

Notice, too, that although he is searching throughout all the world among all mankind for 

their false solutions to the value of work, he is addressing only God’s people in his sermon.  He 

is speaking as the “king in Jerusalem” to the Israelites, God’s people.  It is they who need to 

realize that the godly answer to life’s problems is not a weird answer, but rather the only answer.  

The world, too, may listen to the sermon, but, unless God calls them to become also His people, 

they will reject the message and continue a vain search for meaning in philosophy after 

philosophy throughout all of history.  They cannot hear this Word of the Preacher. 

Let’s look now at why Solomon chose to preach this sermon.  He makes six points 

explaining how it is that he is preaching what he is preaching. 

Point 1 (verse 12):  He is KING in Israel.  He isn’t here merely repeating who it is that is 

writing the book.  Rather, he is implying that because he is king, he has a position of leadership 

and responsibility for this people of God.  He is RESPONSIBLE for Israel and he takes this 

responsibility seriously.  As king, he also possesses the power and ability to carry out this search, 

which most people would not have had the ability to do. 

Point 2 (verse 13a):  He has made a study to find out the underlying principle which rules 

all that is done on this earth.  That’s an important study, to be sure!  He doesn’t merely look for a 

definition underlying all philosophy or artwork or just government or just agriculture or other 

occupations, but he wants to find the governing principle behind all things done on earth. 

Point 3 (verse 13b):  He considers this to be his CALLING.  It is the calling not only of 

him, not only of God’s people, but of everyone, actually, head for head.  If it is our calling, we 

must do it, right?!  And Solomon is helping God’s people to carry out this calling which 

everyone has and which is his also. 

Point 4 (verses 14-15):  How many men can honestly say that they have seen samples of 

“all the works that are done under the sun?”  Probably none!  Yet God had promised—and He 

kept His promise—to give Solomon more wisdom than anyone before or after him…and that 

wisdom was exactly to understand all things that happen on this earth in their ethical essence.  So 

Solomon had exceptional contacts with men from around the world in all stations of life, 

equipping him uniquely for this task. 



Point 5 (verse 16):  Not only did Solomon have exceptional overview of the activities of 

people around the world, but he also had exceptional experiences of personal achievement.  He 

had not been a “jack of all trades, master of none” but had rather been a MASTER of all trades!  

As king, no earthly king excelled him.  No one was richer than he was.  No one had finer gardens 

and orchards.  No one had more and better horses.  No one had finer fields and foods.  His 

servants were dedicated and hardworking, already second generation.  He had the finest 

musicians anywhere.  He had unexcelled wisdom. 

His personal achievements qualified him for this important task of evaluating the value of 

labor. 

Point 6 (verses 17-18):  Apparently, one more thing prompted him to search for the 

underlying meaning of things, and this was that he realized that people often had misconceptions 

of things.  Some people thought that an increase in wisdom would give joy…but Solomon had 

learned that “in much wisdom is much grief.”  Other people forsook wisdom and sought joy 

through “madness and folly,” that is, living for pleasure and sin.  Solomon had to show people 

that these misconceptions were all wrong and that meaning in life was not to be found in certain 

positions in life, not in certain studies, not in intellect or riches (or the lack of them), but rather in 

Godliness, which transcends all else. 

These six reasons given by Solomon should also show us why it is important to study this 

book.  Like Israel of the Old Testament, it is our calling to fight to keep all things in perspective 

(a difficult job!).  We, too, need to understand that it is not certain abilities which can give us 

meaning in life, nor certain positions in life which can make life enjoyable, but that all things in 

life apart from God are meaningless.  But if we patiently submit to God then true blessedness can 

be found anywhere, in any station in life and under any circumstances. 

Our prayer, as we study this book and always, must be that God give us the grace to 

submit to His rule and to know that He works all things for our good.  May we not murmur at our 

situation in life, but submit to His wise rule of all things for our blessing as His children!  God 

does give us His blessing for we are His children in Christ Jesus and so all our work on this life 

is meaningful.  Our work is blessed and will last forever! 

 

Questions: 

1.  Many commentaries make these verses the first section of Solomon’s experiences, 

going with chapter two. 

 (a) Can you give arguments in favor of doing this? 

(b) Can you give arguments to support making this Part of the INTRODUCTION, 

Solomon showing why he wrote the book? 

2.  How important does Solomon consider his “sermon” or book to be?  Show this from 

the verses themselves. 

3.  Name the six reasons why Solomon wrote this book. 
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