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We as God’s people are living in a physical land of Canaan, a land flowing with milk and 

honey; a land where nearly every desire can be serviced.  Satan is working as hard as ever, and 

his temptations especially catch the attention of our generation.  He dangles the movie before our 

eyes, prods us on with our peers, and astounds us with the power and thrill of rock music.  He is 

trying to draw us away from our refuge, the Word of God, the church, and her doctrine so that he 

may crush our very foundation of doctrine and truth. 

This is no trivial matter.  We find our time spent trying to justify just one movie, a little 

rock music, and it’s only a stage of life.  We soon lose our bearing and can no longer find a 

foothold because we have forgotten what we were fighting for.  We forget our deliverance in the 

Reformation.  We forget God’s guidance of His church in the wilderness of trials.  We forget 

what sets us apart from the world and the apostate church. 

As young people we have a tendency to draw a contrast between the Bible times and our 

modern day.  Higher education tends to glory in the wisdom and knowledge of man.  We 

imagine somehow that the examples God gives us of man’s falling in sin, and warnings do not 

apply in this modern day and age. 

The fact remains, we are no different from the Israelites. 

We may think it absurd when they imagined that they did right when they made a golden 

calf to lead them.  How foolish, we imagine, can people be to worship stone and wood.  How 

shocking it is to us when we read that God smote Uzza for the seeming good deed of steadying 

the ark. 

Do not be fooled when the golden calf takes the form of “Christian” rock.  Know the 

dangers of our modern wood and stone in the form of cars, stereos, computers, etc.  Be careful 

when you say, “It’s no big deal!”  Evil today is wrapped in packages so terribly subtle and 

tempting to us.  How can we withstand? 

The devil is quietly and carefully undermining the road ahead, the future generation.  He 

is careful not to go too fast lest the parents become alarmed.  Yet, he is steady and covers the 

progress carefully.  Now and then the cover slips and we catch a glimpse of the treachery, but we 

are too busy to bother with it and put up our own little blind. 

Don’t be quiet!  Don’t be afraid of your peers!  Tear down the blind despite the threats of 

those opposed to the church, and reveal the monstrous work of the devil!  We must be able to see 

before we can destroy.  Fight!  For the battle is the Lord’s!  We need not be afraid or despair.  

God has filled the Old Testament with examples of His fighting for the Israelites. 

God is our only refuge and strength.  By nature we are all prone to desire that which is 

evil.  Prayer is our primary defense.  We have the advantage of being able to read in God’s Word 

of the sins of God’s people and the consequences.  Pray that God will reveal the comparison as 

you read God’s Word. 

Pray to God that you will be given the strength to flee temptation when it appears.  Pray 

that God will give you a desire to read His Word and listen to the preaching and instruction.  

Pray that God will give knowledge and wisdom to use the weapons of His Word against the 

wiles of the devil. 

Pray to God that our eyes may be opened, that we may see how great our danger is, and 

that we may know the blinding, deafening, and intoxication effect of our society. 



Only when we humbly pray can we see our sinful straying from the path.  Only when the 

Word of God is preached can we see God’s guiding hand.  Only when sound doctrine is 

maintained can we see the difference between the true and apostate church. 

As the future generation of the church, we must flee from the things of the world so that 

the Word may be preached.  We must fight so that the doctrine set forth in the Bible will be 

maintained. 

Study God’s Word, listen in church and catechism, and notice the faithfulness of God in 

His promise.  He promised a Savior to Adam and Eve, delivered Noah and his family from 

wickedness and the destroying flood, brought Israel from bondage in Egypt, preserved a remnant 

in Israel, and sent His Son to die for our sins.  God continues to gather His people from the far 

corners of the world and has purged His church in the Protestant Reformation and our split in 

1924.  What we believe is nothing new.  Nor is it too old.  What we believe is of great value! 

Stand strong in faith, knowing that God will never forsake His church.  Pray to God for 

deliverance from temptation that we forget not God’s faithfulness, nor the doctrinal truths for 

which our church stands. 
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