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(The outline given below is the combined effort of Pastors Charles Terpstra and Ronald 

Van Overloop.  It was used on the occasion of the 1989 Fall Retreat.  It is believed that the 

subject is one which is always current, and that the form of an outline would serve well for 

beneficial discussion, whether by young or older adults. 

There are three parts.  The first approaches the subject of Learning God’s will generally.  

Many of the thoughts in this section are taken from others, mostly from Sinclair Ferguson’s 

book, Discovering God’s Will.  The reader is urged to purchase this excellent book for further 

instruction and edification. 

The second and third sections of the outline apply the learning of God’s will to specific 

areas of life, first to the subject of dating and marriage, and the second to the subject of one’s 

vocation.) 

 

General Principles 

 

I.  God has a plan for our lives and He has promised to guide us. 

 A.  All the details of our lives, including our mates for marriage (or lack of one) and our 

vocations, have been determined by God in His perfectly wise counsel, and these plans are 

worked out for us by His marvelous providence. 

1.  If “the very hairs of your head are numbered” (Matt. 10:29, 30) and if God “worketh 

all things after the counsel of His own will” (Eph. 1:11), then we can confess “Thou shalt 

guide me by Thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory” (Psalm 73:24).  Also Psalm 

23; 25:8, 9, 12. 

2.  It is God’s promise that He will guide us. 

a. Psalm 32:8: “I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go.”  

Also Psalm 48:14; Isa. 42:16; 58:11. 

 b. One of the roles of Scripture is to guide us. 

1) “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” (II Tim. 3:16, 17) 

  2) “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” (Ps. 119:105) 

c. And one of the roles of the Holy Spirit indwelling us is to guide us.  “Ye have an 

unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things…the same anointing teacheth you 

of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in 

Him.” John 2:20, 27) 

 B.  Within and under this will of God we are called to live consciously and intelligently, 

making judgments and choosing one course of life over another. 

1.  God made us rational, moral creatures, who think, will and act.  As such we can and 

must discover God’s will for our lives and act accordingly. 

2. “Teach me good judgment and knowledge” (Psalm 119:66); “Teach me to do Thy will” 

(Psalm 143:10); “be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is” (Eph. 

5:17); “that ye may prove what is that good and acceptable, and perfect will of God” “be 

not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Rom. 

12:1, 2). 



C.  The chief end of our lives, including our dating (marriages) and the choosing of our 

vocation, is to glorify God. 

1.  This is the purpose for which God has created us and it is the purpose of His saving us.  

“That we should be to the praise of His glory” and “to the praise of the glory of His grace” 

(Eph. 1:6, 12, 13); “That ye should shew forth the praises of Him Who called you out of 

darkness into His marvelous light” (I Peter 2:9); also Isa. 43:7, 21. 

2.  This implies that the basic question for us to face in pursuing any course of action is:  

Will this choice and course of life serve to further God’s glory (I Cor. 10:31)? 

 

II.  How can we learn God’s will for us?  How does God guide us? 

 A.  There are some basic errors, of which we must be made aware. 

1.  That God guides essentially via inward prompting apart from the written Word.  (E.g. 

“just knowing” that something is God’s will because of a feeling in the pit of one’s 

stomach, or something equally ridiculous). 

2.  That God’s will can be learned by a direct application of a Bible verse.  (E.g. a 

minister determines God’s will concerning a call by letting his Bible fall open and 

letting his finger fall on the opened page with his eyes closed). 

3.  That God’s will can be learned from an event of providence that opens doors or 

closes them.  (E.g. knowing it is God’s will to move simply because an adequate home 

is found in a new location). 

 B.  The fundamental mode by which our rational Lord guides His redeemed rational 

creatures is by means of a rational understanding and application of the current thought of the 

Scriptures. 

1.  It is the pressure on our conscience of Scripture’s portrayal of God’s character and 

will, which the Spirit uses to enlighten us. 

 a. The true way to honor the Holy Spirit as our guide is to honor the Scriptures 

through which He guides us. 

 b. The Holy Spirit’s prompting must always be checked by the Word. 

2.  The main and most frequent guide God gives us is the Ten Commandments. 

3.  Therefore, being “led by the Spirit” (Rom. 8:14) is not inward voices and certain 

emotions or experiences, but a conscious mortifying of sin and living for God’s glory. 

C.  The HOW of God’s guidance. 

1.  The Christian knows God’s will by learning from the Scriptures, the character of the 

God as well as the commands of the God revealed in the Scriptures. 

2.  The Christian comes to submit to God’s will through the means of prayer. 

 a. Having searched the Word and ourselves concerning a matter we lay it before the 

Lord in prayer.  Learn to pray these prayers with David, “Teach me to do Thy will,” 

“Lead me in Thy truth, and teach me,” “Teach me Thy way, O LORD, and lead me in a 

plain path” (Psalm 143:10; 25:5; 27:22). 

 b. Ultimately, our prayer is “Thy will be done.”  Matt. 6:10; 26:39, 42; James 4:13-

15. 

3.  The Christian can find God’s will only while walking in obedience, living a Christian 

life-style, walking in love, light and wisdom.  Rom. 12:1, 2; Eph. 5:3-17. 

 

III.  Common pitfalls in learning God’s will. 



A.  Unwillingness to think.  It is false piety to follow inward feelings and impressions 

without a rational basis.  Be on your guard concerning how you “feel”. 

B.  Unwillingness to think long term, considering the implications of our decisions. 

C.  Unwillingness to take advice (Prov. 12:15).  Often others (usually our parents) know 

the Bible and us better than we know ourselves.  Even if we cannot accept their advice in 

the end, only good can come to us from carefully weighing what they say. 

D.  Unwillingness to suspect ourselves.  Feelings of well-being, especially, can be mistaken 

as guidance, can silence the conscience and inhibit critical thinking. 

E.  Unwillingness to wait, if in doubt. 

F.  Unwillingness to realize that right guidance does not mean a trouble-free course.  

Trouble can be opportunities to check the original guidance and to consider our way.  

Trouble is not necessarily a sign of being off track, for God often chastens us.  Also, God 

demands self-denial of His disciples. 

 

IV.  Hence, the Christian must be guided by various principles of conduct, put in the form of 

six questions based on I Cor. 6:9-11. 

A.  Is it lawful? 

B.  Is it beneficial for me spiritually? 

C.  Is it enslaving?  Some things are legitimate, but have the capability of controlling me. 

D.  Is it consistent with Christ’s Lordship (I Cor. 10:31; 6:19, 20; 7:23). 

E.  Is it helpful to others or does it make them stumble? 

F.  Is it consistent with Biblical example (I Cor. 11:1)? 
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