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In August there will be a 50th Anniversary.  Whose anniversary you ask?  Why, none 

other than the 50th Anniversary of the Annual Protestant Reformed Young People’s Convention 

to be held at Hope Protestant Reformed Church, 1307 East Brockton Ave., Redlands, California 

92374, from August 6-10.  The purpose of the convention is to provide you opportunity for 

Christian fellowship and to exercise yourself spiritually by listening to the speeches and 

participating in the discussion groups and devotions.  Not only do you get to meet other Christian 

young people, but you also get to have a great time.  Redlands Young People’s Society is 

providing you many exciting activities, such as a roller skating party on Monday, activities at U 

of R, speeches, ice cream social, beach outing, Olympic activities, a banquet and a farewell 

breakfast. 

By now you have returned your registration form way before the June 1 deadline.  Right?  

You haven’t!  Well, hurry up and join the crowd.  For those of you taking to the skies from the 

Grand Rapids area, you can contact Jay Kalsbeek 616-531-6553 or Dale Vink 616-538-2062 for 

more information.  The more of you that do decide to go by airplane the better it is for all you air 

travelers. 

In our next issue, we plan to have the outlines for the discussion groups that will take 

place during the convention. 
 

****** 
 

As stated in the last issue of “Ecclesiastes” a good outline of a book of the Bible is often 

the key to keeping the main thought of the book in perspective.  In this issue you will find that 

very helpful outline “Ecclesiastes:  The Preacher’s Sermon.”  I goofed in two ways, by not 

including the outline with the last issue or in not telling you that the outline would be in this 

issue.  I apologize for any mental confusion this has caused you.  Mrs. Carol Brands has 

developed the main theme of Ecclesiastes in the form of a question, “Is there meaning in labor or 

life?” 

The quote from Charles Wesley is from a series of outlines written by Pastors Charles 

Terpstra and Ronald Van Overloop.  These outlines were used on the occasion of the 1989 Fall 

Retreat which had a main theme of “Learning God’s Will.”  The outlines cover three thoughts:  

the general principles for learning God’s will, learning God’s will in dating and marriage, and 

learning God’s will in your vocation.  These are current subjects and the form of an outline will 

serve for beneficial discussion, whether by young or older adults.  Many of the thoughts in the 

first section are taken from other people and mostly from Sinclair Ferguson’s book, Discovering 

God’s Will.  If you use these outlines you are urged to purchase this excellent book for further 

instruction and edification.  The first outline will be followed by the next two outlines in the next 

two issues. 

Recent events in the Grand Rapids area in the sudden death of Renae Noorman, age 3 and 

Katie Brummel, age 5 months, are divine instructions in the preciseness of God’s plan for our 

lives.  God has numbered our days on earth and marked them out with gracious care.  Be 

thankful, therefore, that our heavenly Father has furthered our lives that we may serve Him as 

young people who are His friend-servants now.  And if He should end our earthly life today, 

know that He will bring us to our heavenly home to see our Lord Jesus Christ. 



Lori Bouwkamp is our new News Editor.  The bulletin clerks of our churches are 

reminded to send their church bulletins to Lori at the address under her name which is given on 

the inside cover of this issue.  Her May news was actually her April news, but was not put in that 

issue.  Thanks, Lori, for keeping us informed as to what is happening in our churches.  Your 

faithfulness in attending our meetings is also appreciated. 

Rev. Ron Cammenga writes, 

“Dear Dave, Enclosed is a paper written by Marla Van Baren, a member of our Loveland 

congregation and a sophomore at Hope College in Holland, MI.  I thought the paper might be 

worthy of publication in the “Beacon Lights.”” 

  You were right, Rev. Cammenga, Marla’s paper is worthy of publication in our 

magazine.  “Deceived by the Light of Darkness” defines what a cult is, gives several examples of 

present day cults, and tells why America’s searching youth are deceived by the light of darkness.  

The works cited will provide further reading on this relevant-to-today topic for those of you who 

wish to study the devilish cults of today. 

As an editor and a member of the Protestant Reformed Churches, I am thankful that there 

are many spiritually strong youth in our churches who know the deceit of the world and who 

resist the ungodly practices of the world.  May they serve as encouragement to those youth who 

are easily lured into the ways of the world by the deceit of Satan. 

How well is your young people’s society attended?  In this issue you will find a letter 

written to the secretary of The Federation Board.  The letter is real and is not meant as a boast by 

one young people’s society.  The letter is meant to encourage all of the youth to attend their 

young people’s societies which are a blessing from God to you. 

“Living becomes an awesome business when you realize that you spend every moment of 

your life in the sight and company of an omniscient, omnipresent Creator.”  J.I. Packer, 

Knowing God, Shirley Gunnink, from Byron Center Protestant Reformed Church sent me 

Packer’s “tidbit.”  Shirley likes the tidbits that are interspersed throughout the pages of the 

“Beacon Lights.”  We can thank our typesetter Jim Van Overloop for providing these 

instructional quotes for us.  Other readers have voiced thanks for these quotes and, like Shirley, 

have also found the new cover to be sharp.  The staff appreciates these encouraging comments. 

The steady flow of articles sent in by you for publication is a good indication that not 

only is the “Beacon Lights” read by many, but also is supported by many who desire to 

contribute their sanctified written thoughts to the benefit of others.  One of the joys we have as 

God’s people is to have Christian fellowship through writing.  Putting down sanctified thoughts 

on paper for others to read is not being proud, but is using a means of communication that our 

God has provided for us so that we may experience His blessings upon our lives.  May many 

more of you take up the pen and write for the cause of His Kingdom.  We thank God for your 

writings that He has provided us. 
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