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Dear Mr. Engelsma: 

For the past few weeks I have seriously been considering moving away from home.  I 

have the desire to try living on my own, making my own decisions, paying the bills, etc. 

I have been out of high school for 2 years.  My job makes me happy, and my family is 

great for me in many ways. 

I have approached my parents about this decision, only to find they were strongly against 

it. 

Through much thought and prayer, I feel the Lord has led me to lead a life apart from my 

family.  But still through this decision, I have a guilty feeling going against my parents and 

family. 

I would appreciate it very much if you could give me your thoughts on this situation. 

-Anonymous 

 

 

Dear Miss/Mr. Anonymous, 

Thank you for your letter.  Be assured that to establish a home, a place of our own, is a 

natural and normal desire.  And this can easily be discerned even in the play areas of our very 

young children.  I can myself remember as a teenager having similar thoughts, as the saying 

goes—to make it on my own. 

God Himself calls a man and woman to leave father and mother when they enter the 

marriage state.  And then establishing a home is most readily accomplished by living in a 

separate dwelling place.  The problems and difficulties arise when faced with the question of 

what actually should occasion the reason for any other move. 

At first reading of you letter, I was ready to say that you have answered your own 

question when you state that “I feel the Lord has led me to live a life apart from my family.”  If 

the Lord leads you to do this, you have no other choice.  But then you write you also have a 

“guilty feeling” going against your family.  It shouldn’t be both, that is, God leading you and you 

having a guilty feeling. 

You do not indicate why your parents are opposed to your leaving their home.  If they are 

anxious about your spiritual welfare, they are to be commended.  This should be the innate desire 

of all Christian parents who are faced with decisions such as this, concerning their covenant 

children.  Parents should also be concerned about the physical safety of their children who leave 

home, for we live in a violent and dangerous world that is filled with sin and corruption. 

With respect to those who move from home to seek employment and/or marriage partners 

and determine to settle in an area where a Protestant Reformed congregation is located, we 

extend to them our blessing.  Not a few have done this to their joy and contentment. 

But we have also observed and have worked with young people who have left their 

homes solely to escape the godly supervision of their parents.  Such action is always in violation 

of the fifth commandment to “honor thy father and mother,” and is disobedient to the instruction 

found in Ephesians 6:1, 2.  To leave home for this reason is sinful rebellion and since it does not 

have God’s blessing, there have been disastrous consequences. 



There can be existing abnormal circumstances in a home that discourage and even 

prohibit growth in sanctified living.  In such a case I could advise one to seek other living 

quarters. 

One other factor that has some bearing on your decision is your age.  You have been out 

of high school only two short years and perhaps this is your first full-time job.  Are you mature 

enough at this young age to handle all the temptations and responsibilities in living on your own? 

So, to conclude our answer, dear Miss/Mr., my advice comes down to this.  Be sure that it 

is really God’s will that you live apart from your family.  Obedience to Him is better than 

sacrifice. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 Dewey Engelsma 
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