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Nineteen years after the turn of the century an investigation began into the teachings of 

Prof. Ralph Janssen, professor of Old Testament in Calvin Theological Seminary.  What were 

some of his teachings?  To find out the answer to this question read “The History of the Case,” 

chapter 1 of the Janssen case by Prof. H. Hanko.  You will look forward to each issue of this 

series as Prof. Hanko writes clearly about this important history. 

Have you ever caught yourself profaning or using God’s name irreverently?  Rev. 

Harbach ends his series on “God’s Controversy with Israel” by warning us to avoid profane 

swearing.  In addition, he also shows us the identifying marks of apostate teachers so that we are 

cautioned from becoming apostate in our daily lives.  Although this is the last article for this 

series, we hope that Rev. Harbach will be able D.V. to provide us with more spiritual 

encouragement from his ready pen. 

In this issue you will also find Rev. B. Gritters’ convention speech, “Contentment and 

Self Denial.”  If you remember that speech you will recall that Rev. Gritters asked many 

questions.  “Did you ever change your mind ‘half a dozen’ times about whether you were going 

to go to the party with the friends?”  “Isn’t that incentive for you; the knowledge you need to be 

content in your self-denial?”  These questions and many others are answered in a striking way.  

Rev. Gritters shows us how to be content in a life of self-denial. 

Mr. Dewey Engelsma of Hope Church in Walker answers the first question proposed to 

him which deals with a young person moving away from home.  We welcome Mr. Engelsma to 

the pages of the Beacon Lights and look forward to reading his answers to important questions.  

Mr. Engelsma needs you to ask him questions about any situation in life that you would like an 

answer to.  Send your questions to the editor or the Mr. Engelsma.  We look forward to hearing 

from you. 

What is the theme of Ecclesiastes?  Your memory is a little fuzzy on that question?  Well 

then, read Letter # 2:  The Idea of Ecclesiastes,” by Mrs. Carol Brands to find out the answer.  

Carol continues her second letter to a young friend as they begin the study of the book of 

Ecclesiastes. 

We appreciate poems that you may wish to send to us that are spiritually encouraging to 

young people.  An excellent example of this type of poem comes from a sixteen-year-old from 

Burnie, Tasmania.  Colin Bosveld writes about the Bible in, “The Wonder of the Book.”  

“…Though men have tried this Book to burn.  Its pages still endure…..”  We thank you, Colin, 

for an excellent poem on God’s unchanging Word and hope that you will continue to provide us 

with your Christian writings. 

Joan Buiter, who not only has provided us with this issue’s news, has been taking on the 

responsibilities of secretary as we look for a new one.  Her fellow staff members thank her for 

doing two jobs at once, no easy task when you consider all of the work that is involved in being a 

secretary and in writing the news.  She has made our staff meetings profitable by her faithful 

labor. 

We welcome Roger Gritters as an associate editor.  Roger is a member of our Redlands, 

California congregation.  That means we have four associate editors, Mr. John Faber (Gramps), 

Bruce Miedema, Rich Peterson and Roger Gritters.  We need other writers and pray that more of 

you will be willing to write for our young people’s magazine. 
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