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 The Book A Land I Will Show Thee written by Marian M. Schoolland is a great piece of 

literature.  This book not only tells of the romance of a young couple, but it also informs the 

reader of how God in His faithfulness brought His people to America. 

 During the mid-1800’s this story takes place.  The main setting of this story is the 

wilderness of Western Michigan which is known today as the city of Holland.  A pastor brought 

his congregation across the ocean to this place because of the religious and economic difficulty 

that they were experiencing in their homeland. 

 Although the main setting of this story is Holland, Michigan, the beginning of this story 

takes place in the Netherlands.  The government sought to take control of the churches.  Because 

of this the pastor and his congregation met to form a colony which would travel to America. 

 With determination and trust in God, these people made plans for their journey to 

America.  They couldn’t all travel together so the colony was divided in two.  The second part 

left a short time after the first part left. 

 Once they got to Michigan, each family had to find lodging while houses were in the 

process of being built.  It took six months of hard work before the colony came together.  During 

these months the land had to be cleared and houses had to be built. 

 Just like so many other people who came to American to begin new lives, these people 

faced hardships.  They experienced drought, sickness, and even death.  Through all of this these 

people were closely knit together through their love for each other and their love for their 

Heavenly Father. 

 Although some grew discouraged and found their way back to their homeland, more 

families and individuals from the Netherlands made their way to Holland.  In no time this 

settlement grew into a city.  This was the result of God’s blessing upon His people. 

 There are three main characters in this book.  The first of these main characters is 

Domine Albertus Van Raalte who is the pastor who led his congregation to America and set up 

this settlement.  Anton Berghuis, the second main character, is a young man who came to 

America with his family and eventually married.  Anna Faber, the third main character, came to 

America because of her love for Anton. 

 Having read this book, I must say that it is an excellent book.  In comparison to another 

book which I have read, this book is better.  My reason for saying this is that throughout this 

book I could tell that these people always had faith in God.  Even in difficult times their faith 

was evident. 

 Not only is it evident that these people had faith in God, but it is also clear that God was 

faithful to His people.  If God hadn’t been faithful, all of the work of building the settlement 

would have been in vain.  There is an important lesson in this for us as young people.  We must 

realize that without the faithfulness of God, all we do is in vain. 

 Finally, I would like to say that this is a very good book for young people to read.  It is an 

excellent book for anyone who would like to know what our ancestors experienced when they 

came to America.  I’m sure that many of you would like to read this book. 
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