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 The sway of Christ as King, according to David’s description, is like “clear shining after 

rain,” whereby the tender grass is made to spring out of the earth.  So have we often seen it.  

After a heavy shower of rain, or after a continued rainy season, when the sun shines, there is a 

delightful clearness and freshness in the air that we seldom perceive at other times.  Perhaps the 

brightest weather is just when the rain has ceased, when the wind has drifted away the clouds, 

and the sun peers forth from his chambers to gladden the earth with his smiles.  And thus is it 

with the Christian’s exercised heart.  Sorrow does not last forever.  After the pelting rain of 

adversity comes ever and anon the clear shining.  Tried believer, consider this.  After all your 

afflictions there remains a rest for the people of God.  There is a clear shining coming to your 

soul when all this rain is past.  When your time of rebuke is over and gone, it shall be to you as 

the earth when the tempest has sobbed itself to sleep, when the clouds have rent themselves to 

rags, and the sun peers forth once more as a bridegroom in his glorious array.  To this end, 

sorrow cooperates with the bliss that follows it, like rain and sunshine, to bring forth the tender 

blade.  The tribulation and the consolation work together for our good.  “As the sufferings of 

Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ.” The clear shining after rain 

produces an atmosphere that refreshes herbs and cereals: and the joy of the Lord, after seasons of 

sorrow, makes the soul fruitful.  Thus we grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ. 
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