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Romans 6:1-13 

 
 Pastor:  For this lesson today, Charles, have you read the assigned passage (above) both 

in the King James Bible and in the New King James Bible? 

 Catechumen:  Yes, I have and I’ve also memorized the definition you gave of 

“incorporation.” The dictionary says, “Incorporation is the act of uniting one body to another so 

as to form one body.”  Therefore, incorporation is the divine act of uniting the church to Christ, 

so making it bone of His bone and flesh of His flesh. 

 Pastor:  How further do you explain incorporation? 

 C:  God in His eternal purpose set the Church objectively and positionally in union with 

Christ its head through the substitutionary work of Christ in all His redemptive acts which He 

accomplished representatively as Head of the Church, and Savior of the Body of Christ.  

Ephesians 5:23b, c. 

 P.  We then look at Incorporation into Christ from what Predestinarian viewpoint? 

 C:  From the Supralapsarian viewpoint, which teaches that Christ is the Head of a 

glorified, unfallen mass—His church, and that the means He takes in realizing His purpose of a 

glorified church is in becoming the Savior of the Body of Christ in the way of sin and grace. 

 P:  What are these redemptive acts of Christ? 

 C:  His crucifixion, His death, His burial, His resurrection, His session at the right hand 

of God, His eternal reign. 

 P:  Can you give the Scripture texts, in the New King James Bible, for these 

representative redemptive acts? 

 C:  Yes, I can: Gal. 2:20, NKJB, “I have been crucified with Christ…” Rom. 6:5, NKJB, 

“…we have been united together in the likeness of His death.” 6:8, NKJB, “we died with 

Christ…” See also Col. 2:20; 3:3; 2 Cor. 5:14; 6:4, NKJB, “…we were buried with Him…” Eph. 

2:4, 5, 6, NKJB, “God…made us alive together with Christ…and raised us up together, and 

made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.”  Col. 3:1, NKJB, “…you were raised 

with Christ…”; 2 Tim. 2:11-12, NKJB, “we died with Him, we shall also live with Him.” Rev. 

5:10, NKJB, “we also reign with Him.” 

 P:  Why do we consider all these passages in the NKJB? 

 C:  Because we notice in these places of Scripture, by this NKJB, how that the original 

Greek New Testament informs us as to when these substitutional, representative corporative acts 

and positional emplacements occurred.  For example, “we died with Christ” (Rom. 6:8) when He 

died on the cross.  This is the church’s co-dying with Christ. 

 P:  Excellent, Charles! 

 C:  Could you explain this a bit further, Reverend? 

 P:  Certainly.  Incorporation in Christ is already a settled legal fact, the fact of the 

Church’s objective position before God.  It is not a subjective condition into which the believer 

may enter by faith, but is an objective position into which he with the whole church body 

corporate has been placed in God’s eternal decree: Acts 15:18.  Here in Romans 6, the act of 

faith does not enter into the picture until 6:11, “Reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto 

sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 



 Notice that at Rom. 6:3 we do not read that when we are baptized into Christ Jesus, we 

are baptized into His death, but, KJV, “…as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into His death.”  This is not only the way it reads in the KJV, but also exactly how it 

reads in the Greek New Testament text.  Only, the NKJB puts the entire passage in literal 

conformity to the original Greek. 

 Notice further, in this Romans 6 passage there is no symbolical baptism, no ritual 

baptism, but only the real baptism—“through the baptism in the death” (Greek).  The baptism is 

the real baptism, which takes place “in the death,” the death of the Cross.  What we have here, 

then is objective, corporate baptism, not individual baptism, and certainly not at the same time 

the figure of facts and the figure of a figure.  There is no portrayal of this positional truth by 

ritual acted out or represented in visible form. 

 In Rom. 6:1-10 we have not exhortation, such as to crucify the flesh and live a new and 

holy life.  What we have is settled legal fact stated.  Then on the basis of the settled fact stated 

we have, at v. 11, the exhortation, “reckon.” This means “count it all to be so,” “see yourself as 

God sees you,” say the same thing God says of you and of the whole church corporately, and 

then go on to live accordingly, v. 12-14. 

 The same thinking applies to Col. 3:3, NKJB, “For ye died…” that is, ye died with 

Christ, when He died; ye died in Christ.  Ye died to all out of Christ.  Ye died to all against 

Christ.  When the Apostle writes this to the Colossians he takes it for granted that the Colossians 

have so died.  For this is their position in Christ.  Since God has set His church corporately in 

these positions with Christ in these redemptive, representative acts they are the reality apart from 

any symbolical act individually experienced.  Forget the latter since it blinds to what Paul is 

saying, “Ye died with Christ!” Reckon that to be so.  Account it to be so that “we died with 

Christ.” Then in your own experience, when tempted to yield to the lusts of the flesh, say, No, 

sin shall not have dominion over me: I died to all that way of life! 

 In fact, if you are a Christian growing in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ you will be so spiritually sensitive to sin and the exceeding sinfulness of sin 

that when you are confronted with the shocking question, “Shall we continue in sin that grace 

may abound?” your soul will grieve at the very thought of doing so!  To continue in sin, after 

having been delivered from the penalty of sin, and while being delivered from the power of sin, 

is for the Christian with tender conscience unthinkable.  What?  Remain in sin, that is, live upon 

sin as a vulture lives upon carrion?  “God forbid!”  Be it not so!  Don’t let it happen!  “How shall 

we who have the status of a perfect, objective sanctification fail to live in the subjective 

sanctification of a new and holy life? 

 Now consider Rom. 6:7, translated literally, “For He who has died has been justified 

from sin.”  The personal pronoun should be capitalized “He.”  It is not we who have died, not 

believers, not the elect, but He, Christ.  “For the death that He died, He died to sin once for 

all…” (v. 10, NKJB).  “Knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more.  

Death no longer has dominion over Him” (v. 9, NKJB).  By His death He has been justified 

(declared righteous) from sin.  Being the Sin-bearer, sin had a claim on Him.  But not only 

having died for sin, but also having died to sin, sin no longer has any claim upon Him.  “For He 

who has died has been freed from sin.” 

 In our incorporation into Christ there is an identification with Christ of the Church of all 

ages, as it has been united together with Him in the likeness of His death (which is crucifixion), 

and united together with Him in the likeness of His resurrection (which is the walking about in 

newness of life with Him), v. 4-5. 



 “Knowing this that our old man was crucified with Him, (when He was crucified) that the 

body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.”  v. 6, NKJB.  

“Knowing this…”  It is not a matter of feeling.  We may not feel crucified.  It is a matter of 

knowledge in which we reckon it (count it) to be so.  “Knowing…that our old man was crucified 

together with Him.”  It is important that we understand what is meant by “our old man.”  Our old 

man, our old position in Adam was crucified with Christ in order that our condition in Adam 

(the body of sin) might be done away. The old man, the old position in Adam, is corrupt 

according to the deceitful lusts, the old condition in Adam.  Eph. 4:22. 

 “Our old man was crucified.”  This has nothing to do with subjective experience, but 

refers to an objective, historical spiritual fact.  This crucifixion was accomplished at the Cross.  

In what sense was the “old man” crucified?  Judicially, legally, the whole elect church was 

corporately united in Christ crucified. 

 Now a brief sketch of Rom. 6 and 7 showing the relation of their halves will aid in the 

understanding of this doctrine of incorporation into Christ.  The first half of Rom. 6 and the first 

half of Rom. 7 deal with the church and its members as to their position, whereas the second half 

of each chapter deals with the condition of Christ’s members with the difference that in the end 

of chapter 6 it is our condition as it ought to be, while in chapter 7 it is our condition as it 

actually is. 

 Further, as you look closely at Rom. 6:1-10, NKJB, you notice that this section does not 

contain the exhortative, nor the imperative.  It is all factual/positional.  We are not commanded 

to die to self, nor to crucify the old nature.  The emphasis is all on our identification with Christ 

crucified, dead, buried, and risen.  Not until verse 11 do we have a command: “Reckon 

yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 Then in verse 12 we are commanded, “Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, 

that you should obey it in its lusts.”  Further, v. 13, “Do not present your members as instruments 

of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your 

members as instruments of righteousness to God.”  So that in verses 1-10 there is no command to 

do something, but there is the fact of our knowing something (v. 6), as namely the gaining of the 

right standpoint in our identification with Christ in His redemptive, justifying and sanctifying 

work.  It is knowledge of orientation to fact.  On that basis we move on into the activity of faith 

as expressed in verses 11-14. 
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