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 You young people have a name which contains a blessed truth.  It is a name for which we 

owe God everlasting thanks. 

 We do well therefore when we look carefully at it.  And the important question is 

whether we call ourselves by that name. 

 No, I do not mean the name Christian, although that also is a very rich name and one for 

which we owe God constant thanks.  The name which I like to call to your attention at this time 

is one that Jesus Christ our Savior presented in what is called The Sermon on the Mount.  

Personally I prefer by far to call it The Sermon on the Kingdom of Heaven.  For Jesus Himself 

begins that sermon with these words: “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.” Matthew 5:3.  Then in verse 10 He says, “Blessed are they that are persecuted for 

righteousness’ sake; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” In the rest of this sermon He in 

Matthew 6:10 and 13, and in Matthew 7:21 again speaks of the kingdom of heaven.  All this 

reveals that this is The Sermon on the Kingdom of Heaven.  Surely that says a lot more than 

calling it The Sermon on the Mount.  Where Jesus preached it does not have the importance that 

the content of the sermon has. 

 Once again, although this name Christian is a beautiful and important name of the child 

of God, the name to which I would call your attention at this time is the one found in Matthew 

5:13.  There Jesus says, “Ye are the salt of the earth.” 

 Does it sound good to you to be called salt?  Undoubtedly we had better look more 

carefully at this name and take hold of the awesome warning that Jesus adds in this verse.  After 

telling His disciples that they are the salt of the earth, He adds, “But if the salt have lost his 

savor, wherewith shall it be salted?  It is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to 

be trodden under foot of men.” That indeed is an awesome warning. 

 What does Jesus mean?  When He calls His elect, reborn children of God the salt of the 

earth, He does not mean what many incorrectly today present.  Some claim that the believers, as 

that salt of the earth, improve this world.  And some even teach that ultimately the churches are 

going to produce a wonderful, peaceful world before Christ returns.  The amazing truth however 

is that although this word salt appears almost forty times in Scripture, it is used always as a 

savor, that is, that which gives a taste.  We use salt today to preserve certain elements of food.  

But that is not what Scripture means here. 

 Take note of the fact that Jesus speaks here of salt of the earth, not of the world.  The idea 

is that the earth, on which God placed us, is pleasing to Him because of what His reborn children 

do upon this earth.  The earth itself cannot serve God in praise and thanksgiving.  But the 

believer, as he uses it and thanks and praises God for it, gives God a pleasant taste.  He enjoys 

that. Turn once to Isaiah 43:21. There God Himself says, “This people have I formed for Myself; 

they shall show forth My praise.” Everything the child of God receives he, by that new principle 

of life which he received by being born again, returns to God in service, praise and thanksgiving.  

The earth tastes good to God because it is being used by His elect, born-again children, in a way 

that pleases Him. 

 Then too, the children of God cannot and do not improve the world of ungodly men, 

women and children.  They do not cause them to do things pleasing in God’s sight.  They did not 

do that before God came with the punishment of the flood.  Turn to Genesis 6:5, for there we 



read, “And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 

imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” Get that, young people!  

Notice those three words: every, only, and continually!  The world performs not one good work.  

It may do what men call good because their flesh likes it.  This leads some to say that there is a 

common grace that enables the world to do good.  We had better listen to what God says here 

and also elsewhere in Scripture.  Turn to Psalm 14.  There we read that “there is none that doeth 

good” and “all are gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, 

no not one.” And tell me, how many of the world listened then to Noah, when he built the ark, 

and did begin to do something good?  How many even came to the ark when it began to rain and 

the waters arose?  No, they all continued to do evil only and continually. 

 Besides, young people, Scripture teaches very clearly that sin is developing and will soon 

produce that man of sin.  Get that?  He who is coming is not the babe, the child, the young man 

of sin but the full grown man of sin!  Look up II Thessalonians 2:3.  There we read that the man 

of sin will be revealed.  And since the world is composed of men, women and children who are 

all born spiritually dead, they cannot do what leaves a pleasant taste in God’s mouth.  No more 

than you can work on a physically dead man and cause him to serve you consciously and 

willingly, can those who are spiritually dead be caused to do what pleases God.  They cannot 

love God; and what pleases God is always and only that which results from love to God.  No 

man comes into this world with that love, unless as was the case with John the Baptist, they were 

born spiritually by God’s grace before they were brought forth on what we call their physical 

birthday. 

 Therefore the wide-spread doctrine of “common grace” is so very wrong.  Those not born 

again cannot do what God calls good works.  Oh, yes, they often do what fulfills God’s counsel, 

and in that sense is good.  But from an ethical, moral point of view they never even want to do 

anything in love to God.  Only those born again with the life of Christ in them love God and do 

good works.  Before he was born again the apostle Paul did some terribly evil things, hating 

Christ, hating His church and striving to wipe it out.  But when born again a tremendous change 

took place and he was the salt of the earth.  That is what God’s grace does.  It does not simply 

give a man mental talent and physical power to fulfill His counsel.  Grace is not common.  It is 

very particular.  Go back to Isaiah 43:21.  God has formed this people for Himself, not the world 

that praises itself and by its deeds denies that there is a God Whom they must serve. 

 The reborn child of God is the salt of the earth because through that rebirth the Spirit of 

Christ entered into him and implanted love of God, which in paradise man lost.  Did God not 

say, “This is My beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased”? Matthew 3:17.  With that Spirit of 

Christ, Who loved God fully and constantly, we too begin to love God and use this earth in a 

way that praises and glorifies Him.  The church is precious in God’s sight; but it also tastes 

delicious in His holy mouth, because His Son by His Spirit is in that church.  This Spirit causes 

the believers to be the salt of this earth.  That rebirth makes men serve God, praise and extol Him 

and bring thanksgiving unto Him.  That is why Jesus calls the believers the salt of the earth. 

 But, young people, take hold of that awesome warning that salt can lose its savor.  No, an 

elect, born-again child of God will never lose his new spiritual life.  He may, as Peter did, fall 

into a terrible, God-dishonoring deed.  But this same Paul wrote correctly in Philippians 1:6, 

“Being confident of this very thing, that He Who hath begun a good work in you will perform it 

until the day of Jesus Christ.” Jesus also said, “My Father, which gave them Me, is greater than 

all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.” John 10:29. 



 Individual reborn children of God cannot fall away and no longer be the salt of the earth.  

But in process of time the number of unbelievers in the church can far outnumber the faithful, 

and introduce evil doctrine and practices which leave a bitter, abominable taste in God’s mouth.  

Surely the idolatry in the Roman Catholic church does not taste good to our God.  The Jewish 

synagogues that deny Christ taste very bitter in His mouth.  Churches today who cast away the 

rich heritage of truth that Luther, Calvin, the Synod of Dordrecht, to mention only a few who are 

the salt of the earth, are losing the savor, because enemies of Christ now rule their church. 

 We, therefore, have this awesome warning.  You do too, young people.  You are going to 

be our church in the years to come.  And you will be pleasing to God in the measure that you 

hold on to the truth He gave us. 

 Do not let our Reformed Doctrine slip away so that our churches begin to be less pleasing 

to our God.  Then we will be salt that is losing its savor.  Our children in the future will take hold 

of more doctrinal errors, if we do not hold on tightly to the truth God gave us.  Behind all this is 

the devil; and he is trying very hard to get more crafty and subtle false doctrines into the church.  

When a church accepts them, that church always goes farther away from the truth and is less 

tasty in God’s mouth. 

 We are parents and grandparents must strive to keep our churches doctrinally pure and 

walking in strong love of God.  But so must you young people hold on firmly to the truth God 

gave our churches.  Be careful what you accept as the truth, what your walk of life is, and whom 

you marry.  Listen to Jesus’ warning here about the salt of the earth.  Live a life that pleases God, 

and you will one day with the Psalmist sing, “O taste and see that the Lord is good.” For you will 

taste His goodness in the new creation.  You will be the salt that gives God great delight; but you 

will also taste His mercy and grace, and enjoy the cross of Christ more richly than we can in this 

life.  Those who in this life make this earth taste good to God will in the life to come taste God’s 

love, mercy and grace everlastingly and to a degree much richer than we can in this life. 
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