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 “By swearing, and lying, and killing…” The world is full of it.  Daily killings continue in 

Afghanistan, Lebanon, Israel, Iraq, Iran, Ireland, in Sri Lanka, in Honduras, and Nicaragua.  But 

in our own land the crime of murder is appalling!  “Four (4) times as many Americans will be 

killed by abortion as by cancer…; 10 times as many will be killed by abortion as by strokes; and 

14 times as many will be killed by abortion as by pneumonia and pulmonary disease…; 44,000 

Americans will die on highways this year; 36 times that number will die by abortions; 25,000 

adults will be murdered in 1984; 64 times as many unborn children will be murdered.  The 

number of deaths from all causes except abortion in 1984 will be almost 2 million.  When we 

include abortion deaths, the number almost doubles to 3.6 million. 

 “From 1775 to 1984, 1.2 million Americans have died in 9 wars.  1.2 million American 

babies die every 9 months, 4,400 each day, 183 each hour!   This month (Oct. 1984) more 

Americans will be killed by abortion than were killed during World War I. 

 “The people and government of the Soviet Union murder 13 million unborn children each 

year…1 billion unborn children have been murdered since World War II. 

 “Comparatively, atrocities committed by Nazis and…the worldwide Communist 

movement seem…minor…The Nazi victims are estimated at 15 million, including 6 million 

Jews…Communist victims since 1917, 125 million.  But the number of abortions worldwide 

since 1945 exceeds those combined totals by a magnitude of 7.”  -- Dr. John Robbins, The 

Trinity Review, Jan. 1985.  Americans who fought in World War II to destroy Nazism have 

become far worse than the Nazis and the Communists combined!  May we never hear any more 

about a Nazi holocaust!  The only recovery from this horrible trend in neo-Nazism is a return to 

the morality of the Ten Commandments, and to the plain injunction of Jesus, “Thou shall do no 

murder.”  To this there is absolutely no alternative: for we all must die, “and it is appointed unto 

men once to die, but after this The Judgment.” (Heb. 9:27) 

 “…and blood toucheth blood.”  Murders run in streams of blood, blood mixing with 

blood, even royal blood touching royal blood, blood-thirsty kings killing for the crown: Baasha 

killed Nadab; Zimri killed Elah; Zimri committed suicide; Jehu killed Jehoram; Shallum killed 

Zachariah; Menahem killed Shallum; Pekah killed Pekahiah – Hoshea killed Pekah.  With 

innocent blood Manasseh had filled Jerusalem from one end to the other (II Ki. 21:16).  Finally, 

it came about that the blood of the sacrificer mingled with the blood of the sacrifice.  II Chron. 

24:21; Matt. 23:35, 37. 

 We can never forget the first time we ever saw color television.  It was in South Dakota 

when on classical appointment.  There was shown the blood of Robert Kennedy, spilled by a 

Muslim assassin!  This crime of shedding human blood is: (1) forbidden by the Word of God 

(Gen. 9:5), (2) condemned in the sentence of capital punishment (Gen. 9:6), (3) hateful to God 

(Prov. 6:16, 17), (4) defiling to the whole land (Ps. 106:38), (5) cleared away from those accused 

of shedding it only by the vicarious death of an animal sacrificed in the place of, and made to 

suffer the punishment of, the murderer (Deut. 21:1-9).  This is a type of Christ’s substitutionary 

sacrifice.  By His precious blood He fully satisfied for all our sin and cleansed us from all our 

blood-guiltiness.   

 “By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing…”  Some of the sins forbidden in the 

8th commandment are: theft, robbery, kidnapping, rape, receiving stolen goods, fraud, false 



weights and measures, counterfeiting, extortion, usury, bribery, unjust enclosures and 

depopulations (Acts. 19:19, 24, 25), covetousness, idleness (II Thess. 3:11; Prov. 18), reckless, 

wasteful expenditure…(Westminster Larger Catechism, Q. 142).  Add to this: shoplifting, 

swindling, plagiarism, forgery, and embezzlement.  Stealing, Hosea complained, was going on in 

the church!  Today it shocks even the world, let alone the church, what with the scandal of 

certain popular “evangelists” lately exposed in unfaithful administering of financial 

stewardships. 

 Biblical examples of stealing we have in: Eve, Adam, Rachel (Gen. 31:19), Achan (Josh. 

7:21), Ahab (I Kings 21), Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5), and the two thieves crucified with 

Jesus. 

 The Cross, and the Word of the Cross (I Cor. 1:18) are, to the impenitent thief, a savor of 

death unto death, and to the penitent thief, a savor of life unto life.  Look at those three crosses 

on Calvary.  The man on the central cross has sin on Him, but no sin in Him.  The impenitent 

thief had sin on him and in him.  The penitent thief had sin in him, but no sin on him.  Since our 

first parents were thieves, all we, with all humanity, are thieves by nature.  Then, reader, where 

must you take your place, with the impenitent thief, or with the converted thief? 

 I. B. Ignorance and forgetfulness of God.  (6). “My people are destroyed for lack of 

knowledge; because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no 

priest to Me; seeing thou has forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.” 

 They are “My people,” nominally (even organically) the people of God: nominally, in 

that they name the name of Christ, but do not depart from iniquity (II Tim. 2:19).  “This people 

draweth near unto Me with their mouth, and honoreth Me with their lips, but their heart is far 

from me” (Matt. 15:8).  They bring upon themselves their own spiritual destruction “for lack of 

knowledge,” because they “strive with the priest” (v. 4), with the minister.  It is still true “that 

this is a rebellious people, lying children…who will not hear the law of the Lord; who say to the 

seers, ‘See not!’ and to the prophets, ‘Prophecy not unto us right things; speak unto us smooth 

things, prophesy deceits’” (Isa. 30:9, 10).  Exactly so does many a modern church board advise 

prospective ministers.  For the time has come “when they will not endure (tolerate) sound 

doctrine, but, after their own lusts…heap to (accumulate for) themselves teachers, having itching 

ears,” that is, “wanting to have their ears tickled” (NASB).  They want teachers (not preachers) 

adept at “titillating their hearing.”  Nor do they care that these false teachers “turn their ears from 

the truth” (II Tim. 4:30).  They do not want that system of propositional truth contained in the 

Bible; they want some hazy, experiential “truth.”  They say, “Give us none of that intellectual 

Heidelberg Catechism theology; give us the personal religion of the heart.  Give us not a 

doctrine, but a person!”  So they rebel against their Reformed ministers, refusing to be led in the 

way of Reformation.  And if they cannot cast these ministers out, they withdraw from them.  I 

John 2:19. 

 Their state is described as one of “lack of knowledge,” and that “because thou hast 

rejected knowledge” and especially because “thou hast forgotten the Law of God.” They 

complained to their ministers, “Don’t preach the law to us,” neither to produce the knowledge 

(conviction of sin), nor to instruct in a life of gratitude.  Teach us: don’t preach on the law, or 

the Apostles’ Creed, or the Lord’s Prayer—all that became extinct along with New England 

Puritanism.  Teach us something relevant, like “the creative visualization process of prosperity 

programming.” 

 “Thou hast rejected knowledge.”  “They did not like to retain God in their knowledge.” 

Rom. 1:28.  They no longer have a Reformed minister.  They no longer have Reformed 



dogmatics, or Reformed preaching, or Reformed sermons.  Sermons are passé.  “We had a nice 

message this morning.”  Sometimes these “messages” are called sermons, but actually are so 

short, being only about 12 minutes long, that they are “sermonettes by preacherettes for 

Christianettes.” This is really a rejection of preaching and so is a rejection of knowledge.  

Preaching, too, in a Reformed church, should be “election preaching,” that is, preaching that is 

based on the truth of predestination (the heart of the church), and is permeated with the truth of 

election.  This does not mean that we preach the doctrine of election every time we preach; 

rather, it means that all preaching must be in harmony with election because it is the very heart 

of the gospel.  But the Devil knows that a very effective way to get rid of the truth of double 

predestination, election and reprobation, is to get rid of preaching altogether.  Instead, the 

modern pulpit, besides its little “message,” is overrun with the most popular of sophistries—

“Free Willism.”  Make a list sometime of all the TV preachers, then see if you can name one that 

does not preach that most damaging of heresies!  That heresy is itself both a lack of knowledge 

and a rejection of knowledge; and, if tolerated, it will, over a period of time, destroy the people 

of God. 

 This rejection of knowledge means knowledge as it is expressed in “the law of God.”  

That is why its rejection is such a terrible thing.  God’s law is rejected until it is finally forgotten 

altogether.  The false church has rejected knowledge in its rejection of the law of God.  The state, 

too, is now totally rejecting the law of God, and in its going over to the religion of secular 

humanism, has fallen into the downgrade of anti-intellectualistic and irrationalistic repudiation of 

knowledge.  For any “knowledge” without the knowledge of the canonical Scriptures is a form 

of ignorance!  The rejection of knowledge is far worse than never having had any knowledge to 

reject.  It was not that they never had had any light, but that they hated the light.  John 3:19-20.  

This is the awfulness of their sin!  “Ministers who reject knowledge, who are grossly ignorant 

and scandalous, ought not to be owned as ministers.”—Matthew Henry.  Who today has not 

heard quite enough of “ignorant and scandalous” ministers?  God rejects the pseudo-evangelist 

from being priest.  Perhaps they do not claim to preach; rather, they claim to teach.  They have 

an aversion to preaching.  Yet, nevertheless, they cannot preach; they have no gospel to preach.  

To the sinner dead through trespasses and sins, “free willism” is not “good news.”   

  

--To be continued, D.V.— 
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