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 Christian young people and friends, beloved in our Lord Jesus Christ, I thank you for the 

opportunity to speak to you tonight.  I have viewed this night with a certain amount of fear and 

trembling, but I count it a privilege nonetheless; as I count it my privilege to preach the gospel 

and to minister in the church of Jesus Christ.  And although it probably seems very unreal 

tonight, you young people are the future leaders and fathers and mothers and teachers within the 

sphere of God’s covenant.  That makes the subject at hand all the more important.  I am sure you 

have heard this week that it is the doctrine of the covenant which more than any other doctrine 

lies at the heart of our existence as Protestant Reformed Churches.  To understand and to 

experience this wonderful truth is necessary, if you are to be used by God for the preservation of 

His truth in our midst. 

 Besides that, the subject that I have been requested to speak about tonight is a subject of 

vast importance to your life personally and mine.  Monday night you heard the truth of the 

covenant explained to you.  Tonight you will hear something about the antithesis.  (And I will 

explain that term presently.)  But the main point I want you to carry with you from the speech 

tonight is this: The truth of the covenant has to live in you; and the life of the antithesis must be 

your life.  You have been called friends of the living God.  What effect does that friendship have 

in your life? Those two—the truth of the covenant and the antithetical life—are inseparable.  It is 

my prayer that you are impressed with that truth tonight.  If the truth of the covenant does not 

live in you, then you have no sound motivation to live antithetically in this world.  You may 

have a selfish reason to live differently from others, to avoid certain works of the darkness; but if 

the life of the covenant is not your life, then your antithetical walk is only outward, and God 

hates it. 

 I will be honest with you, young people.  I have no doubt that the troubles we are seeing 

in our own churches with the increase of worldly-mindedness and the ease with which many run 

with the world, is exactly because some within our churches and maybe some of you do not have 

a real, experiential understanding of the truth of the covenant.  Is it your desire to live an 

antithetical life, with all that that means?  And these questions stand connected: Do you 

experience that covenant fellowship of the living God?  And when I talk about experience, I am 

not referring to some cloudy feelings you might have.  Rather, I am referring to the conscious 

realization of the relationship in which you stand to the living God.  Do you hear Him saying to 

you through His Scriptures, “You are My friend”?  With that introduction I call your attention to 

the subject assigned me: 

THE COVENANT AND THE ANTITHETICAL LIFE 

 As I develop that theme, taking into account especially what Paul writes in the first part 

of Ephesians 5, I ask you to concentrate on the following three points: 

I.  THE CALLING OF THE ANTITHESIS 

II. THE EFFECT OF THE COVENANT 

III. THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE CHRISTIAN 

 I.  The calling of the antithesis runs through the entire chapter of Ephesians 5, as well as 

many other passages of Holy Scripture. 

 When we speak of the calling of an antithetical life, we are speaking about what is 

sometimes called “our part in the covenant.”  The word “antithesis” speaks of a stark contrast.  



The word actually is a combination of two words, “anti,” which means “against,” and “theses,” 

or “that which is set forth.”  When that which is set forth is darkness, the antithesis of that is 

light.  When that which is set forth is evil, the antithesis of that is good.  You have the idea 

therefore.  The antithesis is the opposite position of that which is set forth.  Now, when we speak 

of the antithetical life, behind that idea lies the truth that there is something positive and 

something negative in your life.  That antithesis cuts through every aspect of your life, including 

your environment as well as your own personal life—your ways, your speech, your dress, your 

opinions, your attitudes.  And it means that you are called to say “yes” to God, while at the same 

time saying “no” to sin and that which Paul calls “the unfruitful works of darkness.”  That is our 

part, our calling, in the covenant. 

 The calling to an antithetical life, to “come out from among them, and be ye separate,” is 

a calling that we see again and again in Scripture.  Perhaps it never has been more important to 

emphasize that calling than today.  There is a wide-spread desire in the churches today to make 

things easy and to make things fun in religion.  The English preacher, J.C. Ryle, referred to that 

attitude as the desire “to saw off the corners and edges of the cross, and to avoid, as far as 

possible, self-denial.”  More and more we hear said that we must not be too narrow, that we may 

go anywhere and do anything, and be friends with anyone and all the while may be very good 

Christians.  I dare stand before you tonight and say that is nonsense and the lie of Satan. 

 Separation from the world is the positive calling of you covenant youth and all 

Christians.  You and I had better listen to the words of Jesus and His apostles.  Jesus said to the 

ungodly Jews, as we read in John 8:23: “Ye are of this world: I am not of this world.”  Do you 

know what that means?  That means that if you are a member of Christ, you also are not of this 

world.  And so Jesus prays concerning His Church in John 17:16, “They are not of the world, 

even as I am not of the world.”  The writings of the apostles also continually bring us before the 

calling to be separate, to live an antithetical life over against the world.  “Know ye not that the 

friendship of the world is enmity with God?  Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is 

the enemy of God” (James 4:4).  And then, to refer to only one more chapter, we already read in 

Ephesians 5 these words: “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: 

walk as children of light…And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 

rather reprove them” (Eph. 5:8, 11). 

 Young men and young women, beware of anyone, whether Protestant Reformed or not—

beware of anyone who suggests to you that it is all right occasionally to have fellowship with 

those works that the apostle calls the unfruitful works of darkness, that it doesn’t hurt to be a 

little bit worldly. 

 It is true, as a Christian you live in liberty.  That is the gospel.  That is the proclamation 

of the work of God’s grace whereby the Christian keeps the law of God spontaneously out of 

love for Him.  When as churches we begin laying down all kinds of laws and writing rules with 

respect to the various footprints into which we may lawfully step or not step, then we are giving 

a loud testimony that we have lost grips of the truth of the covenant.  Legalism destroys and must 

be denounced with vigor.  But don’t claim Christian liberty when you use the things of the world 

to satisfy your own lusts and your own carnal inclinations!  If you fail to see that the world is an 

enemy to your soul, and that there is total opposition between the friendship of the world and 

that of Christ, you are blinded to the clear meaning of Scripture’s words.  You need conversion!  

The world—and by that now I mean all that is in spiritual darkness—is an enemy to you, 

Christian! 



 I think highly of you young people, and of your ability to think.  And I think that you can 

see that it is not open unbelief of doctrine that is the greatest danger to us today.  The greatest 

danger to you and to me is our love for the world, the things of this world, the money of this 

world, the pleasures of this world, and the desire to keep in with this world.  This is the great 

rock upon which many young people today, and even older, suffer shipwreck.  They do not 

object to any particular article of the Christian faith.  They hope somehow to get to heaven at 

last; and they know that it is proper to be religious.  But they cannot give up their idol!  They 

must have the world!  And so the devil attacks us and even takes some out of our own midst 

down the broad way that leads to destruction.  Terrible words?  Yes, indeed!  But that is the 

truth.  For all are not Israel which are of Israel.  The calling of an antithetical life is an urgent 

calling. 

 Let us take some time now to consider specifically our calling to live an antithetical life 

in this world. 

 First of all, when we speak of the antithesis as separation from the world, we ought to be 

clear what that separation is not. 

 The calling to come out and be separate is not a calling to go out of the world.  There 

have been those in the history of the church who would flee as a little group out into the country 

or their own little corner and live in a commune without any contact with the people of the 

world.  Such, however, is not the teaching of Christ.  Jesus prayed in John 17:15, “” I pray not 

that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou keep them from the evil.”  True 

believers are always presented in Scripture with their calling to live in the world, but not of the 

world, to glorify God in their various callings by patience, meekness and holiness, and not by 

cowardly desertion. 

 Secondly, to walk antithetically is not to give up all worldly professions and business.  

There are those who erroneously would forbid the Christian to serve as a doctor, or attorney, or 

psychologist, or business owner or the like.  There is not a word in the Scripture to justify such a 

position.  Cornelius the centurion, Luke the physician, Zenas the lawyer, Philemon the 

businessman, are all examples to the contrary.  Our churches could be well served by physicians 

and psychologists and attorneys and businessmen and the like, and indeed have been by the few 

serving God in those callings. 

 Thirdly, when God sets before us the calling to an antithetical life, He does not mean that 

we believers ought not take any interest in anything but religion.  To neglect science and 

literature and so on, to care nothing about the government of your country and the political 

scene, may all seem right and proper in the eyes of some Christians.  But Scripture shows 

otherwise.  Paul knew the importance of government.  Nor was it beneath him to use his 

knowledge of the customs of the world and even to quote heathen writers.  Further, if you are 

watching for the return of your Savior, you ought also to be watching the signs of the times. 

 Fourthly, when we see the admonition of Paul in Ephesians 5:11, “Have no fellowship 

with the unfruitful works of darkness,” he does not refer to the products of the world.  The idea 

that the products of sinful men are in themselves sinful and corrupt is a foolish error.  Things in 

themselves are not sinful.  You are not forbidden to use the cars manufactured by sinful men, or 

prescription drugs given to you by your doctor, or radios and stereos and microwaves and so on.  

The material world and the products invented and manufactured by men of this world are to be 

used by us in the service of the church and to the glory of God. 

 Fifthly, the calling to an antithetical life does not mean that you are called to separate 

yourself from a church in which you perceive there is sin.  There have been those who have left 



our fellowship, accusing us of sin and a lack of love.  Well, we may not cover up our sins.  In the 

epistles, we are pointed to certain specific sins that affected certain congregations; but we are not 

told that sins of persons in a church justify our leaving it or neglecting the gathering for worship 

there.  We must not look for a perfect church or congregation or even preacher, until the 

marriage supper of the Lamb, when we sit at the feet of the exalted Christ.  The marks of the 

church determine our membership, according to our Belgic Confession.  Sin in the church here 

must be dealt with by proper Christian discipline, not by your desertion for a church that does not 

maintain the truth of the Scriptures.   

 And finally in this connection, the separation of an antithetical life is not mere outward 

separation.  There are those who boast of their outward walk and who speak of all their so-called 

“distinctives,” while they nourish inside themselves a hideous monster that should be put to 

death!  They think that they are the only roses in the whole flower patch of Christianity, while all 

the rest are weeds.  But if only they would look inside themselves with the eyes of God and the 

Scriptures, they would see nothing but thorns.  Although we do the most commendable work that 

can be imagined, if it is not done for the right motive and purpose, we shall be condemned by 

God.  If our church attendance, e.g., is only outward, to maintain a reputation that we are 

religious, it is but a show, filth and darkness in the sight of God.  He will reject it all.  For—to 

use a phrase of Calvin—“It is but trash and deception of Satan.”  But enough concerning what 

the antithetical life is not. 

 We must understand what that separation really is to which you and I are called. 

 Part of that calling is that we not fellowship with unbelievers.  That is clearly set forth in 

II Corinthians 6:14ff, a passage with which you are all familiar.  “Be ye not unequally yoked 

together with unbelievers.”  That applies to marriage, certainly.  And I sometimes wish, young 

people, that you could sit as little mice in the corner when I and other of our pastors have to deal 

pastorally with the overwhelming grief of those who have committed that sin.  But that applies as 

well to all of life.  The separation of an antithetical life is a separation from unrighteous men and 

women, lest they lead us into their works of darkness. 

 But it is particularly the thought of Ephesians 5:11 to which I want to call your attention 

for the next few minutes.  That is the calling to self-denial when it comes to the works of 

darkness.  Darkness represents the whole area of separation from God.   In Scripture, darkness 

refers to the whole area of sin and death, unrighteousness and hatred against God and one 

another, all uncleanness, and therefore also, the whole mass of people who are strangers of God 

the Savior.  You are not to have fellowship with the works of darkness.  Those are works which 

arise out of the darkness, and works that promote and develop the darkness of this world.   

 Now the apostle specifies what some of those works are.  Beginning in verse 3 he speaks 

of those works mentioning fornication and all kinds of sexual uncleanness.  Now, you 

understand, young people, there is nothing wrong with sex within its God-ordained sphere.  We 

read in Hebrews 13:4: “Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers 

and adulterers God will judge.”  Belonging to the works of darkness is covetousness, the greed 

for material things which also grips the sinful lusts of believers, money-madness, making gods of 

cars and clothes, food and drink, men and women and all kinds of material things.  Paul refers to 

filthiness or being obscene in activity or speech; he mentions foolish talking and joking, the kind 

of talk that is filled with innuendo about sexual activity or drunkenness or individual persons, the 

kind of joking that makes a mockery of God’s law forbidding adultery and fornication and 

drunkenness and gluttony and so on.  In verse 18, he speaks of drunkenness and the party life as 



belonging to the unfruitful works of darkness.  You and I are not to have fellowship with such 

works.  That is our calling to an antithetical life as children of the covenant. 

 To have fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness is to have an attitude toward 

those works that says, “I don’t care,” or, “I enjoy them.”  It is to make use of those works in such 

a way that you have some fun and enjoyment in them.  You see, the apostle says something 

stronger here than if he had said, “Don’t commit those works.”  It is possible that you do not 

commit the act of fornication, but you get your kicks out of hearing about those who do.  It is 

possible that you wouldn’t think of getting drunk at a party, but sure have fun watching so and so 

make a fool out of himself in his drunken squalor.  In that terrible passage which speaks of God’s 

judgment of the wicked, Romans 1, Paul writes that long list of sins unto which God gives the 

wicked.  And at the very end of that list comes this: “Who knowing the judgment of God, that 

they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in 

them that do them.”  In the love of Christ, I urge you, young men and young women, have no 

fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness. 

 It stands to reason, therefore, that to deny yourself fellowship with the unfruitful works 

of darkness, you must refuse to be guided by the world’s standard of right and wrong.  

“Everybody does it; everybody will be there.”  Do you think that argument means much to the 

Holy God?  To go along with the crowd, to say “amen” to the common opinions of unbelieving 

men and women, to follow wholeheartedly the fashions and customs of this world, is to walk the 

broad way that leads to hell.  And I will be very specific with examples.  I will bring up some 

things now that affected me as a young person, when I was not yet in the sphere of our P. R. 

churches, but that still affect many of you.  Let’s consider some of those things. 

 When I was in my mid-to-late teens, I faced the same struggles you face today with such 

things as movie attendance, dancing, party life with drinking and drug use, the sexual aspect of 

adolescence.  And I freely confess to you that I did not see then the necessity of self-denial with 

respect to some of those things that I now see clearly today.  I would only hope that you would 

see now in the light of the truth of the covenant what I did not see when I was your age.  For 

example, I know that the video craze has hit you.  Just like some people think that the preacher 

can’t see them snoozing and messing around when they sit in the back of church, some of you 

think your pastors and elders live in the dark when it comes to the activities and temptations that 

affect you.  We know far more than you think.  We deal with the consequences.  What must we 

say about movie attendance and these video-parties that have become the craze?  What must we 

say about dancing to country or rock music?  Are those harmless little activities to which this 

word of Paul does not apply?  Well, you think about these things now. 

 Most of you young men, I presume, would never go for walking up to somebody on the 

street and blowing them away with a .38 magnum.  Most of you would not go to bed with a 

Hollywood whore or a whoremonger.  And yet, some of you think nothing of sitting down night 

after night and enjoying yourself in watching such violence on television, or watching the video 

on which these whores and whoremongers practice their ungodly whoredoms, making a mockery 

of the sanctify of God-ordained marriage.  Did you leave your Friend behind?  You would not 

think yourself of using God’s name the way it is used in television programs today.  But it has 

become so commonplace that you let it go in one ear and out the other.  You know that the Bible 

teaches a whole other kind of good life; but you sit and listen to ungodly men act out a life of 

hedonism, showing you that the good life belongs to those who party and those who achieve the 

rewards of pursuing the things of this world.  And is your Friend with you?  I too enjoy watching 

a baseball game or a basketball game from time to time.  But even the advertising tells us that the 



night belongs to Michelob, and that the sexy women belong to those men who use such and such 

a shaving cream.  And do we have pleasure in these works of darkness?! 

 Most of you young women could not question the truth that fornication and adultery are 

works of darkness which bring all kinds of physical and psychological consequences to those 

who commit them.  You are surrounded with the evidences of that.  And yet how many of you 

will spend your night at home reading a so-called romantic novel, so that the last scene in the 

camera of your mind before you go to bed is that woman going to bed with her man after some 

very descriptive sexual innuendo?  Or how many of you think nothing of sneaking off to a dance, 

where the movements of your body to the suggestive lyrics of much of today’s music will bring 

the temptation of fornication to a young man? 

 The point is this, young men and young women: If your fellowship is with the unfruitful 

works of darkness, there is a bond in your life between you and hell!  We must have no 

fellowship with the works of darkness!  We must walk antithetically, in opposition to them.  And 

the examples mentioned are just a few.  If we love God and our own souls, we must have nothing 

to do with activities and amusements which are bound up with sin. 

 Now, maybe for some of you, this talk has been a bit heavy to this point.  Maybe what I 

have brought you from the Word of God is like a great burden of law to you, which you think 

you cannot keep.  If so, then you have a wrong spiritual perspective.  And this is where we must 

consider together: 

 II. The effect of the covenant 

 A few minutes ago I said that it is not unbelief of doctrine that is the greatest danger to us 

today, but the attack of the world of darkness upon our souls.  And yet, when we consider the 

effect of the truth of the covenant upon the antithetical life you and I are called to live, then the 

fact must become clear: It is doctrine that affects life and practice.  That is why it is impossible 

for you to live the antithetical life of the Christian properly, without an experiential 

understanding of the truth of the covenant. 

 You could easily take all that I have said thus far, and you could say, I do not do those 

things.  I don’t go to movies, I don’t dance, I don’t party, I have stayed clean from fornication.  

There is an old saying that I heard in my teenage years: “I don’t smoke and I don’t chew, and I 

don’t go with girls that do; I’m a Christian.”  Well, let me tell you something, guys and girls.  

There are many young people of the world who have enough smarts not to do those things.  

Apart from the fact that the Christian’s body is the temple of the Holy Spirit—and what a 

thought that is!—there are all kinds of unregenerated young people who have enough respect and 

love for their own bodies that they don’t smoke or fornicate or do drugs or become drunken.  But 

God would not have the carcase of obedience without truth in the inward parts!  Do you want to 

know what really sets you apart from the world?  It is God saying to you through His Word and 

by His Spirit, “You are my son, my daughter, my friend.” That is why I emphasize to you that it 

is impossible for you to live the antithetical life of the Christian properly, without an 

experiential understanding of the truth of the covenant.  We have to understand that the 

antithetical life of the Christian is not a life of legalism.  Your life as Christians, young people, is 

not a matter of what you do, primarily; it is a matter of what you are.   It is not a matter of what 

you earn, it is a matter of who you are.  That is why the truth of the covenant has to be your life.  

When you live in the consciousness that you are a son and not a swine, that you are a friend-

servant of the Triune God and not a hog, then you don’t roll around in the filth either. 

 When you experience that wonder of being taken into the covenant life of our God, then 

your whole outlook upon the world is affected.  If you are going to heed the admonition not to 



have fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, you must be convinced of two things: In 

the first place, that the works of unbelieving men are indeed works of darkness, and secondly, 

that your life is in the light. 

 The inspired apostle says, “Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 

rather reprove them.” That word “reprove” means that by conviction you bring to light the value 

of those works.  They are worthless!  To use an illustration: A few weeks ago, I had a new 

vehicle rustproofed.  The man who took care of the job was explaining to me that after they 

spray their product into the inner recesses of the vehicle, they examine all those areas with a 

black light.   That black light exposes what is not seen by the natural eye.  It shows whether there 

are any places that were missed.  Well, to reprove these works is to shine a black light upon 

them, to show them for what they really are—unfruitful works of darkness, works by which 

Satan would attempt to overthrow us and put out our light. 

 But in order to reprove those works for what they are, you must know yourself that you 

are in the light.  So we read in Ephesians 5:8, “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye 

light in the Lord: walk as children of light.”  We were darkness.  That is not merely the way we 

walked.  That is what we were.  You see, again, Christianity is not merely what you do; it is 

what you are.  We were darkness.  But now we are light.  We became light, when we were taken 

into the covenant life of God.  He Who lives in the perfect light of His own Being, was pleased 

sovereignly to take a people into His life.  No, we can’t fathom that; we believe.  And when we 

were taken into His life, experiencing the power of His irresistible grace, we were united with the 

divine fountain of goodness and set on fire, as it were, by the light of the living God.  Is that your 

experience?  Do you know, young man, young woman, that you are light in the Lord?  

 Perhaps you ask, “How do I know that I am light in the Lord?”  I know because that 

antithesis of life and death, sin and holiness, now cuts right through my own life.  That God 

declares me His friend and makes me His friend causes a spiritual antithesis in my own life.  Do 

you know why your life is so turbulent sometimes, when you hate sin and yet there is something 

in you that longs for that fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness?  Because God has 

taken you into His own perfect life, though you still live in your sinful flesh and in this world of 

darkness.  He creates an antithesis within you. 

 That is what we see of the life of the Apostle Paul in Romans 7, “I delight in the law of 

God after the inward man: But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my 

mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.  O wretched man 

that I am!  Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?  I thank God through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.”  There is the antithesis wrought by God within my own soul. 

 When God takes us into His own covenant life and fellowship, when the truth of the 

covenant lives in us and in our consciousness, then we begin to see the invisible things as if they 

were visible. 

 Let me use another brief illustration.  When you were young, your parents taught you to 

say thank you.  The first few times, perhaps, when you did not say thank you, you were 

admonished.  “David, what do you say?” “Thank you.”  You said thank you, but all you really 

cared about was that you got what you wanted.  The thanks really meant nothing.  The hope of 

your parents was that you would learn that thanksgiving ought to be a natural, spontaneous 

reaction when we receive that which we do not deserve.  But you only saw that which was 

visible.  The concept of true thanksgiving was an intangible concept that was someplace out in 

the air, invisible to you. 



 Now it can be that same way in the realm of the antithesis.  You can be taught how to 

perform as a young person in the sphere of the church.  And there are those who attend church, 

who sit still in church, who live according to the standards of their church environment, and who 

then say to themselves, “I have performed!”  But that does not make you a Christian.  That does 

not make the invisible things visible, spiritual things real.  But when God takes you by the new 

birth and by His irresistible call into His own covenant family as a Triune God, then your eyes 

are opened.  Before your mind as grand realities is your life, God, judgment, hell, Christ, 

justification, everlasting life.  And you say, “Thanks, Lord:” but you feel totally inadequate 

because you know that your feeble thanks is not enough for what you have received. 

 III. To live in the covenant fellowship of the ever-blessed Triune God is the infinite 

blessedness of the Christian. 

 To live in intimate, permanent life-union with the Triune God through Jesus Christ our 

Lord is salvation, young people. 

 In a sense it is true that our understanding of the covenant is somewhat abstract.  We are 

so weak, we cannot begin to fathom the beauty of our Friend-Sovereign.  We see in a glass 

darkly.  But consider the work of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Mediator and Head of the covenant.  

That blessed Savior “gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil 

world, according to the will of God and our Father” (Gal. 1:4).  He knows what this world is, for 

He lived in it for 33 years.  He knows what the difficulties of youth are, for He was a man like 

we are men, tempted in all points like as we are.  And now, high in heaven, at the right hand of 

God, He is able to save to the uttermost all who come to God by Him.  He gives and gives and 

gives to us.  He is a Friend to all who are in Him. 

 But we do not understand very well the idea of friendships.  You say these are your 

friends.  Why?  “Well, because they make me feel good and we have a good time together.”  

That is not friendship, certainly not the essence of friendship.  Do you think you have many 

friends?  A person is only your friend when you give unceasingly, when your concern is the 

spiritual welfare of that so-called friend, and your spiritual welfare is his or her concern.  

Friendship in its very essence is giving.  The fellowship of friendship in God’s covenant is not to 

be found in simply coming to Christ to take some forgiveness, to take some peace, to take some 

pledge of heaven, and then to go my own way.  To be a friend with someone is not to be saying 

“I” all the time.  But it is seeking the joy of our loved one, our Friend, allowing ourselves to be 

wholly guided in Him and His Word.  And such friendship as God shows us and gives us to 

experience by taking us into His own life is—as you heard Monday night—established freely 

and unconditionally with all the elect. 

 Blessed are you who live out of the consciousness of God’s fellowship and by His grace. 

 I sometimes think about those words of the apostle in II Corinthians 12:15, “And I will 

very gladly spend and be spent for you: though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be 

loved.”  Those words are foolish, those words cannot be understood by those who have not 

experienced the friendship of God’s covenant life.  Those who follow after the Christian religion 

not for the sake of God Himself, but for their own sakes. Those who do not know what it is to be 

truly blessed by God and saved, unless it means to be happy and to do good according to their 

own imaginations—these do not know what the apostle means here. 

 To be blessed is to spend and be spent for the sake of Christ and our brothers and sisters 

in Him.  To be blessed is to will the will of God and to glorify Him, and not to seek selfish 

interests.  For that blessedness is the fruit of the experience of God’s covenant friendship.  To 

you who truly love God with a love of sons and daughters and true friends, with that friendship 



that does not arise out of your depraved nature, but only from the Holy Spirit, these words of the 

apostle Paul are most beautiful, a testimony of a friend of God. 

 With that consciousness we understand that the life of the antithesis is a life that affects 

our attitude not only against the unfruitful works of darkness, but also our attitude toward 

ourselves and all our activities. 

 The walk of the Christian is a walk that includes every activity of your life.  When you 

live in the fellowship of God, you live in the light.  You have a different mind-set, a different set 

of values.  When others are mocking and making fun of the unlovely, you are trying to reach out 

for him or her.  When they are scheming and plotting, you are saying they are wrong.  When you 

hear the garbage that the ungodly spew out as counsel, you are saying, “Blessed is the man that 

walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly.”  But one question is of importance to you: How shall 

I live to the glory of Him Who loves me so much, my Friend-Sovereign?  There is so much more 

that could be said—about the difficulty of walking as a Christian; about the necessity of seeking 

to be near our Friend-Sovereign, of hearing His voice through the preaching, of searching the 

Scriptures and saying, What saith the Lord?  But I must quit. 

 Remember your relationship within God’s covenant and all that He has done for you.  

Faithful is our covenant God!  And though we transgress that covenant, and violate that covenant 

every day, that does not break the relationship of God’s friendship.  God has promised: “If they 

break my statutes, and keep not my commandments, then will I visit their transgression with the 

rod,”—and sometimes the rod is extremely painful—“and their iniquities with stripes”—and 

sometimes those stripes leave scars that last a lifetime, “nevertheless my lovingkindness will I 

not utterly take from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail.  My covenant will I not break, nor 

alter the thing that is gone out of my lips” (Psalm 89:31-34).  And that covenant of friendship 

will be realized presently in all its fullness in the eternal glory when the tabernacle of God shall 

be with man forever.  In that tabernacle we shall know Him, love Him, see Him face to face in 

the revelation of Jesus Christ our Lord, and glorify Him forevermore.  May that be your hope, 

your motivation also for living now to His glory. 
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