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 That our conduct is our first and most important witness in no way detracts from our 

calling to witness with our mouths.  In fact, if our conduct is a witness we will have to speak, for 

we will have to give an answer to those who see our hope in our conduct and ask the reason for it 

(cf. I Pet. 3:15).  This calling to speak for Christ is inseparably connected with our own 

salvation, as Romans 10:9 reminds us.  It is that important. 

 Usually our failure to speak is due to a lack of holiness and godliness, but there are times 

when we do not speak openly of our faith because we do not know how to witness or are afraid 

that we do not know.  With that in mind there are some things we should all remember about 

witnessing—things we can learn to make our witnessing more effective.  Let us not forget, 

however, that this all assumes that we are willing and eager to witness and are not ashamed of 

Christ or of our faith in Him. 

 In the first place, our witness must be humble.  This is the first great qualification laid 

down by Peter in I Peter 3:15, “Give an answer,” he says, “with meekness and fear.”  Our 

attitude in witnessing is of crucial importance.  A wrong attitude will destroy our witness, no 

matter how eloquently we speak. 

 The humility required is the knowledge that we are not of ourselves better than those to 

whom we witness, though we may know more than they and even be Christians while they are 

not.  Pride is the death of witnessing, because if we are proud we are not witnessing any longer 

but boasting.  No matter what we say, our attitude will speak much louder than our words.  This 

is one of the most difficult parts of witnessing, but exceedingly important especially for us who 

believe in salvation by grace alone.  We must not deny what we believe about salvation as a free, 

gracious gift, by a proud attitude that says the opposite, that is, that we have made ourselves to 

differ. 

 One symptom of pride, perhaps the chief symptom here, is being argumentative.  Instead 

of that our witness must be direct.  That is the second thing.  A good witness is a clear, simple 

statement of the truth as Scripture teaches it.  Argument must be avoided.  The examples of 

Christ on trial and of Paul before Agrippa show us this.  Argument is strife and Paul says in II 

Timothy 2:23, 24 that “the servant of the Lord must not strive, but be gentle unto all men, apt to 

teach, patient.”  Remember that our witnessing is primarily a confession.  That is the very 

opposite of argument. 

 In the third place, our witness must be Biblical.  In this connection Paul tells us in the 

passage just cited to avoid foolish and unlearned questions (vs. 23).  This is not to say that the 

only thing we may speak of in witnessing is a passage of Scripture, but that our witness must be 

about the things taught in Scripture.  How can we, after all, be interested in something that 

Scripture is not really interested in? 

 In II Timothy 2 Paul makes it very clear that both strife (argument) and an undue interest 

in unprofitable questions are symptoms of pride, for here too he enjoins meekness as the opposite 

of these things (vs. 25).  Likewise, Paul says that being un-Biblical, that is, getting into foolish 

and unprofitable questions, genders strife.  To put it very simply, the way to avoid argument and 

strife is to stick to Scriptures. 

 Fourthly, we must be bold in witnessing.  To fear men and what they say is deadly.  This 

is the second thing, then, that Peter mentions in I Peter 3.  We must not be afraid of their terror, 



nor be troubled.  The solution, Peter says, is to fear God.  That, of course, brings us back to 

something we said earlier about the close connection between godliness and witnessing, for to 

fear God is not only to stand in awe of Him but to serve Him.  Serving Him and Him alone, we 

will be very bold, for we will know His power and blessing. 

 In the fifth place, our witness should be positive, especially when we are asked about 

what we believe.   With a first contact it is extremely important that we emphasize what we do 

believe and not so much what we do not believe or what we are against.  It is probably best, 

therefore, in most such cases to begin with the sovereignty of God, the truth that He is God, great 

and holy in all His works and ways.  But even in a more extended discussion we must be positive 

in this sense, that we do not just refute certain errors, but also show clearly what we believe and 

why it is important to us. 

 This will come about if our witness is personal, and that is the sixth thing.  The most 

effective witness is not the one that is eloquent and logical, but one that is from the heart, though 

logic and eloquence do have their places.  We must show, and this involves our whole attitude, 

that the truths of which we speak mean something to us. 

 Finally, our witness must be distinctive.  That is, we must witness, not just as Christians, 

but as reformed Christians, and even more, as Protestant Reformed Christians and young people.  

By this I mean that the truths of the reformed faith that we hold dear must be at the heart of all 

we say, especially the truths of sovereign, irresistible grace, of the sovereignty of God, and of the 

covenant of grace that God has established with us.  It is not difficult to see that if our witness is 

not distinctive there is really no reason for us as Protestant Reformed people and young people to 

be busy with witnessing. 

 Above all else it is necessary for witnessing effectively, that we do it for the glory of God 

and out of love for Him.  Without that our witness at very best will be dead.  Nor will our 

witness serve any good purpose, for the reason for witnessing is not first of all the “winning” of 

souls, but simply God’s glory.  If we ever make “soul-winning” the purpose of witnessing then 

we will soon lose true Christian witnessing and will be left with the mechanical kind of 

witnessing that is so common today among those who have made soul-winning the only object of 

witnessing. 

 So, too, if we forget the glory of God as the reason for all our witnessing, we will soon be 

discouraged, for our witness is not always received or effective in bringing others to faith.  Even 

if it is rejected by those to whom we speak, it will not be ineffective if it glorifies our God. 

 Nevertheless, God has given the promise that all witnessing that seeks His glory will also 

be “effective” for the gathering of His Church.  So much so, that without witnessing, mission 

work cannot and does not prosper.  Without a good profession from our members and our young 

people the mission work of our own churches cannot prosper.  If only we would realize how 

often our conduct and unwillingness to speak of spiritual things openly dismay those who have 

already been attracted by our doctrine!  That is true also of you young people.  You are the ones 

in whom our testimony lives on.  May it live in you and be heard from you.  May many see by 

your witness that you also have that living hope that never makes ashamed.  May God so use you 

for the gathering of His church. 
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