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 In the June-July issue you probably noticed the blank space below the NEWS EDITOR.  

We are very happy to report with this issue that Ruth Bleyenberg has agreed to take over this 

rubric.  Ruth is enthusiastic about her new work and is a welcome new face at our staff meetings.  

We also appreciate the fact that she was willing to become a member of the staff so soon after 

moving to the Michigan area.  We hope that other young people will follow her example.  

Church bulletin clerks should take note of her address on the inside cover page.  We encourage 

all bulletin clerks to send their bulletins to Ruth so that she can prepare the news. 

 Rev. Ron Hanko surprised me with another article on witnessing:  “The Way We 

Witness.”  Three articles on witnessing is really not surprising since Rev. Hanko is a prolific 

writer and prepares his material carefully.  We are glad he has taken the time to prepare “Our 

Calling to Witness,” “Our Conduct as a Witness,” and “The Way We Witness.”  I do think that 

Rev. Ken Koole’s article on “Explaining to Others What We Believe” fits in perfectly with these 

articles on witnessing.  That means we have the writing flavor of two ministers to enjoy as we 

read about the importance of witnessing. 

 Rev. Ron Van Overloop’s article on “Concerning the Zeal of Those New to the Faith” 

emphasizes the fact that often the spiritual zeal of those whom God has given faith later in life 

puts to shame the zeal of those who have been Christians for a long time.  The encouragement in 

this article is that every Christian must be zealous of good works because of the great work of 

salvation that God accomplished for His people.  Two other pieces of writing I hope will be 

printed in this issue.  Brother Shaffie’s article, “That First Year Feeling” will give a personal 

look into the life of a believer from Singapore.  Mike Brenneman’s letter and poem, “On 

Predestination” is another example of the spiritual enthusiasm God gives to those new to the 

Reformed faith.  Mike comes from Hot Springs, Arkansas and the staff is grateful that he was 

willing to share his poem with us. 

 We thank Mitch Dick for the articles he has written in the recent past.  Mitch resigned as 

a contributing editor because of his preparation and studies for the ministry, and other concerns.  

May God bless Mitch as he continues his studies in our seminary. 

 As promised, Rev. Charles Terpstra has prepared some book reviews for us.  Look for 

one in this and the next issue.  And speaking about coming issues, remember that the Convention 

issue has been moved to the month of November. 
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