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“Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the 

presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God, our Savior, be glory and 

majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever.  Amen.”  Jude 24, 25 

 

 The German school of biblical criticism, all of whom are behind the many modern Bible 

versions, put forward many renderings of this text based on the manuscript sources they deem 

the best.  Not using any of the Greek New Testament texts they recommend, but following the 

F.H.A. Scrivener text (1894), we translate: 

 “Now to the One being able to keep you exempt from falling and to place you in the 

sight of His glory faultless with extreme joy, to (the) only wise God, our Savior: glory and 

majesty, dominion and authority, both now and for all the eternities.  Amen.” 

 Here we have “Jude’s Doxology Exalting Our Savior,” in which we consider, I. Its 

Address (v. 24), and II. Its Ascription (v. 25).  In verse 21 the exhortation is, Keep yourselves in 

the love of God.  Here we are told that God has the power to keep you and preserve you in His 

love. 

 “Now unto Him who is able to keep you from falling.”  Jude was thinking of generations 

of souls who fell from the faith once-for-all delivered to the saints to become ungodly men 

denying our Lord Jesus Christ (v. 3, 4).  He was thinking of the people the Lord had saved out of 

Egypt, but afterward had destroyed the unbelieving of them (v. 5).  He was thinking of the 

sinless angels who had fallen (v. 6), and of Sodom, Gomorrah and all the cities of the plain 

which God had destroyed by pouring hell out of heaven upon them (v. 7).  He was thinking of 

the apostasies of Cain, Balaam, Korah (v. 11) and of the sinners in Enoch’s day (v. 14-16).  All 

of these failings and fallings have been down into the most awful sin.  We must therefore, with 

Jude, praise God for “the One being able to exempt you from falling…”  God’s people often do 

fall into temptation, into sin, into error; they fall from the exercise of faith, from a degree of 

steadfastness in truth and grace.  They surely would fall into final and total apostasy, if God did 

not keep them from it.  Man created in the state of rectitude was made lapsible; he could fall.  

The angels also could fall; many of them did, the elect unfallen angels alone being preserved and 

kept from falling.  But fallen man cannot keep himself.  He must be kept by the power of God, 

who is able to keep, has the power to do it, being the Savior, the Mediator, the Mighty God with 

all power in heaven and in earth. 

 It does not inevitably follow that because God can keep us that therefore He will do so.  

However, Scripture nowhere teaches than an elect child of God can become an apostate; for God 

has promised that He will keep His sheep (Jer. 31:10), and has also promised the believer that 

“though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the Lord upholdeth him with His hand” 

(Psalm 37:24).  At present, our sins fill us with fears, doubts, regrets and sorrow, but our comfort 

is in the knowledge of the reality to come that He shall place you in the sight of His glory with 

extreme joy where there is no more sorrow.  It does not say so here, but He is as willing as he is 

able, for it is the Father’s will that He should do so, and He has made Himself responsible for 

them.  So one man said, “If Thou canst do anything, help us” (Mk. 9:22), while another said, 

“Lord, if Thou wilt Thou canst!”  (Matt. 8:2). 



 “Keep you from falling…”  There is a relatively new “sport” (?) called “sky-diving” in 

which the participants wearing parachutes make free falls from an airplane for as long a distance 

as they dare before “pulling the rip-cord.”  If we go to see such a dare-devil demonstration, do 

we not sin, as they, against the sixth commandment?  Then as spectators are we not in principle 

guilty of murder?  For if, in making their breathtaking falls out of the sky, these human guided 

missiles do not kill themselves, the observers encourage them to the circumstances where they 

easily could do so. Satan tempts to play such deadly games, and if we are so foolish and 

presumptuous to take such chances, will the ascription of praise to Him who is able to keep us 

from falling be of any comfort?  Would we have the right to claim such comfort? 

 “And to present you faultless.”  This does not mean that we can be viewed subjectively as 

never having been faulty.  For all men are at fault due to both their original and actual sin.  As 

for our many sins, what is once done is done and can never be undone, even by God Almighty 

Himself.  But to present us faultless means that God does not impute to us the blame, blot and 

responsibility for our faults.  But rather, as John Gill had written, we have sinned in Adam and 

are wretchedly guilty and filthy in our own natural state, slip often into many backslidings, are 

full of sins committed after regeneration and through life drag along with us a body of sin to the 

grave; yet at last we are presented by Christ in perfect holiness, complete righteousness, “and in 

the shining robes of immortality and glory.”  

 “To present (place) you before the presence of His glory (in the sight of His glory) with 

exceeding joy.”  He will place you there with exceeding joy.  You will have that extreme joy 

there because you will be presented there faultless, sanctified, cleansed with the washing of 

water by the Word, a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, but holy and 

without blemish (Eph. 5:26, 27).  The faithful minister, too, will be set in the sight of His glory 

“bearing precious seed…with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him” (Psalm 126:6).  Those 

sheaves will be his joy and crown (Phil. 4:1).  The angels who have joy over one sinner that 

repents will have exceeding joy over the whole company of elect sinners faultless, perfected in 

glory everlasting.  God Himself, Who shall place His whole glorified church in the sight of His 

glory, will do so with exceeding joy flooding His infinite being.  “The Lord thy God…will 

rejoice over thee with joy.  He will joy over thee with singing” (Zeph. 3:17).  When we shall be 

set there, before the presence of His glory, we shall be entertained with God Himself singing for 

joy that we are finally all there with Him. 

 “His glory.”  He gave His disciples a foretaste of this (Lk. 9:31, 32) when in the mount 

He was so transfigured (metamorphosed) that His face did shine as the sun, and His raiment 

became as white as the light (Matt. 17:2).  So shall He “place you in the sight of His glory.”  He 

dwells now in this glory, His head bright as the sun reflected from pure snow, His eyes flashing 

like lightning, His feet blindingly glistening like incandescent gold-bronze and His whole 

appearance like the sun shining full strength (Rev. 1:14-16).  In that day we shall see Him as He 

is. 

 “To the only wise God, our Savior.”  This refers in general to the triune God (I Tim. 

1:17), but especially to Christ, the second Person of the Trinity, Who is Wisdom personified 

(Prov. 8), and in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (Col. 2:3).  The 

Apostle Paul also taught that He, Christ, is “God our Savior” (Tit. 1:3, 4; 3:4), “the great God 

and Savior of us, Jesus Christ,” (2:10, 13, Gk.), and “the God of us and Savior of us, Jesus 

Christ,” that is, “our God and our Savior, Jesus Christ” (II Pet. 1:1, Gk.).  The point of the 

Scripture here is that God is Savior only in the Savior, Jesus Christ.  Neither do they really 

believe in God who profess doing so without believing that Christ is our God and Savior.  For no 



man honors the Father who does not honor the Son as God incarnate (Jb. 5:23; 1:1, 14).  No man 

comes to the Father but by Christ Who is God equal with God (Jn. 5:18; 14:6). 

 “To God our Savior be glory.”  The meaning is, may the God of all glory, who never 

gives His glory to another, have His own innate glory even more fully manifested, more 

frequently acknowledged, more widely ascribed to Him, and that we may increasingly see others 

glorify Him.  What is ascribed to Him here is the glory of His deity, as we have already 

demonstrated.  Glory is that attribute of God’s which shows that He is His attributes and that 

they are all one in Him, all embraced in glory as the colors of the spectrum are united in the 

light!   Glory is the manifested excellence of the divine radiance which blinds the unbelieving 

eye (Acts 22:11), which cannot be endured by unglorified humanity (I Tim. 6:14-16), nor by the 

angelic beings in Heaven’s glory (Isa. 6:2, 3). 

 “and majesty.”  What is meant by God’s majesty?  It is that excellence of His person, 

character, mien and manner which inspires reverence and awe in the beholder.  So say Webster 

(1828) and Funk and Wagnalls (1913).  Webster adds that this concept is with peculiar propriety 

applied to God and His works.  Then he quotes Psalm 93:1, “Jehovah reigneth; He is clothed 

with majesty,” and Psalm 29:4, “the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.”  Therefore, the Lord 

Himself is the primal, original Beholder of His own majesty.  He knows, loves and rejoices in 

His own inherent, independent, essential, incommunicable majesty, grandeur, sublimity, 

magnificence and infinite splendor.  “The greatness and glory of God” is the earliest meaning of 

the word majesty in English.  So say Funk and Wagnalls.  Another said, “All earthly grandeur in 

comparison to the majesty of God is but the dream of a shadow.” 

 “Dominion.”  God has (1) a natural dominion,  “The Lord hath prepared His throne in the 

heavens, and His kingdom ruleth over all” (Psalm 103:19), over all nature, all creation, all the 

universe; (2) a gracious dominion over His elect, redeemed church; (3) a glorious dominion in 

which He reigns in the final glory of the New Heaven and Earth over all the glorified saints, and 

from the glory of Heaven in the glory of His justice over condemned angels and men. 

 “Power.”  God’s power is seen in Creation (Psalm 33:6, 9), in Providence (Heb. 1:3), in 

Redemption (Lk. 1:35, 37; Eph. 1:19), in Conversion of the elect (II Cor. 4:7; Rom. 1:16), and in 

the Preservation of the Saints (I Pet. 1:5).  God alone has all authority in these spheres. 

 “Both now and ever.  Amen.”  This expresses the desire of the saints that not only this 

present age glorify God, but also “all the future eternities.”  When we are all dead and gone, the 

Lord remains, and we would not have Him ever to be without glory, honor and praise.  We 

rejoice in the knowledge that we shall live forever to glorify God (Psalm 106:48; Eph. 3:21).  Do 

we take care to preserve God’s truth and glory in the lives of our children after we are dead and 

gone to Heaven?  (Gen. 18:19).  Then we make this doxology our own with the desire that the 

promise of the covenant continue to all generations to the end of the world.  Amen means, It is 

so; let it be so; it shall be so, world without end!  (Psalm 72:19 
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