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 As you young people know, it makes no difference where you prick an inflated balloon.  

Whether you prick it in front or in back, on the left side or on the right side, you are going to 

deflate it.  The larger the hole the faster the air or gas will escape.  In fact, even a small prick can, 

when there is great pressure in the balloon, cause the whole thing to burst the moment you prick 

it. 

 We do well, therefore, to be very careful that we never, no never, prick the truth of God’s 

Word with the smallest point of false doctrine.  God is God, and every doctrinal lie deflates that 

truth concerning Him.  One false doctrine may deflate it faster than another.  God’s glory may be 

denied more forcefully by one doctrinal error than by another one.  Of course the truth 

concerning God cannot be destroyed.  It can be corrupted in man’s mind; but the truth 

concerning God stands, and all men will know that truth in the day when Christ returns.  They 

will know that He is God and God alone.  They will know their folly and that they deserve the 

punishment that their unbelief has brought them.  And even the elect children of God who have 

maintained a false doctrine will know their error and be sorry for it. 

 Idolatry says that He is not God and that there is some earthly or heavenly creature that is 

God.  Atheism boldly pricks the balloon of the truth of God’s Word and says that there is no God 

at all, even though they do worship things.  The Israelites, while Moses was on the mount 

receiving God’s law, worshipped a golden calf and called it their god.  (Exodus 32:4)  They did 

not destroy the truth, however, and God showed them this in the fury of His wrath, for three 

thousand men were slain for their deviltry.  Aaron, who built that calf, even called it Jehovah!  

That was not atheism, but it was pricking the balloon of the truth concerning God. 

 But what I want to set before you at this time is that if we reject one truth of the 

Reformed Faith, we are pricking the balloon of the truth that God gives us in Holy Writ; and if it 

is not stopped, we will have atheism or idolatry of one kind or another.  We must be very, very 

careful with the truth concerning Christ and our salvation.  Already I called your attention to the 

first three points of the Five Points of Calvinism.  We maintained the truth of a total depravity of 

mankind that made him one hundred percent corrupt in his heart and mind; for the truth of 

Scripture is that the day man ate of the forbidden fruit he died spiritually.  And death is an 

absolute, a one hundred percent loss of life and ability to do anything.  Fallen man can only hate 

God; and to love and serve Him to the slightest degree is as impossible as it is for any man who 

is physically dead to speak, or move or see anything here below. 

 We also took hold of and insisted on the truth that God eternally and unconditionally 

chose a people in Christ, whom He would cause to be born again with a new, heavenly, spiritual 

life.  God does not wait to see whether dead sinners will “accept” Christ.  Men may “call and 

speak” to one that just got killed in an automobile accident, to try to find out whether that person 

is dead.  God knows.  Look up Ephesians 2:1 and 5.  He does not need to wait to see whether 

men are spiritually dead by inviting them to come for salvation.  Why do they need salvation, if 

they are still alive?  They may need some medicine and food to strengthen them.  But God 

Himself says in Ephesians 2:1 and 5 that He quickens them, that is, gives them life.  This is the 

word God gave Paul.  God decided eternally who would be given faith (Ephesians 2:8-10), not 

who would give faith to Him.  Salvation is one hundred percent God’s gift to us; and we do not 



get it because we started it and asked for it.  We need even to be given the desire for it, and the 

ability to ask for it. 

 The truth of a limited atonement, an atonement by Christ for those who were 

unconditionally elected before they were born, or did good or evil (Rom. 9:11-13), we also 

considered already in this section of the Beacon Lights.  And the truth of the matter is that GOD 

limits this atonement, not man by his decision whether he will accept it or not.  Maintain that 

man decides what God is going to do and you prick the balloon of the truth that He is GOD!  If 

He must wait for man to decide, He is dependent on man and lets man control His life.  Then 

Satan was correct when he told Eve that man would become like God to know good and evil.  

Did he not say to Eve: “For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be 

opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil”?  That is what conditional theology 

teaches.  Man, it claims, can know what is good for him and can accept Christ before God has 

already begun the work of salvation in him by causing him to be born again with a new spiritual 

life.  God’s name is Jehovah which means I AM.  But if He must wait to see whether spiritually 

dead men accept His invitation, His name instead is I Will Be.  He will be a savior, if we let 

Him.  You can be sure then that He will never be a savior; for dead men never decide what living 

people may do. 

 The point I wish to make at this time, however, is that if you deny any one of the Five 

Points of Calvinism, you have pricked the balloon of the truth in them and will find that slowly 

or swiftly, depending on the power of your defense of your denial, you will deflate the other four 

points as well.  The fourth point is that of Irresistible Grace.  Take the position that man has a 

spark of spiritual life before he asks for and gets God to cause him to be born again, and you 

maintain a grace of God that man can and does resist. 

 Maintain that election is conditional, depending upon man fulfilling the condition of 

asking for it and of accepting it, and you prick the balloon of the truth that God’s grace cannot be 

resisted.  But likewise, when you deny that God’s grace is irresistible, you prick the balloon of 

the truth that we are saved by unconditional election.  You cannot deny one of these, or even 

weaken one of these truths, and hold firmly on to the others.  And also, maintaining that the 

atonement of Christ realized is not limited only to those unconditionally elected, and you literally 

deny the truth of limited atonement.  And we ought at this time to look a bit more closely at this 

truth of Irresistible Grace.  For since God’s grace cannot be resisted, when He sets out to save 

those for whom Christ died, then that salvation is limited only to those totally depraved sinners 

who were unconditionally elected before the foundation of the world.  Let us continue to 

maintain that God is God and is not in any way or at any time dependent upon man and his 

decisions.  And that sad but serious truth is that through the years history has shown that 

churches that prick the balloon of the truth of God will in coming generations have a more 

deflated balloon of truth.  That happened in Israel.  In the days of Jeroboam they again made 

golden calves which they claimed could be used to worship Jehovah.  This led future generations 

to leave off all worship of God and to turn to Baal and other idols.  And God destroyed them as a 

kingdom.  But that idolatry also spread into the kingdom of Judah, and God sent them into 

captivity.  What is more, this ultimately led these people to kill God’s Son when He came into 

our flesh.  One sin always leads to another, if it is not stopped. One lie, one false doctrine, always 

leads the coming generations to more lies and false doctrines.  And you young people should 

hold fast to the truth of the Reformed Faith, the truth that God gave us through the great 

Reformation and turned us from the Roman Catholic idolatry. 



 Hold to the truth and we will have the comfort of the Heidelberg Catechism in Lord’s 

Day 1.  Our only comfort in life and death is that we belong to our faithful Savior in body and 

soul.  He is the one Who saves us and makes us by His Spirit believe the truth.  And He in His 

faithfulness keeps us faithful.  He does not depend upon us, and we do not make Him a Savior by 

“accepting His invitation.”  He is the almighty and faithful Savior Who gives us faith and the 

desire for salvation.  When He comes to save us, He comes with an irresistible grace, not one we 

can and will reject. 

 Yes, young people, our old man of sin, our old evil nature will be with us until we die, 

and it wants no salvation and will fight against our receiving it, but we also have that new man in 

Christ and an holy nature that believes and delights in the truth.  When it pleases God to implant 

in us that new life, we will not be able to resist it and flee from it.  Satan got Peter to deny Jesus 

three times and to behave as though he wanted no saving grace of God at all.  But God kept it 

there, that is, the new life which some days before had said, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 

living God.”  And this came to manifestation when in His grace Jesus looked upon Peter, and 

God caused the cock to crow for the second time.  And that grace made Peter weep bitterly 

because of his sin.  It looked for a few moments as though God’s grace had been resisted; but the 

power of that grace was soon revealed and Peter himself became aware of the fact that God’s 

grace is irresistible and did save him from his sinful deed. 

 Once we are born again, we will never lose that new life.  If one in later life manifests 

total unbelief, then that one was never born again.  It only looked that way to us.  Judas Iscariot 

looked like a disciple of Jesus; but God’s grace never gave him a new spiritual life.  And he 

revealed that he had no such life when he betrayed Jesus for thirty pieces of silver.  But if God 

does give us that new life in His grace, we will never lose it.  Irresistible grace gives it; and no 

matter what our old man of sin may do, it will not remove from us God’s grace or the new life 

which it gave us when we were born again.  Do we not in Romans 8:38, 39 read, “For I am 

persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 

present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 

separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus.”  There you have God’s word for it 

that His grace is irresistible and that our old man of sin cannot cast off that life, or stop God’s 

grace unto us. 

 Give some thought to these truths and to that work of God’s grace on the day of 

Pentecost; and look up I John 3:9.  There we are assured that he who is born of God doeth not 

commit sin, because God’s seed remains in him; and he cannot sin—that is, his new life cannot 

sin—because he is born of God.  Three thousand people ridiculed Jesus as He hung on the cross. 

They taunted and tormented Him.  They were glad to see Him crucified.  And if we were there 

and tried to stop them and turn them around, we would have failed.  But on Pentecost God’s 

irresistible grace did stop them and did turn them around with a new spiritual life.  And they 

cried out for salvation.  God’s grace did it and kept that new life in them. 

 Dark days are ahead of us, young people, and it will be hard for our flesh to confess 

Christ.  But because of His irresistible grace He will, if He caused us to be born again, keep us 

faithful.  And that we will, the Lord willing, consider next time. 
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