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 Young People, do you witness of Christ?  Do you know that a good witness is one of the 

proofs that you belong to Him?  Jesus Himself tells us this in Matthew 10:32. 

 Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my 

Father which is in heaven.  Notice here that the only ones for whom Jesus makes intercession 

now, and stands for in the judgment day, are those who have been His witnesses. 

 I am afraid that this is a calling that we have all seriously neglected.  Not only do we not 

actively seek to fulfil this calling, but even when we are confronted by a good opportunity to 

witness, we refuse to do so.  Far too often we are ashamed to speak of our faith, or to defend the 

name of God.  But we must see that this means that we are ashamed of Christ Himself, or that we 

do not care enough about the Name of God to defend His Name from blasphemy and reproach.  

That is why Jesus says what He does in Matthew 20:32. 

 The biggest part of the problem then, is a spiritual problem.  No article in the Beacon 

Lights can deal with that.  That is a matter of self-examination, prayer, and conversion.  But in 

so far as the problem is also due to a lack of knowledge, we can look at what the Bible says 

about Christian witnessing, and perhaps these articles will help us do that.  

 The most important passage in Scripture that deals with witnessing is I Peter 3:15: 

 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to 

every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear.   

 The first thing we should notice here is that Peter gives us a definition of Christian 

witnessing.  What is it?  Peter says it is giving an answer concerning our hope. 

 Witnessing, then, is not giving personal testimonies, as many like to do, but speaking of 

our hope, that is, of the fact that our home and our treasures are not here, but in heaven.  

Remember that Peter is talking to strangers and pilgrims (1:1).  We are strangers and pilgrims 

and that is the reason why our witness concerns our hope. 

 Now the word “answer” in this passage is literally “apology.” We must give an 

“apology” for our hope.  The word apology does not mean, however, that we are sorry for our 

hope and speak with regret of it.  Obviously, it cannot mean that.  The word is used in the same 

sense as in the name of a class that is taught at many seminaries, Apologetics.  The word so used 

has the idea of a defense of our hope.  The implication is, of course, that our hope is mocked and 

rejected in the world.  And truly, unbelievers consider the Christian’s hope of eternal life a mere 

“pipe dream.” 

 We should realize, too, that this word “apology” implies that the “answer” we give 

concerning our hope is clear, reasonable, and knowledgeable.  We must know what we believe in 

order to speak of it, and an effective witness requires that we know what we believe well enough 

to speak clearly and sensibly.  A good Christian witness, in other words, is more than emotional 

show. 

 This does not mean that our witness is or should be a theological discourse, or lesson in 

dogmatics.  Jesus makes that very clear in Matthew 10:32 when He speaks of “confessing.”  That 

is His definition of witnessing, confessing Him before men.  When Jesus says we must confess 

Him, He too is reminding us that witnessing is not the telling of personal “conversion 

experiences,” but speech about Him and His grace.  Nevertheless, this does not change the fact 

that good witnessing is something very personal, not in the sense that we speak of ourselves, but 



in the sense that we speak from the heart and from experience of what God has done through 

Jesus. 

 The word that we use to describe this calling, the word “witnessing,” reminds us of some 

of these things.  A good witness in a court of law is one (a) who knows the facts of the matter, 

(b) knows them by experience, (c) tells only the truth, and (d) tells the truth simply, directly, and 

sincerely.  We are Christ’s witnesses. 

 We might add here that both passages we have quoted make it clear that witnessing does 

not include arguing or strife.  Paul warns against this very thing in witnessing in II Timothy 2:23-

25: 

 But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes.  

And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, 

patient, in meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if peradventure God will 

give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth. 

 All too often we destroy what would otherwise be an effective witness by being 

argumentative and harsh.  Peter also speaks of giving our answer with “meekness and fear.” 

 This calling is ours also in every area of life.  Jesus simply says that we have this calling 

“before men,” that is, everywhere and always.  We have the calling to witness at work and in 

play, in home, school, and church.  Out in the world this calling is especially important, for there 

we are dealing with those who do not know Christ.  What a shame it is when they do not even 

know or realize that we are Christians, because of our failure to witness.  Nor can we ever say in 

the world that we do not have the opportunity to witness, exactly because we are dealing with 

those who do not know Christ.  They show that in everything they do. 

 But we must not forget either that this calling is ours also among other Christians, in our 

homes, churches, and schools.  We have this calling among fellow Christians both because of the 

constant presence of sin, and to build up and encourage one another.  And certainly there is even 

less excuse for our failure to defend the Name and honor of Christ among brethren, than for our 

failure to do it in the world.  Perhaps we can even say that we must first learn to speak of Christ 

among ourselves before we can do it in the world. 

 Nonetheless, when we think of this calling, we think especially of our witness in the 

ungodly world, and that is certainly what Scripture emphasizes also.  Peter talks about those who 

ask a reason of the hope that is within us, implying that they do not know, and our primary 

calling to witness, therefore, is to them. 

 I do not believe, however, that because this calling is toward the world that it is 

something that requires us to go out of our way to fulfil.  In other words, it does not usually mean 

going door to door or passing out tracts on a street corner (or more likely today, in an airport), as 

many seem to think.  Rather, it is such an integral part of our whole life as Christians that our 

whole life becomes a witness.  It is this matter that I want to write about in the next article, i.e., 

“Our Conduct as a Witness.”  Peter has much to say about this also. 

 But in conclusion, I would plead with you, Young People, not to forget this important 

calling, and to show that you are not ashamed of Christ by speaking and testifying of Him.  

Remember that it is the proof that you belong to Him. 
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