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 While on the cross Jesus spoke words which are both comforting and reassuring to the 

believer.  As we know, Jesus was crucified between two malefactors.  One of the malefactors 

railed on Jesus and mocked Him.  But the other rebuked the malefactor and told him that they 

were getting what they deserved but Jesus was innocent.  He believed that Christ could save him 

and would bring him to heaven after he died.  He then said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me when 

Thou comest into Thy Kingdom.”  And Jesus answered this penitent malefactor’s plea, “Today 

shalt thou be with me in Paradise.” 

 What did Jesus mean when He said these words?  First of all, the Paradise referred to 

here is the Paradise of God or in other words, Heaven.  Rev. M. Schipper has a nice definition of 

Paradise in his article in the Standard Bearer.  He says, “Paradise is the spiritual condition of 

glory into which the souls of the redeemed enter immediately upon their departure from the 

body of this flesh and in which they consciously abide in the house of mansions to await the day 

of resurrection.”  There was another Paradise mentioned in the Bible.  That Paradise was the 

Paradise of Eden, on this earth, in the days of Adam and Eve.  That Paradise was created perfect 

by God but through the sin of Adam and Eve, man was removed from the perfect Paradise.  But 

through Christ’s death on the cross that Paradise was restored.  The Bible says this very thing in I 

Cor. 15:22, “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” 

 Even though at the time Jesus answered the malefactor, “he has not yet triumphed over 

death openly, He demonstrates in His very exhaustion, the effect and fruits of it.” (Calvin’s 

Commentary).   

 Secondly, the first word in the cross word, the word “today,” shows that immediately 

after his death the malefactor would go into Paradise.  Immediately.  He would not stay in 

purgatory for a few years until his indulgences were paid, as the Roman Catholics believe.  But 

he would immediately after death go to be with Christ in Paradise. 

 And this promise of Christ is not only for the penitent malefactor.  This promise is for 

you and me, too.  Matthew Henry’s commentary says, “Christ lets all penitent believers know 

that when they die they shall also go to be with him there.”   I think this promise gives us the 

reassurance of our salvation.  Those who will believe will go to Paradise.  For very really Christ 

is saying, “I have paid, I am now paying for your entrance into the same Kingdom to which I 

journey.”  John Calvin puts it just right when he says, “So we as believers have the assurance 

that we after death enjoy peace, blessing, happiness, until total revelation at the coming of Christ, 

of the perfect glory of the life of heaven.”  And yes, it will be glorious to be with Christ.  Be 

thankful that we are given this promise of Paradise.  Christ gave His life to save us from our sins 

and thus we have the great reward of the believer—heaven. 
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