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We as New Testament Christians are anointed by the Holy Spirit to the three-fold office of all 

believers: prophet, king and priest. In these offices we are but a shadow of the triune God Who is our 

eternal Prophet, Priest and King (Revelation 1:6). Through the fall we lost the image of God necessary 

to exercise these offices but God in His grace was pleased to restore unto us His image: knowledge, 

righteousness and holiness. 

“And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness” 

(Ephesians 4:24). 

These parts of the image are not abstract; because knowledge is a necessary gift for a prophet, 

righteousness for a king and holiness for a priest. How beautifully the image corresponds with our 

offices. 

The three constituents of the image are talents that we are to employ in God’s service. In the 

day of judgment we will have to give account of our employment of these talents. How many of us, 

when the Master comes, will have buried the talents in the ground like the unprofitable servant in the 

parable of the talents? Our God Who dwells in heaven knows the heart and will reckon unto us our just 

reward. 

Perhaps the talent that is least exercised today is holiness. The essence of holiness is separation 

for God’s service. Therefore the call of Christ to His bride becomes all the more urgent: “Be ye holy; as 

I am holy” (I Peter 1:15). Heed this call and be not slack. 

The Levitical priesthood of the Old Testament, the dispensation of types and shadows, teach us 

the essence of New Testament priesthood. Look with me at the inscription on the plate fitted across 

their forehead: “Holiness unto the Lord.” These men did not have an ordinary vocation in life but were 

dedicated to God’s service in the tabernacle. However: “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, 

and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of God him shall God destroy; 

for the temple of God is holy, which temple are ye” (I Corinthians 3:16-17). 

We are living stones made without hands dedicated to everlasting service in God's eternal 

temple of which Christ is the chief cornerstone (Ephesians 2:21-22). God’s eternal decree, the blueprint 

for the temple, includes us as stones not because God foresaw our good works but because He 

foreknew or foreloved us. As living stones in His temple we must be “holy and unblameable in the 

midst of a crooked and perverse generation." 

As priests or stones in God's temple, the negative aspect of our calling is to be separate from the 

evil world around us. Antithetical living is the command of Christ and we must not build bridges that 

the world may infiltrate our camp less we become defiled. Young people, the temptation is great and 

the devil’s allurements enticing, but once we have entered the camp of the world it will not be long 

before we join the devil's ranks. Beware for “No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the 

one, and love the other, or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve both God 

and Mammon” (Matthew 6:24). 

Serve God as your Master out of gratitude! 

The positive aspect of our calling as priests is to serve God with all our hearts, minds and souls, 

not only in actions but also in words. Do not despair for Christ Who called you will preserve you in this 

holy calling. 

God is Holy and He cannot dwell with an unholy people; wherefore, “Follow peace with all 

men, and holiness without which no man shall see the Lord? (Hebrews 12:14). 
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